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Greetings St. Paul
Lutheran Church!
As many folks do, whenever I
think of November, I think of
Thanksgiving. And whenever I
think of Thanksgiving, I think of a
couple of songs that I like. The
first one is Henry Smith’s, “Give
Thanks.” Don Moen often
performs it and hearing it live in
concert made it come alive for
me. The lyrics are simple, but
sometimes the simplest words
have the greatest meaning.

“Give thanks with a grateful heart.
Give thanks to the Holy One.
Give thanks because He’s giving
Jesus Christ, his Son.
And now let the weak say, ‘I am
strong.’
Let the poor say, ‘I am rich,’
because of what the Lord has
done for us.
Give thanks.”
That’s what we are called to
do. When we are weak we can
say we are strong, and when we
are poor we can say we are rich
because of Jesus’ victory over
death and the grave, and so we
give thanks. We give thanks in
many ways; one way is simply by
saying, “Thank you, Lord,” and
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other ways are by what we do:
giving of our talent to volunteer in
the church or community; giving
of our money to help those in
need; or giving of our time in
prayer for others.
Another song I think of around
Thanksgiving is based on
Matthew 6:25-33. The song is
“Seek Ye First.” The scripture tells
us to first strive for the kingdom of
God and everything else in our
life will be given to us. The
scripture got me thinking about
how do we seek the kingdom of
God since that seems to be the
key to everything else in life? The
song “Seek Ye First” doesn’t
really answer that question, but I
could see through the scripture
some answers, so I wrote some
new lyrics to the song. The first
verse is the same as the original
song, but the last three verses are
the words I came up with to
answer the question about how to
seek the kingdom of God.

How do we seek the kingdom of
God? By living thankfully. Then
we see these things are added
unto us. Allelu, Alleluia
God’s kingdom is in the midst of
us. We see it every day. Birds of
the air and the lilies of the field.
Allelu, Alleluia
Why do we worry about our lives
when God is holding us? We are
the chosen ones of the Lord.
Allelu, Alleluia.”
Have a blessed November and
Thanksgiving!
Take care and God bless,
-PrAshley

“Seek ye first the kingdom of God
and its righteousness, and all
these things shall be added unto
you. Allelu, Alleluia
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News from our Early Childhood
Learning Center
Hello Everyone,
School is definitely back in
session and we are so excited to
have our students back. While
Covid-19 has hit the world at
large, our school continues to be
an oasis for children to learn, play
and just be children for a bit. Our
mission to spread the word of God
to our students remains at the
forefront of our program. Pastor
Ashley has returned to doing
chapel weekly with the children.
We have decided to do it safely
outside practicing social
distancing. Pastor Ashley has
been so profound in the lives of
our children. We so frequently
hear children looking at their heart
and saying, I love you Jesus, as
she has taught them to do in
chapel.
We are trying very hard to
come up with ways for the
congregation to continue to be
part of our school, but doing it
safely. It is quite difficult now that
we do not have the ability to invite
everyone to events or have
children sing at church services.
The Fall Festival is missed by
everyone here. We are having our
annual costume parade as a
scaled down version this year as
the children so love it.
One idea we have to join our
school and congregation is
through a Book Buddies program.
We will have the students draw
pictures of what type of book they
are interested in and a
congregation member could send

the child a book with a note. It is a
great way for everyone to get to
know each other. We would want
to do this three times this school
year and Book Buddies would be
assigned the same child
throughout the school year. We
have 22 children in need of a
Book Buddy. Gail Seyfarth will be
our volunteer to coordinate
children with church members.
If you are interested, please
contact her at 941-266-5567 or
you can call me with questions at
941-306-7446.
We are very excited about this
idea and hope to have a Book
Buddy for every student.

