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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
9:30a Service of Worship (Facebook Live Only) 

Pastor ~ Reverend Ashley Nicolls 

Welcome!  

May God’s grace continue to 
overflow to and through you. 

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church.  

We hope you will use this bulletin during the week to have a song to 

sing, prayers to pray and give comfort during this time away from in-

person worship.   

Please know that although we are not physically together to worship, 

our Lord is still with us. We give thanks for this technology that 

allows us to share the bulletin, record the abbreviated service of 

worship and post to our website.   

Our Tuesday community meals are still on and so are the Saturday 

Food Pantrys. Please continue to bring in supplies for these ministries. 

Your offerings during this time are especially appreciated as our 

ministries still continue. They can be made via online giving, mailed 

to the church or dropped off during our normal office hours Monday-

Friday • 9a-12noon.  

May God bless you and give you peace.   
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Prelude 
                                                     “Mediation Opus #3”             music by Robert G. Farrell 
                                                          John Ferreira 
 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us 

and all of creation. 
Response: Amen. 
Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Pastor: Faithful God, 
Response: have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass 
judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs 
before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make 
us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
Pastor: God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and 
resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins 

are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and 

newness to do God’s work in the world. 
Response: Amen. 

 

 

Gathering Hymn 
   Great is Thy Faithfulness 
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Prayer of the Day 
Congregation:  Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to 
us your servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your 
merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Scripture ~ Jonah 3:10—4:11 
After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to spare the city. 
Jonah objected to this and became even more angry when God ordered a worm to destroy a 
plant that was providing shade. The book ends with a question that challenges any who are not 
ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up about a bush, but shouldn’t I be concerned about 
a hundred and twenty thousand Ninevites? 
 

10When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, 
God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; 
and he did not do it. 4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became 
angry. 2He prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in 
my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a 
gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to 
relent from punishing. 3And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for 
me to die than to live.” 4And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5Then Jonah 
went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He 
sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 6The Lord God 
appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to 
save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7But when dawn 
came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it 
withered. 8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down 
on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is 
better for me to die than to live.” 9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry 
about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” 10Then the Lord said, “You 
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are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it 
came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11And should I not be concerned 
about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty 
thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many 
animals?” 
 

Word of God.  Word of Life.  Response: Thanks be to God.   
 

Scripture ~ Psalm 145:1-8 
1I will exalt you, my God and king, and bless your name forever and ever. 2Every day will 
I bless you and praise your name forever and ever. 3Great is the LORD and greatly to be 
praised! There is no end to your greatness. 4One generation shall praise your works to 
another and shall declare your power.  5I will speak of the glorious splendor of your 
majesty and all your marvelous works. 6They shall tell of the might of your wondrous 
acts, and I will recount your greatness. 7They shall publish the remembrance of your 
great goodness; they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness. 8The LORD is gracious and 
full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 

Gospel ~ Matthew 20:1-16 
Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God 
rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve.  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 20th chapter.  
Response: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for 
the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine 
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also 
go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5When he went 
out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock 
he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you 
standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to 
them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard 
said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last 
and then going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them 
received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would 
receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they 
received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one 
hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and 
the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; 
did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; 
I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I 
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choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16So the 
last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. Response: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Special Music 
                                                              “Above All”                   music by LeBlanc/Baloche 

Brian McCulley, soloist 
Verse 1: 
Above all powers above all kings, Above all nature and all created things 
Above all wisdom and all the ways of man, You were here before the world began 
Verse 2: 
Above all kingdoms above all thrones, Above all wonders the world has ever known 
Above all wealth and treasures of the earth, There's no way to measure 
What You're worth 
Chorus: 
Crucified laid behind the stone, You lived to die rejected and alone 
Like a rose trampled on the ground, You took the fall and thought of me, Above all 
 

