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online giving is available now ! 
 

From regular giving to special donations, many appreciate the ease of 

online giving. This option is now available on the St. Paul website. You 

may use a credit/debit card or the ACH check option. You may choose to 

donate to one ministry option or several. It’s simple and easy. 

Go to: www.StPaulSarasota.org 

Click: Giving Page on the top menu bar (it may be under More) 

Click: I’d like to Give now (green box) 

Fill in: All the requested info (it’s not much) 

You will receive an immediate confirmation followed by an emailed 

receipt for your records. 

Thank you in advance for being faithful and generous stewards by giving 

to the missions that make St. Paul the face of God in our community! 

 

FROM YOUR FINANCE COMMITTEE  

Report for year-to-date as of March 31, 2020 

 Actual Budget 

Income received:  $ 86,534.13 $ 77,998.89 

Expenses:  $ 76,728.75   $ 78,960.05 

St. Paul net $ 9,805.38 $ (961.16)  

ECLC net position $ 13,207.21 $ 16,549.94 

mailto:davelilnwerley@gmail.com
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Greetings St. Paul Lutheran Church, 

My first word of “Greetings” is intentional. It was 
the first word from Jesus to the women as they 
ran away from the empty tomb that we read 
about on Easter Sunday. Easter isn’t just a day, 
it is a season, so I encourage you to continue to 
say Happy Easter! So Happy Easter! 

I know last month I wrote my article and most of 
it was obsolete even before you received it. 
Many of our Easter celebrations didn’t happen 
this year and those that did were different than 
in years past. While I’m writing this again in mid-
April, we still don’t know what May and beyond 
will look like in the midst of the COVID-19 crisis.  

Many times there are no words to say at times like these. I 
take comfort in the scripture from Romans 8:26. The Spirit 
helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray 
as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too 
deep for words. I’ve caught myself and others sighing a lot 
lately. They are our prayers.  

Another prayer that often brings comfort in times like 
these for me is the Serenity Prayer by Reinhold Niebuhr 
(1892-1971). I’m going to include the entire prayer.  

God grant me the serenity 
to accept the things I cannot change;  
courage to change the things I can;  
and wisdom to know the difference. 

Living one day at a time;  
enjoying one moment at a time;  

accepting hardships as the pathway to peace;  
taking, as [Jesus] did, this sinful world 

as it is, not as I would have it;  
trusting that He will make all things right 

if I surrender to His Will;  
that I may be reasonably happy in this life 

and supremely happy with Him 
forever in the next.  

Amen. 

I included the entire prayer because we often focus on just 
the first four lines. They are important four lines though to 
focus on during this time. I encourage you to memorize 
the first four lines of this prayer if you don’t already know it 
by heart.  

 

 

For the longest of time though I didn’t even know there 
was more to the prayer than the first four lines. Then when 
I read the rest of it for the first time, I didn’t like the rest of 
it. The phrase “reasonably happy in this life” just didn’t sit 
well with me. I wanted more than “reasonably happy.” 
Doesn’t Jesus call us to Abundant Life? As I read it all 
again in the midst of this COVID-19 time, I resonate with it 
more. “Reasonably happy with this life” is enough as long 
as the “supremely happy with Christ forever in the next” is 
there too. Abundant Life and reasonably happy aren’t 
opposites or mutually exclusive. They can happen at the 
same time.  

So as we continue to celebrate Easter, remember Jesus 
rose for you. Happy Easter.  

Take care and God bless, 

 

-PrAshley  

PrAshley’s Page 
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How Will the Covid 19 Coronavirus Pandemic Affect 
Our Future Interactions as a Church Family? 
 

This is a big and extremely important question. As we all 

know, the coronavirus pandemic continues to have a major 

impact on our world and our society, resulting in a very 

uncertain future. The St. Paul Safety and Emergency 

Preparedness Ministry team has been keeping a close eye 

on the daily developments and current recommendations and 

mandates from the national, state and local health experts. 

 

We want you to know that the current health crisis is 

something we take very seriously. At the recent virtual 

Church Council meeting we discussed our concerns on what 

it will take to reopen our doors and, once again, worship and 

serve as we are asked to do. To prepare for this reopening, 

many questions will need to be answered and changes and 

modifications will need to be made. To accomplish these 

tasks, the Safety and Emergency Preparedness Ministry 

team will work in a proactive and collaborative approach with the Worship and Music, Community Meals, Food 

Pantry and Fellowship ministry teams to develop new and safer ways to help us serve and worship while 

keeping risks to our health at a minimum. 