~ Christine Merrill, ECLC Director
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OUR MISSION AT ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH As a Holy Spirit-led family of God, we are called through Baptism to proclaim
and bear witness to God’s reconciling grace in Jesus Christ to all; so that by joyfully sharing God’s Word and encouraging each other to service
for the sake of others, our lives together make a difference for Christ and His kingdom.
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Holy Communion Small Groups
Held in the Fellowship Hall at 10:30a following the Sunday morning worship service. Call the office if you’re
not sure who your Shepherd is.
Date

Cluster

Shepherd (s)

Households

Nov. 1

5

George & Marilyn Hutfilz

up to 11

Nov. 8

6 & 11

John McAuliffe & Michele Hilton, Marty Hillerich

up to 12

Nov. 15

13 & 1

Frank & Joan Scianni & Bonnie Zipf

up to 12

Nov. 22

9 & 10

The Swartzbaughs & Jane French

up to 12

Nov. 29

3 & 12

Jan Kruse & Sue Scherr

up to 12

Dec. 6

For guests or others who missed their scheduled time

up to 12

The cost per plant is $9.00 and the deadline for ordering in December 15.
Detach this form, and with your payment, drop in the offering plate, or mail or drop off at the office.
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Community Meals Fundraiser
Those who have purchased these treats in years
past know how wonderfully delicious they are and
superior in quality! They are a great treat for yourself, your friends, and they make a nice gift.
This year you can just go online and order them
from the comfort of your own home at: st-paultutheran-church-sarasota-fl.terrilynn.com. Any questions, please email Sue Scherr at ssmsretired@gmail.com.
All proceeds benefit St. Paul Community Meals
Ministry. Your generous donation is appreciated!

In-person Worship COVID Guidelines
Because of the on-going Covid pandemic, St. Paul
will be following these guidelines to keep each and
every one safe during our time together:
Before attending services, please consider the
following:
Are you experiencing flu-like symptoms?
Do you have a fever?
Have you recently been exposed to
someone who has tested positive for
Covid?
Have you traveled in the past two
weeks?
Are you at a higher risk for contracting
the virus?
You must wear a face mask to enter and remain
in the church.
Face masks should have double layers – no single layer “gaiters” or bandanas please.
Use hand sanitizer when entering the narthex.

Bring your own hand sanitizer and use it frequently.
Maintain the six feet social distancing at all
times.
Follow the seating placement rules and ushers'
assistance for where you can safely sit in the
Sanctuary.
Do not sit next to anyone who does not live in
your household.
If you are feeling ill or concerned about being
around others, please stay home.
If you have recently returned from traveling outside
the local community, please do not attend church
services until you have either quarantined for 14
days or remain symptom-free
for 14 days.
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Help Wanted—Your St. Paul Food Pantry
First, let me say a big thank you to all the volunteers who have kept our St. Paul
Food Pantry humming through the challenge of COVID-19. From a range of 40-45
families before the March lockdown, since then we have served a range of 65-75
families with a peak of 97. Volunteers meet the delivery truck on Thursday and set
up for the packing that is done on Friday to prepare for distribution on Saturday.
Everything we do is organized to meet our St. Paul COVID-19 guidelines for safety.

There are three special roles on Saturday morning involving registration where
we could use additional help.
One volunteer sits at the north door to the Fellowship Hall and serves as our
gatekeeper. Currently Sandy Tull (subbing for Ethel Hamilton, our stalwart gatekeeper of many moons) records folks by name and registration number for backup
purposes should we lose the Internet during the morning. She also manages the
number of clients in the Fellowship Hall (one family per table) and enforces our
face mask rule, providing masks if needed. Skills required: neat handwriting and a
friendly yet firm demeanor.
A second volunteer runs the registration computer, which connects to an on-line county-wide system that
tracks our clients. I currently serve in this role recording client visits. Skills required: a reasonable amount of
computer savvy and empathy to deal with often stressed clients.
A third volunteer serves as a paperwork assistant to the registrar, capturing data on new clients and renewing eligibility certifications for existing ones. Judy Carnal currently serves in this role. Skills required: neat
handwriting, a friendly demeanor, and infinite patience. Skills helpful: a bit of Spanish—many of our neighbors
struggle with English.
All three of these roles need trained job sharing/backup persons should any one of the regulars be unable
to serve. If you are interested helping out, please contact me at ghutfilz@yahoo.com or 941-266-1905.
A final thank you goes to those who have sustained our food pantry through their donations both in-kind
and monetarily; this is a vital community ministry about which all of St. Paul can be proud.

