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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
9:30a Service of Worship  

Pastor ~ Reverend Ashley Nicolls 

Welcome!  

May God’s grace continue to 
overflow to and through you. 

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church.  

We hope you will use this bulletin during the week to have a song to 

sing, prayers to pray and give comfort, whether you are worshipping 

in person or from home on your electronic devices. 

Please know that although not all of us are physically together to 

worship, our Lord is still with us. We give thanks for those who do 

attend in-person, but also this technology that allows us to share the 

bulletin, record the service of worship and post to our website. 

Our Tuesday community meals are still on and so are the Saturday 

Food Pantrys. Please continue to bring in supplies for these ministries. 

Your offerings during this time are especially appreciated as our 

ministries still continue. They can be made via online giving, given on 

Sunday morning, mailed to the church or dropped off during our 

normal office hours Monday-Friday • 9a-12noon.  

May God bless you and give you peace.   
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Prelude 
                                     “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!”                    music by             
                                                            John Ferreira                                 Melchoir Vulpius 
 

Easter Proclamation 
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is Risen! Response: He is Risen indeed! Alleluia! (soft)  
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is Risen! Response: He is Risen indeed! Alleluia! (louder) 
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is Risen! Response: He is Risen indeed Alleluia! (louder) 
 

Hymn 
Day of Arising 
Verses 1 & 2  
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Spiritual Communion Prayer 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament. I love You 
above all things and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive 
You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were 
already there, and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from 
You. Amen. 

Holy Communion 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:    
Response: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Lord’s Prayer  
Pastor: Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray.   
Response:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.     

 

Invitation to Communion   
Pastor:  The risen Christ invites us to come, eat and be satisfied. 
Response: Thanks be to God.  
 

Post Communion Blessing   
Pastor: Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace now and forever. Response: Amen. 
 

Hymn 
Day of Arising 
Verses 3 & 4 
See page 2 

 

Please Walk Inside  
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Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen. Response: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! (sign) 
 
Pastor: Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the 
gift of baptism. We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit 
comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like 
streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers. Breathe 
your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and 
forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us one, 
risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To you be given all praise, with the 
Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. Response: Amen. (sign) 
 

Hymn 
Now All the Vault of Heav’n Resounds verses 1-3 
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Prayer of the Day  
Pastor: Let us pray. 
Response: Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to 
be your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to 
the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen (sign) 
 

Scripture ~ Acts 3:12-19 
After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how God’s promises 
to Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s death and resurrection, 
God is offering them forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ name. 
 

12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do 
you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?13The God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has 
glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of 
Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous 
One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, 
whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, 
his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is 
through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 17“And now, 
friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this way God 
fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would 
suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 
 

Word of God. Word of Life.  Response: Thanks be to God. (sign) 
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Scripture ~ Psalm 4 
1Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; you set me free when I was in 
distress; have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 2“You mortals, how long will you 
dishonor my glory; how long will you love illusions and seek after lies?” 3Know that the 
Lord does wonders for the faithful; the Lord will hear me when I call. 4Tremble, then, and 
do not sin; speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. 5Offer the appointed sacrifices, 
and put your trust in the Lord.6Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” Let the 
light of your face shine upon us, O Lord. 7You have put gladness in my heart, more than 
when grain and wine abound. 8In peace, I will lie down and sleep; for you alone, O Lord, 
make me rest secure. 
 

Word of God.  Word of Life. Response: Thanks be to God. (sign) 
 

Scripture ~ 1 John 3:1-7  
God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full details 
of our future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to take away 
our sins. 
 

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and 
that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know 
him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. 
What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as 
he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 4Everyone 
who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he was 
revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; 
no one who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive 
you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 
 

Word of God.  Word of Life. Response: Thanks be to God. (sign) 
 

Special Music 

                                                       “Because He Lives”           music by William J. Gaither 
Susy Scholl, soloist 

God sent His Son they called Him Jesus 
He came to love heal and forgive 
He bled and died to buy my pardon 
An empty grave is there to prove 
My Savior lives 
 
 
 

Chorus:  
Because He lives I can face tomorrow 
Because He lives all fear is gone 
Because I know He holds the future 
And life is worth the living 
Just because He lives 
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How sweet to hold our newborn baby 
And feel the pride and joy he gives 
But greater still the calm assurance 
This child can face uncertain days 
Because Christ lives Chorus 