 

The Safety and Emergency Preparedness Ministry will take on the task of recommending changes in our 

worship service and in the fellowship and community activities we so enjoy and strive to serve. As of this 

writing, the federal government is outlining its plan to reopen the country and the state of Florida is working on 

its own plan. Opening the economy is vital but so is continuing to protect ourselves from contracting and 

spreading the virus, which health experts say will be active in our communities for many months to come. 

Considering most of our congregation is part of the over 65 higher risk population, we must do all we can over 

the coming months to keep healthy and minimize risk. Our team looks forward to using current and future 

guidelines and recommendations from the health experts and our synod to put a safe plan in place for the 

future at St. Paul. 

 

We know this “new normal” is hard to imagine and you must have questions and concerns. We would like to 

hear from you as we discuss, plan, and recommend the next steps to come together as a church family. If you 

have any suggestions, questions and concerns, please feel free to call or email them to Cindy Paxton at 941-

377-3449 or cindypaxton12@outlook.com. 

 

Stay healthy and safe! 

 

The Safety and Emergency Preparedness Ministry Team 

 

JD Miller 
Cindy Paxton 
Colleen Ryan 

 

mailto:cindypaxton12@outlook.com?subject=I%20have%20a%20suggestion
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2020 Giving Challenge 
Invest in the Power of People 

 
 
 
 
 

The Giving Challenge 2020 is a 24-hour online giving event beginning on Tuesday, April 28, at noon and ending on 
Wednesday, April 29, at noon. Suggested donation is $200 or more, but any contribution will positively impact our 
community. For every one dollar invested in SURE, over $50 is leveraged in our community. This means that your $200 
investment with $100 matched will leverage $15,000 in Sarasota. 

During the 2020 Giving Challenge, The Patterson Foundation will provide: 
 
1:1 match for each unique donor’s contribution - up to $100 per donor, per organization, so your $200 investment 
becomes $300. Few other organizations in Sarasota can boast a return on investment of 50:1. 

Why should I invest? 

SURE works to create a more just Sarasota for all by tackling problems that affect our members and their loved ones. 
We tackle these issues by building people power to hold public officials accountable for implementing fair policies and 
practices. We achieve our victories by giving our leaders the tools and training they need to win the changes our 
community wants to see in Sarasota. 

 We start our annual process by listening carefully. Over 300 people gather in small house meetings to share their 
fears, hopes, and dreams for our community. The testimonies gathered help guide our decisions about what issues to 
tackle.  

 Then, we research. We consult with experts, collect data, and look for proven solutions. 

 Finally, we take action by pressing local officials to implement proven solutions to the problems plaguing our city 
and county. Our process culminates in our annual Nehemiah Action Assembly, where 1,000 members of our 
community gather to press local leaders to make public commitments on those items. Year after year, this is the 
largest gathering of its kind in Sarasota County. Since 1997, we've won several key victories that have made Sarasota a 
more just place for everyone. 

Here's where you come in! We achieve these victories through comprehensive trainings for our community leaders and 
organizational support. We cannot provide these key elements without your crucial investment. An investment in SURE 
is an investment in a more just Sarasota. 

Learn more about our accomplishments here 

How to participate: 

 During the 24-hour window from noon on April 28 and noon on April 29, go online and Click Here to our Giving 
Challenge profile page to make your investment. 

 Also, SHARE with others in your network to encourage them to invest in a more just Sarasota. 
 
Please visit www.givingpartnerchallenge.org to learn more about this investment opportunity. We thank you in 
advance for your participation in this very important fundraising event. 

https://suresarasota.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=336b7cc0238733c0f424d3d78&id=0ced24bb35&e=2ea4279c43
https://suresarasota.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=336b7cc0238733c0f424d3d78&id=5e93e9482a&e=2ea4279c43
http://www.givingpartnerchallenge.org/
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How You can be a voice for s.u.r.e. initiative 
 
When SURE achieved the implementation of juvenile civil citations in 2016, it was with the intention of 

reducing the number of children who were being arrested in Florida. Part of this effort was also to insure 

accountability, monitoring why children who were eligible for civil citations were getting arrested instead. 

Officers were to give a reason why an eligible child was getting arrested. 

Unfortunately, there is a box on the officers’ paperwork that allows an officer to check “No reason given” for an 

arrest. Out of the approximately 5,000 civil citation eligible children who were arrested last year, 4,700+ had 

the “No reason given” box checked. This is unacceptable. 