~ George Hutfilz, Food Pantry Coordinator

FROM YOUR FINANCE COMMITTEE
Report for year-to-date as of September 30, 2020
Actual

Budget

Income received:

$ 213,085.30

$ 234,387.10

Expenses:

$ 242,428.21

$ 252,117.42

St. Paul net $ (29,342.91)

$ (17,730.32)

$ (12,908.25)

$ 47,084.24

ECLC net position
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St. Paul’s Thanksgiving Dinner 2020
For years, St. Paul has hosted a Thanksgiving
Day Potluck Dinner for members and friends in the
Fellowship Hall.
This year, because of COVID, there will not be a
gathering. However, we will still offer a St. Paul
Thanksgiving Day Dinner - 2020 version!
On Thanksgiving Day, the FEAST will be ready
for those who wish to participate.

Again, the cutoff date for reservations is Friday,
November 20. We hope to begin distribution around
noon on Thursday and will contact you
Wednesday with your estimated delivery time.
Volunteer drivers are most welcome.
We are not going to let a pandemic interfere with
St. Paul's Thanksgiving Feast!

~ Marty Hillerich, Coordinator

A reservation for your individually boxed
meal(s) is required by Friday, November 20.
Please contact the church office at 941-955-6479,
or Marty Hillerich at dhillerich@aol.com or 941-3499414 to indicate the number of meals, your choice of
Pumpkin or Apple Pie, and your preference of
picking up your Thanksgiving Feast or having it
delivered to your home.

SURE and The Affordable Housing Crisis
42% of all Sarasota County Households are dealing with an unaffordable living situation.
9 out of 10 top-growing jobs don’t pay enough for someone to pay for the average rent of a one-bedroom apartment in the area.
$1,000 per month rent is considered affordable for a family of four making $42,000 per year. There is a critical lack of rentals in this
price range, and most of the ones that do exist are under 750 square feet in total area.
Sarasota County Commission recently voted to remove affordable housing requirements on new developments, despite the
worsening of the affordable housing crisis with the Covid-19 pandemic (Commissioner Moran was not present for the vote, and
Commissioner Detert was the one dissenting vote, stating that she thought the plan needed work). The City of Sarasota has not
included any additional funding in their 2020-21 budget for housing that would be affordable for families, including many of our
essential workers.
What You Can Do
Write a letter or email to your county commissioner. Some potential bullet points you might include:
I am disappointed that the county commission recently voted to remove affordable housing requirements on new developments;
Share a personal statement. For example: “I have personally experienced the lack of affordable housing when my son had to move
out of the area after graduating from college, because of a lack of affordable options for young people in Sarasota.”
A budget is a moral document, and policy decisions demonstrate the priorities of a community. I expect leadership on your part to
make sure that the county commission does the right thing, and prioritizes creating affordable housing for essential workers, families,
and individuals making less than 60% of the Area Median Income, or $42,000 per year for a family of four;
Sarasota County Commissioner District Representatives: District 1 Michael Moran mmoran@scgov.net District 2 Christian
Ziegler cziegler@scgov.net District 4 Alan Maio amaio@scgov.net District 5 Charles Hines chines@scgov.net District 3 Nancy
Detert ndetert@scgov.net
Sarasota County Commission Address: 1660 Ringling Blvd, Sarasota, FL 34236, Telephone Number: (941) 861-5000
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ECLC Building Needs Task Force
This article will give you the results on the recent surveys with regards to our ailing Education Building.
We did two surveys. The first one was given to the ECLC parents. For each category they were asked to answer if the item listed was important in their decision to enroll their child in our ECLC.
Strongly
Agree