Sermon ~ Pastor Ashley Nicolls 
 

Hymn of the Day 
 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come vs 1, 2, 4 
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Apostles’ Creed 
Pastor:  Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith together with the 
Apostles’ Creed.   
Response:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Church 
Assisting Minister: Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need.   A brief silence. 
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Assisting Minister: Generous God, you make the last first, and the first last. Where this 
gospel challenges the church, equip it for its works of service. Strengthen those who 
suffer for Christ. Lord, in your mercy, Response: hear our prayer. 
Assisting Minister: Sun and wind, bushes and worms, cattle and great cities—nothing in 
creation is outside your concern, mighty God. In your mercy, tend to it all. Give us a spirit 
of generosity toward all you have made.  
Lord, in your mercy, Response: hear our prayer. 
Assisting Minister: Where we find envy and create enemies, you provide enough for all. 
Bring peace to places of conflict and violence.  Inspire leaders with creativity and 
wisdom. Bless the work of negotiators, peacekeepers, and development workers.  
Lord, in your mercy,  Response: hear our prayer. 
Assisting Minister: Reveal yourself to all in need as you are gracious and merciful, slow 
to anger, abounding in steadfast love, ready to relent from punishing. Accompany judges 
and lawyers, victims of crime and those serving sentences. Give fruitful labor and a 
livelihood to those seeking work. Lord, in your mercy, Response: hear our prayer. 
Assisting Minister: Even beyond our expectations, you choose to give generously. Grant 
life, health, and courage to all who are in need, especially with those we name aloud or 
in our hearts (pause).  Lord, in your mercy,  Response: hear our prayer. 
Assisting Minister:  Be with our members, especially…and our preschool teachers and 
students, especially…Lord, in your mercy.  Response: hear our prayer. 
Assisting Minister: We praise you for the generations that have declared your power to 
us. Give us faithfulness to follow them, living for Christ, until you call us to join them in 
the joyful song around his throne.   Lord, in your mercy, Response: hear our prayer. 
Assisting Minister: All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust 
to your mercy; through Christ our Lord.  Response: Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer (sung) 
Congregation: Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen.  Amen. 
 

Blessing 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and 

mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Response: Amen. 
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Sending Song 

God is Here! 
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Dismissal 
Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
Pastor:  And all God’s children say    
Congregation: Amen.  

Postlude 
                                              “More Love to Thee, O Christ”    music by William H. Doane 

John Ferreira 
  

Attendance for Last Sunday:   177 views (as of 9/17/2020) 
 

Flowers are given by Cliff, Michael, Kevin, and Susana Flanigan for birthday greetings 
in honor of Joann’s 87th birthday.  
 

Eternal candle is given by Rick and Sue Barry in honor of daughter Melissa’s birthday.  
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Announcements 
In-person Bible Study! 
St. Paul plans to have in-person Bible Study starting on Thursday, September 24 at 6p.  
Contact Deacon Michele Hilton for more information.   
 

Return to in-person worship! 
St. Paul plans to have in-person worship starting on September 27 at 9:30a.  Worship 
will still be available on Facebook Live at 9:30a.   
 

Small Group Holy Communion! 
St. Paul plans to utitlize the Shepherding Ministry clusters for small group Holy 
Communion starting Oct. 4 at 11a in the Fellowship Hall.   
 

Small Group Holy Communion Cluster Schedule 
October 4  – Cluster 2 (Gail Seyfarth Shepherd; up to 8 households) 
 

October 11 -  Cluster 4 (Susy Scholl Shepherd; up to 9 households) 
 

October 18 – Cluster 8 (Judy Roberts Shepherd; up to 10 households) 
 

October 25 – Cluster 7 (Helen Miller/Kathie Snyder Shepherds; up to 11 households) 
 

November 1 – Cluster 5 (George and Marilyn Hutfilz Shepherds; up to 11 households) 
 

November 8 – Clusters 6 and 11 (John McAuliffe/Michele Hilton and Marty Hillerich 
Shepherds; up to 12 households) 
 

November 15 – Clusters 13 and 1 (Frank and Joan Scianni and Bonnie Zipf Shepherds; 
up to 12 households) 
 

November 22  – Clusters 9 and 10 (Seyfarth/Swartsbaugh and Jane French Shepherds; 
up to 12 households) 
 

November 29 – Clusters 3 and 12 (Jan Kruse and Sue Scherr Shepherds; up to 12 
households) 
 

December 6 – For guests or others that missed their scheduled time (up to 12 
households) 
 

 
 
 

St. Paul Mission Statement 
As a Holy Spirit-led family of God, we are called through baptism to proclaim and bear 

witness to God’s reconciling grace in Jesus Christ to all so that by joyfully sharing God’s 
Word and encouraging each other to service for the sake of others, our lives together 

make a difference for Christ and His kingdom. 
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Please remember in your prayers… 
All those serving in the U.S. Military.  The homeless in our neighborhood, our city, our nation and the 
world.  The Florida Bahamas Synod Office of the Bishop Staff:  Bishop Pedro, Assistants to the Bishop 
Pastors Khader, Rob C., Rob R., and Deacon Connie, Specialists Jim and Marina, Support Staff Tina, 
Yuliet, Kim, and Ileana.  SURE – Sarasota United for Responsibility and Equity  
Our Members, especially, Brian McCulley, Virginia McQuaig, Carolyn and Jim Mele, Addison, Emilee, 
J.D., and Tonia Miller. 
Our preschool teachers and students, especially, Miss Christine and Miss Lisa, Andre, Solomon, and 
Zander.   