The statewide collaborative of Florida DART organizations have tried to meet with the DJJ Secretary Marstiller 

to no avail. The steering committee of the Criminal Justice Committee is asking that all SURE members send 

an email to Sec. Marstiller, urging her to have the “No reason given” box removed. To do this, we are 

providing a link that SURE members can access easily to send this message ASAP. Please share this link as 

well as other friends and family that you have in Florida. Together, with our 10 sister organizations in Florida, 

we can work to stop the arrest of children in Florida for "no reason given." 

For questions or more information, please contact the SURE office, suresarasota@gmail.com, or Laurie Etter, 

laurietter@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
 
Congregation Council Synopsis • march & april 
 

At a Called Congregation Council meeting on March 30 via virtual media (Zoom): 

Approved a motion to suspend the public Worship Services on Sunday morning through the end of April. 
Evaluation of the schedule forward will be made by the Congregation Council. No activities will be held on 
campus, except for the Community Meal and the Food Pantry. ECLC will be closing at the end of the day 
tomorrow, March 31, until further notice.  

Approved extending the opportunity of online giving to include all giving, not only special gifts.  

Approved Malia Fong as the parent representative to the ECLC Board, replacing Missy Masse as of June 1, 
2020. 

Unanimously agreed to apply for a CARES act loan. Official action by the council will be taken, if approved. 

 

At the regular April Congregation Council meeting on April 16 via virtual media (Zoom): 

Approved the online giving to include ACH (online check) giving. 

Set in motion plans to develop procedures for public worship when the Congregation Council approves it. 

The congregational pastor and president will call a meeting to address any action needed prior to the 
scheduled May meeting. 

February and March minutes, pastor’s report, and financial information may be found in the binder in the 
narthex. The April minutes will be available after approval at the May 21, 2020 meeting.   

https://sure.good.do/stoparrestingchildreninflorida/
mailto:suresarasota@gmail.com?subject=More%20Info
mailto:laurietter@gmail.com?subject=More%20SURE%20info
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Members 

Beetle Family 

Susan Burmaster 

Sue Fisher 

Bob Fong 

Evelyn Gulliksen 

Ed Hahn 

Brian McCulley 

Cecilia Morvick 

Ann Olsen 

Jean Panthana 

James Paulsson 

Cindy Paxton 

John Puckhaber 

Susy Scholl 

Kathie Snyder 

Ginger Webb 

Karin Zukowski 
Jim Paulsson 

 

Homebound Members 

Joanne Austin 

Sharyn Brodnax 

Pr. Loren Hoch 

Charles Kistner 

Olive Lehman 

June Manselle 

Mary Marshall 

Virginia McQuaig 

Lorraine Metcalf 

Michael Reiter 

Carole Wilson 

Bettie Zuknick 

Friends and Family 

Marge 

Clinton Allen 

Alice Bishop – friend of Doris 

Schlotterback 

Sherri and Rebecca Buete – family of 

Brian McCulley 

Tom & Michele Dawson – friends of 

Ethel Hamilton 

Stephanie Diehl 

Nicole, Shane, and Brodie Dietrich - 

friends of the Puckhabers 
Cody Eddleman – husband of John 

Beyer 

Freddie Greer – friend of Jim Paulsson 

David Jackerson – son of Susy Scholl 

Janet Lewis 

John Logan – brother of Judy Carnal 

Kenny Manselle—son of June 

Manselle 

Ginny Marraccini – sister of Kathie 

Snyder 

Pamela McCann 

Tiffany Merrill 

Pam Mills – sister of Daniel Mills 

John Morrow 

Scott Musser – friend of Judy Roberts 

Karen Paulsson  

Terry Panthana – niece of Jean 

Panthana 

Cory Putnam – grandson of Janice 

Kruse 

Manny Rebas – friend of Ethel 

Hamilton 

Ann Redding 

Candy Reimer – godmother of 

PrAshley 

Brian Rogers – nephew of Sue Barry 

Brian & Tommy Schlotterback—sons 

of Doris Schlotterback 

Cynthia Lu Scholl – sister of Susy 

Scholl 

Timothy Smith—grandson of Ginny 

McQuaig 

Susan Sullivan – friend of John 

Ferreira 

Dan Torrence 

Elaine & Mark Vanderweight 

Amy Zuccarello—daughter of Dcn. 

Michele Hilton 

 

 

“Praise be to the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

compassion and the God of all 
comfort, who comforts us in all our 

troubles, so that we can comfort those 
in any trouble, with the comfort we 

ourselves have received from God.”  