And then one day I'll cross that river 
I'll fight life's final war with pain 
And then as death gives way to vict'ry 
I'll see the lights of glory 
And I'll know He reigns  Chorus

 

Gospel ~ Luke 24:36b-48 
In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the disciples to 
understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and sends them on a 
mission to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness. 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24th chapter.  
Response: Glory to you, O Lord. (sign) 
36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with 
you.” 37They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He 
said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at 
my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not 
have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed 
them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still 
wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece 
of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence. 44Then he said to them, “These 
are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about 
me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he 
opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is 
written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.” 
 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.  Response: Praise to you, O Christ. (sign) 
 

Sermon ~ Pastor Ashley Nicolls 

 

Hymn of the Day 
The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done verses 1, 3, 5 
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Prayers of the Church 
Assisting Minister: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our 
prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.  
A brief silence. 
Assisting Minister: Living God, in the midst of Easter joy we are still filled with questions 
and wondering. Open our hearts and minds as we encounter the scriptures, so that the 
church embodies repentance and forgiveness in the name of Jesus to all nations. Hear 
us, O God.  Response: Your mercy is great.  (sign) 
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Assisting Minister: Creating God, like a master artist you have fashioned the universe 
out of your love and delight. Heal your creation where it is in need of restoration. Provide 
all the inhabitants of earth a peaceful and sustainable home. Hear us, O God. 
Response: Your mercy is great. (sign) 
Assisting Minister: God of all, the nations hunger and thirst for your righteousness. Many 
call on you for guidance and strength. Answer their hopes with the peace of Christ and 
give your lovingkindness to national, state, and local leaders of people. Hear us, O God. 
Response: Your mercy is great. (sign) 
Assisting Minister: Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and answer them in 
their distress. Grant to those who are sick and suffering your compassion and nurse 
them back to health and wholeness, especially those we name now aloud or in our 
hearts (pause).  Be close to the hearts of the lonely. Hear us, O God.  
Response: Your mercy is great. (sign) 
Assisting Minister: Loving Parent, you have given us such love that we should be called 
the children of God. Reveal yourself to us so that we in this community of faith will 
become more and more like you in our mutual love and bold witness. Hear us, O God. 
Response: Your mercy is great. (sign) 
Assisting Minister: Ever-present Lord, be with our members, especially…and our 
preschool teachers and students, especially… Hear us, O God.  
Response: Your mercy is great. (sign) 
Assisting Minister: God of all times and ages, those who have died in you now see you 
as you are. We thank you for their lives among us. Assure us of the peace you have 
promised, that we may join them in everlasting life. Hear us, O God. 
Response: Your mercy is great. (sign) 
Assisting Minister: In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting 
in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Response: Amen. (sign) 

 

Lord’s Prayer (sung and signed) 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen.  Amen.   

 

Blessing 

Pastor: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen 

Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Response: Amen (sign) 
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Sending Hymn 

Alleluia! Jesus is Risen verses 1, 3-5 
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Announcements 
 

Dismissal  
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen. Response: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! (sign) 
Pastor: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!  
Response: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! (sign) 
Pastor: And all God’s children say and sign, Response: Amen (sign) 
 

Postlude 
                                                    “This Joyful Eastertide”        17th Century Dutch folk tune 

John Ferreira 
 

Attendance for Last Sunday:  37 in-person; 117 views (as of 4/12/21) 
Eternal candle is given by Jim Paulsson in remembrance of Lars Paulsson’s 1 year 
anniversary of entering his heavenly home.   
Bulletins are given by Dorrie Parsons for the month of April with deepest thanks and 
sincere appreciation for the kindness and generosity expressed by my St. Paul family.   
 

 
 

St. Paul Mission Statement 
As a Holy Spirit-led family of God, we are called through baptism to proclaim and bear witness to 

God’s reconciling grace in Jesus Christ to all so that by joyfully sharing God’s Word and 
encouraging each other to service for the sake of others, our lives together make a difference for 

Christ and His kingdom.
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Please remember in your prayers… 
All those serving in the U.S. Military. The homeless in our neighborhood, our city, our nation and the world. The 
Florida Bahamas Synod Office of the Bishop Staff:  Bishop Pedro, Assistants to the Bishop Pastors Khader, Rob C., 
Rob R., and Deacon Connie, Specialists Jim and Marina, Support Staff Tina, Yuliet, Kim, and Ileana.  
SURE – Sarasota United for Responsibility and Equity.  
Our Members, especially, Bruce and Cecilia Morvick, Jason Neff, and Nancy Neff, Mae Noll, and Ann Olsen.   
Our preschool teachers and students, especially, Miss Olivia and Miss Sierra, Genevieve, Paig, and Oakley 

