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Pastor’s Article 
 
Greetings St. Paul Lutheran Church! 
 
As kids are going back to school, I think back to when I was in elementary school.  Our first 
assignment when we returned from summer break would be the famous question, “What did you do 
on your summer vacation?”  We would write what we did and present it to the class.  Growing up my 
summers were filled with lots of sports both playing and watching, fishing with my grandpa, playing 
cards with my grandma, and  a whole lot of reading (I once read more books than anyone else in our 
town during the summer reading program).  It was fun for me to go back to school and show everyone 
what I did in the summer.  Yes, I was one of those kids that liked school.   
 
This summer we’ve been challenged to take Jesus with us and look for God moments wherever we 
were.  It could have been somewhere on vacation or just in our own backyards.  Throughout the 
month of September we will have the opportunity to share our Jesus sightings.  I’ll share mine on 
September 2nd to start us off.  And each week following, others will have time to share.  You can bring 
pictures, make a power point presentation, or just bring your Jesus fan and speak from your seat where 
you saw Jesus this summer, or any other way you can think of to share your God moments.   
 
Our mission statement says that we work together to make a difference in Christ’s kingdom.  We all 
have stories to tell.  These stories tell of how Jesus makes a difference in our life or how Jesus makes 
a difference in someone else’s life through 
you.  I can’t wait to hear where you have seen 
Jesus this summer.   
 
Take care and God bless 
-PrAshley 
 
================================= 

 

Welcome  
 
The Congregation Council is pleased to 
announce that Dorrie Parsons has been 
hired to serve as our Parish Secretary. 
 
Her first day in the office was Monday,  
August 20.  When you are around the 
office between 9am to 12 noon, stop by, to 
say hello, and introduce yourself.  



 

 OUR MISSION AT ST. PAUL    As a Holy Spirit-led family of God, we are called through Baptism to proclaim and bear witness to God’s 

reconciling grace in Jesus Christ to all; so that by joyfully sharing God’s Word and encouraging each other to service for the sake of others, our 

lives together make a difference for Christ and His kingdom. 

The Messenger is the news-
letter of St. Paul Lutheran 
Church.  
 

Mailing address: 
2256 Bahia Vista St.,  

         Sarasota FL 34239-2499 
 
 

Telephone: 941-955-6479 Fax: 941-955-8600 
ECLC Preschool 941-955-6480 
Email: StPaul-Admin@verizon.net 
Preschool email: StPaul-ECLC@verizon.net 

Council email: StPaul-Council@verizon.net 

Pastor email: prashley1010@gmail.com  

Web site: www.StPaulSarasota.org 

Editor: Debi Rado 

St. Paul Lutheran Church is a member of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and 
the Florida-Bahamas Synod, ELCA. 

Pastor: Rev. Ashley Nicolls 

Synod Parish Deacon: Michele Hilton 
 

Executive Committee 
George Hutfilz, president    
Sandy Tull, vice president 
Sharon Wittren, secretary 
Marty Hillerich, treasurer 
 

Congregation Council 
Missy Craig, Marty Hillerich, George Hutfilz, 
John McAuliffe, Brian McCulley, JD Miller, Debi 
Rado, Frank Scianni,  Sandy Tull, Sharon 
Wittren, Pastor Ashley Nicolls 
 

Ministry Team Leaders 
Sharing & Caring – Betty Smowton 
Christian Education – Seeking volunteer leader 
Communications – Mike Rado 
Early Childhood Learning Cntr – Marilyn Hutfilz 
Evangelism – Marty Hillerich 
Fellowship – Nancy Neff 
Finance – John McAuliffe 
Food Pantry – George Hutfilz 
Outreach Ministry Fund – Curt Swenson 
Property – Frank Sciianni 
Social  – Cindy Paxton 
Stewardship – George & Marilyn Hutfilz 
Worship and Music – Sharon Wittren 
Parish Secretary – Dorrie Parsons 
Director of Music –  Dr. James Domzalski 
 

The Messenger is published monthly and  
distributed without charge to St. Paul Lutheran 
congregation members and friends. 
 

Copyright ©2018 St. Paul Lutheran Church, 
Sarasota FL. Permission granted for reproduc-
tion of individual articles with credit to source. 
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Council Highlights - August 
 Approved sending a survey to the congregation soliciting their views 

on worship services through Epiphany, January 6, 2019. 
 Approved to ratify changing Pastor Ashley Nicolls housing allowance 

designation. 
 Approved to ratify using an all-inclusive bulletin as a trial in August 

and September. 
 Regretfully accepted the resignation of Cindy Paxton from the 

Congregation Council. 
 Unanimously elected Sandy Tull as vice president. 
 Approved designating Sunday, October 7, as a “Disney Style” service. 

Dr. Jim will be on vacation, Valerie Nicolls will play. 
 Approved designating Sunday, September 30, as Harvest Fest Sunday. 
 Approved an off-site event,  Pretzels, Beer, and Brats on Saturday, 

October 27. Time and location to be determined. 
 Approved the Staff Support Committee’s (Executive Committee) 

recommendation to hire Dorrie Parsons as the Parish Secretary. 
 