 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 
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  St. Paul Mission Prayer 
 

Pray with us, 

    God of grace and love, you created us as your children and have brought us to St. Paul 

Lutheran Church. We are not perfect people, but this church is the perfect place for imperfect 

people. Thank you for your grace through Christ given to us. You call us to proclaim to 

everyone we meet that your grace is for them too. As a Holy Spirit-led family of God, we ask 

you to help us joyfully share your word and serve your people, so that together our lives 

make a difference in your kingdom here on earth. Strengthen us in our mission together; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR OF EVENTS • MAY 2020 
 

9:30A 
 
 

9:00A 
10:00A 

 
 

11:00A 
1:00P 

 
 

5:00P 
5:30P 

 
 

8:00A 
 
 

9:30A 
 
 

9:00A 
10:00A 

 
 
 

5:30P 
 
 

8:00A 

MAY 1 FRI 
FOOD PANTRY PACKING 
 
MAY 2 SAT 
FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
MUSICIAN REHEARSAL 
 
MAY 3 SUN 
CONFIRMATION VIA ZOOM 
SURE TEAM VIA ZOOM 
 
MAY 5 TUES 
WORSHIP & MUSIC 
COMMUNITY MEAL 
 
MAY 6 WED 
PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS 
 
MAY 8 FRI 
FOOD PANTRY PACKING 
 
MAY 9 SAT 
FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
MUSICIAN REHEARSAL 
 
MAY 12 TUES 
MINISTRY REPORTS DUE 
COMMUNITY MEAL 
 
MAY 13 WED 
PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS 

 
NOON 
1:30P 
2:30P 
3:30P 

 
 
 

9:30A 
 
 

9:00A 
10:00A 

 
 

5:30P 
 
 

8:00A 
 
 

6:30P 
 
 

9:30A 
 
 

9:00A 
10:00A 

MAY 14 THURS 
FINANCE VIA ZOOM 
COMMUNICATIONS VIA ZOOM 
EVANGELISM VIA ZOOM 
EXECUTIVE TEAM VIA ZOOM 
 
MAY 15 FRI 
MESSENGER DEADLINE 
FOOD PANTRY PACKING 
 
MAY 16 SAT 
FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
MUSICIAN REHEARSAL 
 
MAY 19 TUES 
COMMUNITY MEAL 
 
MAY 13 WED 
PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS 
 
MAY 21 THURS 
COUNCIL MEETING VIA ZOOM 
 
MAY 22 FRI 
FOOD PANTRY PACKING 
 
MAY 23 SAT 
FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
MUSICIAN REHEARSAL 

 
5:30P 
6:00P 
7:00P 

 
 

8:00A 
 
 

9:30A 
 
 

9:00A 
10:00A 

 
 

9:30A 
 

MAY 26 TUES 
COMMUNITY MEAL 
BELL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
CHOIR REHEARSAL 
 
MAY 27 WED 
PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS 
 
MAY 29 FRI 
FOOD PANTRY PACKING 
 
MAY 30 SAT 
FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
MUSICIAN REHEARSAL 
 
MAY 31 SUN 
PENTECOST & 
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 
 

This schedule may change as we receive more information from the synod and our 

Safety & Emergency Preparedness ministry team regarding recommendations going 

forward with our church worship and activities. We will try to keep you as informed as 

possible via Eblast and website updates. Thank you for your patience and 

understanding.  
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May 2 - Dorothy Boller 
May 3 - Janet Hepner 
May 4 - Gail Hodge 
May 11 - Kellen Masse 
May 13 - Michael Reiter 
May 16 - Bruce Morvick 
May 19 - Sandy Tull 
May 27 - Kelley Eckert 
May 27 - Elizabeth Schwartz 
May 28 - Stella Reynolds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
May 23 - Miriam & Henry Blosser 
May 26 - Sue & Rick Barry 
May 27 - Kelley & Jay Eckert 

 

thank you from barry 
 
I am sending out a huge THANK YOU to all 
who volunteered for the Easter Saturday 
Children’s Celebration & Easter Egg Hunt 
which was unfortunately canceled this year. 
You willingness to volunteer is amazing. 
 
I would ask you to save up all your 
enthusiasm and be on stand by for next 
year. 
 