Members 

Beetle Family 
John Beyer 
Henry Blosser 
Susan Burmaster 
Donna Casala 
Sue Fisher 
Bob Fong 
Jane French 
Barbara and Ed Hahne 
Carolyn Mele 
Cecilia Morvick 
Jean Panthana 
James Paulsson 
John Puckhaber 
Susy Scholl 
Dave and Betty Smowton 
Curt Swenson 
Karin Zukowski 
Homebound Members 
Sharyn Brodnax 
Carol Chambers 
Charles Kistner 
Olive Lehman 
June Manselle 
Virginia McQuaig 
Ann Olsen 
Michael Reiter 
Carole Wilson 
Bettie Zuknick  
Friends and Family  
Dustin – family friend of Carol 
Chambers 
Jason & Samantha – Debi Rado’s 
son and daughter-in-law 
LaShonda – friend of J. Beyer 
Mark K. – friend of Cindy Paxton 
Martin, Ernest, and Tricia- friends of 
Puckhabers 
Susan – friend of Cindy Paxton 
Clinton Allen – friend of Jim 
Paulsson  
Geri Bandauski – sister of Dave 
Smowton 
 

Susan, Kaleigh, and Devon Boller – 
family of Dorothy Boller 
Franklin Boyer – friend of 
Puckhabers 
Pam and David Brett – family of 
Puckhabers 
Sherri and Rebecca Buete – family 
of Brian McCulley 
Kathleen Cannon – friend of 
Puckhabers 
Alice Chanover – friend of 
Puckhabers 
Rusty Corner and family- friend of 
Susan Burmaster 
Esther Davis – friend of Puckhabers 
Skylar Dickey – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
Stephanie Diehl – daughter of 
community meal guests 
John Dolittle – family friend of Brian 
McCulley 
Cody Eddleman – husband of John 
Beyer 
Kathy Gbur – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
Auggie Glasgow – grandson of 
Cindy Paxton 
Freddie Greer – friend of Jim 
Paulsson 
Brian Grogan – son-in-law of 
Hillerichs 
Terri Hancock – friend of Marthe 
Hildreth 
Eli Harshman – ECLC student 
David Jackerson – son of Susy 
Scholl 
Linda Jones – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
Kenny Manselle—son of June 
Manselle 
Ginny Marraccini – sister of Kathie 
Snyder 

Dan Martin - friend of Susy Scholl 
Marsha McKinney- former member 
Melissa Meyers and family – sister 
of Marthe Hildreth 
Pam Mills – sister of Daniel Mills 
John Morrow – family of Brian 
McCulley 
Karen Paulsson – sister of Jim 
Paulsson 
Terry Panthana – niece of Jean 
Panthana 
Cory Putnam – grandson of Janice 
Kruse 
Manny Rebas – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
Candy Reimer – godmother of 
PrAshley 
Rose Sajevic – family friend of Pr. 
Ashley 
Brian & Tommy Schlotterback—
sons of Doris Schlotterback  
Cynthia Lu Scholl – sister of Susy 
Scholl 
Jim  and Robert Scianni – sons of 
Sciannis 
Clint Shantz- former member 
Donna Shepherd  - sister of Gail 
Seyfarth 
Timothy Smith—grandson of Ginny 
McQuaig 
Dave Spitler – former St. Paul 
member 
Elaine & Mark Vanderweight- 
friends of Jim Paulsson 
Amy Zuccarello—daughter of Dcn. 
Michele Hilton 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
and Early Childhood Learning Center 

 

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

and the Florida-Bahamas Synod, established 1955 

2256 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota, Florida 34239 

Phone: 941.955.6479   Fax: 941.955.8600   ECLC Phone: 941.955.6480 

Website: www.StPaulSarasota.org 

 

Reverend Ashley Nicolls, Pastor – PrAshley1010@gmail.com 

 Dorrie Parsons, Parish Administrator—StPaul-admin@verizon.net 

John Ferreira, Director of Music Ministries—sjrnmd@comcast.net 

Christine Merrill, ECLC Director--StPaul-eclc@verizon.net 

 

Executive Committee 
George Hutfilz, President  John McAuliffe, Vice President      

 Marty Hillerich, Treasurer      Sharon Wittren, Secretary  
 

Council Congregation 
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