The June minutes, the June and July financials and the Pastor’s report 
may be viewed in the Council notebook displayed in the narthex. The 
August minutes will be placed in the notebook after approval in 
September. 
 

The Executive Committee 

Finance Committee Report through July 
 

Income received: $ 143,489.43 
Expenses:             $ 196,934.26 
Net                         $ (53,444.83) 
ECLC Net Income       $2,384.06 

Pictures etc. from VBS next month 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Congregational Bridal Shower                       

Sunday, October 7, 2:00 p.m. 

You are invited to a Bridal Shower for Ashley Neff and 
Gabe Dennis in the Fellowship Hall on October 7. 

Please R.S.V.P. by October 3, if you are able to attend, or you are 
looking for gift ideas to: 

Judy Carnal at 377-9046 judysrq@comcast.net or Marty Hillerich at 349-
9414 dhillerich@aol.com. 

mailto:davelilnwerley@gmail.com
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Happy Birthday! 
 
 

 
** Homebound 
September 1 Rhonda Holliday 
September 3 Sue Fisher 
September 4 John McAuliffe 
September 5 Emilee Miller 
  Tamara Paolucci 
September 7 **Charles Kistner 
  **Mary Marshall 
September 8 Tonia Miller 
  Sharon Wittren 
September 20 Joann Flanigan 
September 22 Nicole Riley 
  Barry Smith 
September 23 David Holliday 
  Tess Vaessen 
September 26 Mark Weber 
September 28 Marcia Eckardt 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
September 24 
 Robert and Linda Case 
 Thad and Carolyn Masters 

 

Praises and Pinches 
 

Praise:  
 
Love, love, love St. Paul Lutheran Church and all my sisters and brothers in 
Christ.  submitted  by Gail Seyfarth 
 
Thank you sooo much for visiting me at Memorial in January, writing get 
well cards, and otherwise reaching out!  As an immigrant and widow and 
hardly any US family, I so much appreciated it, not to be totally ignored.  
And our Pastor is great! submitted by Karin Zukowski 
 
 

Pinches:  
 
I think Communion for those who cannot go up to the rail would be mean-
ingful if those with the wine and cups were with Pastor and not several 
minutes behind her.  submitted by Anonymous 

Thank you for your feedback.  Worship and Music talked about it 
and hopefully you have already seen the implementation of your 
suggestion.  Pastor Ashley is waiting for the assistants before she 
leaves the altar area.   

 
Please slow down the “Lord’s Prayer.”  We run thru it like a rushing train 
hardly thinking about the words that Jesus taught us.  A slower and more 
meaningful Lord’s Prayer is the desired outcome.   
submitted  by  Gail Seyfarth 

Thank you for your feedback.  Worship and Music talked about it 
and hopefully you have already experienced a slower and more 
meaningful speaking of the Lord’s Prayer and slower singing of the 
Lord’s Prayer, too.   

 
Sad that many people left St. Paul’s.  More young families are the desired 
outcome.  submitted by Karin Zukowski  

Thank you for your feedback.  Your sentiment is felt by many in the 
congregation.  We are working and praying for young families.  
There is a slow increase happening so we rejoice in that and hope 
our families continue to become more visible and others will join 
them.   

 
 

Debi Rado, editor, is away. This is an abbreviated newsletter. 



 
St. Paul Lutheran Church 
  & Early Childhood Learning Center 

2256 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota FL 34239 
Phone 941-955-6479 Fax 941-955-8600 
Preschool 941-955-6480 
Website www.StPaulSarasota.org 
Rev. Ashley Nicolls, Pastor 
 

Sunday Schedule 
9:30 a.m. Worship Service (May 20-Oct. 7) 

SPECIAL EVENTS —  

 
God’s Work our Hands Sunday 
Have you ever wanted something in your car to give someone who is holding a sign on a corner 
that says, “Anything helps”?  Here is your chance to put the supply boxes together and take  
several for your car.   
Sunday, September 9

th
 gather in the fellowship hall after worship to put together supply 

boxes for those on the streets.   
 
New Members Sunday 
We will be receiving new members on Sunday, September 16

th
.  If you are interested in joining 

as a member, seasonal member, or associate member, please see Pr. Ashley.   
 
Women’s Retreat! 
Join other women from across Florida at the Women of the ELCA Fall Gathering November 9-11th at Lake 
Yale.  If you are interested, please sign up at http://www.flwelca.com/fall-gathering or see Pr. Ashley.   
The cost is $205 per person.  Don’t let cost stop you from going.  See Pr. Ashley for financial assistance. 
If there is enough interest the St. Paul bus will go.   

 

2018 HARVEST FEST —September 30 
                  The Wonders of Water 
Fun, games and food are planned following the 
Sunday Worship on September 30. 
 
Featured will be an 18’ inflatable water slide, 
splash pools, and squirt sticks. Also, adding to 
the festivities will be a truck with a sound system, 
com-hole games, and prizes for kids. Mini 
hotdogs, hamburgers, brats and drinks will be 
provided. A dish to share will be requested at 
sign up. 
 

 

http://www.flwelca.com/fall-gathering