Coordinator 
Barry Smith  

 
 
 

new photo directory update 
 
We have received communication from LifeTouch that their operations 
are on hold at this time. They are hopeful to be able to return to work 
and begin printing directories again in August. It is unfortunate that our 
timing was such that we got caught up in the shut down. 
 
Initial photos that were taken have been mailed out to members who 
had photography done. If you wanted reprints, those orders are not 
being taken at this time. 
 
As more information is received, we will pass it along. Thank you for 
your understanding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy 92nd 
birthday pr. 
loren hoch 
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Masks are needed 
From the Sarasota Cancer Centers 

I hope you are doing well and staying safe. Florida Cancer Specialists & Research Institute (FCS) is continuing 

their efforts to safeguard the health and safety of patients, physicians and staff as this pandemic evolves. As 

part of these efforts, FCS is requiring everyone in the clinic to wear a protective face mask or face covering 

(homemade masks are acceptable). This is where you come in! We are asking for your support in spreading 

the word among your friends and community groups to help make face masks for the Sarasota Downtown 

Cancer Center and Sarasota Cattleman Cancer Center. 

If you are able to help or know of a community group that would like to donate homemade masks, please have 

them deliver the masks to: 

Sarasota Downtown Cancer Center located at: 1970 Golf Street, Sarasota, Florida 34236 

Sarasota Cattleman Cancer Center located at: 600 N Cattlemen Rd Suite 200, Sarasota, FL 34232 

Both clinics have a check-in area in the main lobby and 

will gladly accept donations. I’m also including the link 

from the Center for Disease Control (CDC) that shows 

the proper way to wear a mask, as well as how to make 

a mask if you would like to give it a try. 

 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-

getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html 

Please feel free to forward this email on to anyone 

interested in helping with this effort. As always, thank 

you for your ongoing support! I look forward to seeing 

you all soon when life returns to normal. 

Take care and stay well everyone! 

CARLEY PAGANELLI 
Volunteer Program Manager – Southwest 
Florida Cancer Specialists Foundation 
5985 Silver Falls Run, Suite 210, Lakewood Ranch, FL 34211 
O: 941.677.7191 | C: 616.498.1165  | F: 813-623-4703 
E: Carley.Paganelli@FLCancer.com W: http://fcsf.org/  

 

From St. Paul Lutheran Church 

Consider also making and donating masks to St. Paul to be given to those members who may need them and 
for possible use when we return to worshiping together in the sanctuary. 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
mailto:Carley.Paganelli@FLCancer.com?subject=Masks
http://fcsf.org/
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A message from Bishop Suarez 
 
April 14, 2020 
 
 
Dear beloved in Christ, 

In the hope of the Resurrection, we stand and balance our lives for the 

sake of the One who died and was raised from death, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord! 

What a different Holy Week! I am so proud of the many of you who 

ventured into new ways of being church and served God’s people to the 

best of your abilities. Some of you are trying to rest and slowly get back 

into the “new normal” of meeting by video conferences and so on. 

We don’t know how long this “stay home” situation will last; however, we 

continue to learn how to manage our lives from our homes. My prayers 

are that we may have the physical health and emotional strength to go through this.  

We will be sharing relevant information as decisions are made regarding our near future activities, 

such as Bishop’s visits, Synod Assembly and more. As you now know, we are welcoming Marina 

Ernst among us as the Communication Specialist for the synod and this will help in sharing what we 

need to know. 

We appreciate when you share with the Bishop’s staff any news from your congregation, anybody 

affected, or ways you are ministering during this crisis. Keep up the good work! 

Peace and Health, 

+ Bp. Pedro 

Rev. Pedro Suarez, Bishop 

Florida-Bahamas Synod, ELCA 

conversation • fellowship • study 
via zoom 

 

Monday 4/27 • 11a 
 

email kim • kaheindl@comcast.net 
for a zoom invitation 

mailto:kaheindl@comcast.net?subject=Zoom%20fellowship


 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
  & Early Childhood Learning Center 

2256 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota FL 34239 

      941-955-6479 Preschool 941-955-6480 

      941-955-8600 

       www.StPaulSarasota.org 

Rev. Ashley Nicolls, Pastor 
 

Sunday Schedule 
9:30a Service of Worship on Facebook Live 
(until further notice) 

 

We Are Still Here! 

 
Even though we are not gathering at this 

time, remember the church office 
remains open: 

Monday—Friday, 9a to Noon. 
 

You can call us or email us:  
StPaul-Admin@verizon.net.  

 
You can send a message through the 

website at the bottom of the home page: 
www.StPaulSarasota.org. 

 