Agree

Neither agree
or disagree

5-star rating

60%

30%

Quality teachers
and program

80%

20%

Building and
playground

40%

30%

30%

Faith formation

45%

30%

25%

Cost

50%

40%

10%

Disagree

Strongly
Disagree

10%

The second survey was given to congregation members. We realize it was difficult to answer the questions
about support for repairing the current building, a new building, or a multi-function building. We are still getting
numbers so we know what is the least expensive way to go.
Strongly
Agree

Agree

Neither agree
or disagree
Disagree

Strongly
Disagree

ECLC is a
mission

60%

30%

10%

ECLC provides
community
outreach

51.2%

41.5%

7.3%

Repair

36.6%

41.5%

12.2%

4.5%

New if repair
costs too much

29.3%

34.1%

29.3%

5%

2.3%

29.3%

29.3%

24.4%

14.6%

2.4%

ECLC plus
(multi-function)

So, as you can see, we need to provide real numbers before we can get clarity as to repair versus new. We
are now in the process of getting those numbers. We’re also looking at the building as a historical designation. (Not to be confused with a Historical Landmark status.) And which process is likely to provide us more
grants (repair).
We will be in touch again when we have more to share.

~ Marilyn Hutfilz, ECLC Building Needs Task Force member

November 1 is All Saints’ Sunday
It’s also the day to bring your completed Statement of Intent card to place in the offering plate. You
may also mail it to the church office. If you are unable to contribute or increase your offering, please
still complete the card and return it so we are sure you received the information.
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In-person Bible Study
Thursday @ 6p
In-person Bible Study at St. Paul, led by Deacon
Michele Hilton, is held each Thursday at 6p. If
evenings aren’t good for you, please let Deacon
Michele know as the day and time for Bible study is
more flexible since she is now retired.
(Email: Capecodshell@gmail.com)

Zoom Story & Study
Wednesday @ 7p

Nov 3 - Betty Smowton
Nov 16 - Valerie Nicolls
Nov 17 - Dennis Knight
Nov 21 - Mike Scherr
Nov 21 - Henry Blosser
Nov 25 - Mark Riley
Nov 26 - Susan Burmaster
Nov 26 - Lenore Horner
Nov 28 - Anna Sofie-Mathisen
Nov 28 - Kathy Bricker
Nov 30 - Kim Lariviere

This group is a hit with many already! Deacon Kim
Heindl is the moderator of this online group who
get together from the comfort of their own homes
to share contact with each other, stories, a little
Bible study and scripture. You may also join by
phone. Email Kim for a Zoom invite:
kaheindl@comcast.net.

Zoom Prayer Team
Monday @ 11a
You are invited to join this group who meet each Monday to share a
devotion, pray for our church, each other, the community, and the world.
Contact Kim Heindl for the Zoom invite: kaheindl@comcast.net.

Hope Seeds Ministry
Nov 6 - Colleen & Matthew Miller
Nov 8 - Colleen & John Ryan
Nov 13 - Joann & Cliff Flanigan
Nov 13 - Alison & Daniel Mills
Nov. 20 - St. Paul Lutheran Church
Nov 26 - Joyce & Ted Swartzbaugh

This new ministry of St. Paul has restarted and
meets in the Fellowship Hall. Social distancing and
face masks are required to participate.
The group will meet the third Monday of each
month, 1p - 3p, to fill small bags with seeds that are appropriate for each
community of the world in which they are sent. The people who receive
these seeds are then able to grow their own food to feed themselves and
others. The November gathering date will be the 16th.
Contact Bonnie Zipf for more info: bzipf36@gmail.com.
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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR OF EVENTS • NOVEMBER 2020
NOV 1 SUN
10:30A HOLY COMMUNION CLUSTER 5
NOV 2 MON
11:00A PRAYER TEAM VIA ZOOM

