
Greetings St. Paul Lutheran Church! 
 
St. Paul is a congregation who serves.  We pride ourselves on serving locally, nationally, and abroad.  
  
One of the ministries that started before the pandemic but had to stop because of it, is re-starting on Monday, Oct. 26 at 
1pm in the Fellowship Hall. It will continue every 3rd Monday of the month at 1pm starting in 
November. I hope you join in this meaningful ministry. 
  
Hope Seeds had been active at St. Paul for several months with Bonnie Zipf and her daughter 
Julie organizing it. Hope Seeds is a Christian ministry which provides quality garden seeds to a 
hungry world through missionaries and mission teams to help feed the whole person – body, mind, and soul. It not only 
provides the seeds but also teaches good gardening practices toward a more sustainable solution to world hunger. The 
ministry’s focus comes from Genesis 1:29 when God spoke and said, “I have given you every plant with seeds on the face 
of the earth and every tree that has fruit with seeds. This will be your food.”  
 
It’s an easy mission project for all ages. Bonnie and Julie provide the seeds and each person who attends puts them into 
baggies and labels them. It is a ministry that we can do at a safe distance with each person having their own table and 
supplies. Masks are required.  
 
I wanted to share a Seed Success Story I read on the Hope Seeds website (hopeseeds.org) to show you who you are 
helping when you serve. In the small Uganda village of Lukanda is a very avid gardener, Moses. He, his wife and their 
young children work together to seed, plant, preen, weed, and finally harvest many vegetables. Lettuce and Leeks, Bell 
Pepper and Tomato, Cabbage and Cucumbers, Eggplant and Collards, and even Zucchini and others are grown in small 
plots integrated into a patchwork of companion plantings. The result is a bounty of nutrition which enables the family to 
be well fed as well as some income production. What makes this garden a true Seed Success Story is that Moses is saving 
seed of several of the species (those that will reproduce seed in the equator region) ensuring him a resource for the next 
season(s). Seed saving is taught and promoted by Hope Seeds, and we give Moses accolades for making this part of his 
own sustainable nutrition plan, and his efforts will be a shining example to his neighbors, and we hope to many 
communities in Uganda. Seed Success Stories like this should be celebrated – to God goes all the glory for his great 
creation! 
 
Hope Seeds is a great way to serve those all around the world. If you want to help someone right here in Sarasota, there 
is an opportunity for that too. One of our members, Kendall Riley, is a third grader at Ashton Elementary school. She is a 
part of a Read-A-Thon Fundraiser at her school. If you want to support Kendall and Ashton Elementary, please go to this 
website. https://www.read-a-thon.com/reader/2113748794/email  
 
And then a way to serve our nation. Early Voting starts on Monday! Early Voting dates and times for Sarasota are: 
Monday, Oct. 19–Sunday, Nov. 1 (8:30 am–6:30 pm). 
Supervisor of Elections Offices: Terrace Building, 2001 Adams Lane, Sarasota  
Sarasota Square Mall, 8201 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota 34238  
North Sarasota Library, 2801 Newtown Blvd., Sarasota 34234  
Fruitville Library, 100 Apex Rd., Sarasota 34240 
Bee Ridge Park, 4430 S. Lockwood Ridge Rd., Sarasota 34231  
 
If you have turned in your ballot already by mail, be sure to check if it has been accepted and tabulated. I checked 
the website and mine has been! (https://registration.elections.myflorida.com/en/CheckVoterStatus) Once you 
have filled out your information (Name/Birthday), the next screen has at the bottom, “Ballot and Precinct 
Information,” click on that to see if your vote has been tabulated.  
 
Take care and God bless, 

10.16.2020 

-PrAshley 
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