Members 

Beetle Family 
John Beyer 
Henry Blosser 
Susan Burmaster 
Sue Fisher 
Bob Fong 
Barbara and Ed Hahne 
Daniel Mills 
Brian McCulley 
Cecilia Morvick 
Ann Olsen 
Jean Panthana 
James Paulsson 
John Puckhaber 
Doris Schlotterback 
Susy Scholl 
Curt Swenson 
Karin Zukowski 
Homebound Members 
Sharyn Brodnax 
Carol Chambers 
Charles Kistner 
Olive Lehman 
June Manselle 
Virginia McQuaig 
Michael Reiter 
Carole Wilson 
Bettie Zuknick  
Friends and Family  
Dustin – family friend of Carol 
Chambers 
Jim and Glenda – friends of 
Nancy Parmakian 
Karen and Mark – friends of 
Marty Hillerich 
LaShonda – friend of John 
Beyer 
 

Martin, Ernest, and Tricia- 
friends of Puckhaber’s 
Clinton Allen – friend of Jim 
Paulsson 
Susan, Kaleigh, and Devon 
Boller – family of Dorothy Boller 
Franklin Boyer – friend of 
Puckhaber’s 
Sherri and Rebecca Buete – 
family of Brian McCulley 
Esther Davis – friend of 
Puckhaber’s 
Skylar Dickey – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
Stephanie Diehl – daughter of 
community meal guests 
Cody Eddleman – husband of 
John Beyer 
Dick Fahrney – friend of 
Hillerich’s 
Kathy Gbur – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
Freddie Greer – friend of Jim 
Paulsson 
Terri Hancock – friend of Marthe 
Hildreth 
David Jackerson – son of Susy 
Scholl 
Linda Jones – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
Kenny Manselle—son of June 
Manselle 
Ginny Marraccini – sister of 
Kathie Snyder 
Tiffany Merrill – daughter of 
Christine Merrill 
Pam Mills – sister of Daniel Mills 
John Morrow – family of Brian 
McCulley 

Karen Paulsson – sister of Jim 
Paulsson 
Terry Panthana – niece of Jean 
Panthana 
Olivia Philips – family of Judy 
Roberts 
Cory Putnam – grandson of 
Janice Kruse 
Manny Rebas – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
Candy Reimer – godmother of 
PrAshley 
Bill Roach – son-in-law of 
Sharon Wittren 
Steven Roberts – son of Judy 
Roberts 
Lowell Roth – friend of Marty 
Hillerich 
Rose Sajevic – family friend of 
Pr. Ashley.  
Brian & Tommy Schlotterback—
sons of Doris Schlotterback  
Cynthia Lu Scholl – sister of 
Susy Scholl 
Jim Scianni – son of Scianni’s 
Timothy Smith—grandson of 
Ginny McQuaig 
Dave Spitler – former St. Paul 
member 
Susan Sullivan – friend of John 
Ferreira 
Dan Torrence – friend of Marty 
Hillerich 
Elaine & Mark Vanderweight- 
friends of Jim Paulsson 
Ed Wittren – former St. Paul 
member 
Amy Zuccarello—daughter of 
Dcn. Michele Hilton 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
and Early Childhood Learning Center 

 

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

and the Florida-Bahamas Synod, established 1955 

2256 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota, Florida 34239 

Phone: 941.955.6479   Fax: 941.955.8600   ECLC Phone: 941.955.6480 

Website: www.StPaulSarasota.org 

 

Reverend Ashley Nicolls, Pastor – PrAshley1010@gmail.com 

 Dorrie Parsons, Parish Administrator—StPaul-admin@verizon.net 

John Ferreira, Director of Music Ministries—sjrnmd@comcast.net 

Christine Merrill, ECLC Director--StPaul-eclc@verizon.net 

 

Executive Committee 
George Hutfilz, President       Sandy Tull, Vice President 

 Marty Hillerich, Treasurer      Sharon Wittren, Secretary  
 

Congregation Council 
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