NOV 11 WED
8:00A PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS
10:30A ECLC BOARD MEETING
7:00P STORY & STUDY VIA ZOOM

(CALL OFFICE FOR INVITE LINK)

NOV 12 THURS
NOON FINANCE MTG

NOV 3 TUES
6:00A GENERAL ELECTION VOTING
9:30A ECLC CHAPEL
5:30P COMMUNITY MEAL
NOV 4 WED

3:30P EXECUTIVE TEAM MTG
6:30P IN-PERSON BIBLE STUDY
COUNCIL ZOOM MEETING

NOV 13 FRI
9:30A FOOD PANTRY PACKING

8:00A PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS
7:00P STORY & STUDY VIA ZOOM

(CALL OFFICE FOR INVITE LINK)

NOV 14 SAT
9:00A FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION
10:00A MUSICIAN REHEARSAL

NOV 5 THURS
6:00P IN-PERSON BIBLE STUDY

NOV 15 SUN
MESSENGER DEADLINE

NOV 6 FRI
9:30A FOOD PANTRY PACKING
NOV 7 SAT
9:00A FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION
10:00A MUSICIAN REHEARSAL
NOV 8 SUN
10:30A HOLY COMMUNION CLUSTER
6 & 11

10:30A HOLY COMMUNION CLUSTER
13 & 1

NOV 10 TUES
MINISTRY REPORTS DUE

9:30A ECLC CHAPEL
2:00P EVANGELISM MTG ON ZOOM
5:30P COMMUNITY MEAL

NOV 22 SUN
10:30A HOLY COMMUNION CLUSTER
9 & 10
NOV 23 MON
9:00A TANNER TURKEYS
11:00A PRAYER TEAM VIA ZOOM
5:30P GIRL SCOUTS
NOV 24 TUES
9:30A ECLC CHAPEL
5:30P COMMUNITY MEAL
NOV 25 WED
8:00A PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS
7:00P STORY & STUDY VIA ZOOM
NOV 26 THURS

NOV 16 MON
11:00A PRAYER TEAM VIA ZOOM
1:00P HOPE SEEDS
NOV 17 TUES
9:30A ECLC CHAPEL
5:30P COMMUNITY MEAL

NOV 9 MON
11:00A PRAYER TEAM VIA ZOOM
5:30P GIRL SCOUTS

NOV 21 SAT
9:00A FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION
10:00A MUSICIAN REHEARSAL

NOV 18 WED
8:00A PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS
7:00P STORY & STUDY VIA ZOOM
NOV 19 THURS
6:00P IN-PERSON BIBLE STUDY
6:30P COUNCIL MEETING
NOV 20 FRI

NOV 27 FRI
9:30A FOOD PANTRY PACKING
NOV 28 SAT
9:00A FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION
10:00A MUSICIAN REHEARSAL
NOV 29 SUN
10:30A HOLY COMMUNION CLUSTER
3 & 12
NOV 30 MON
11:00A PRAYER TEAM VIA ZOOM

9:30A FOOD PANTRY PACKING

St. Paul Mission Prayer
Pray with us,
God of grace and love, you created us as your children and have brought us to St. Paul Lutheran Church.
We are not perfect people, but this church is the perfect place for imperfect people. Thank you for your grace
through Christ given to us. You call us to proclaim to everyone we meet that your grace is for them too. As a
Holy Spirit-led family of God, we ask you to help us joyfully share your word and serve your people, so that
together our lives make a difference in your kingdom here on earth. Strengthen us in our mission together;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
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Congregation Council news for October
At the October 15 Congregation Council Zoom meeting:
Took a first look at the 2021 Proposed Budget.
Approved Hank Roberts to become an active member of St. Paul Lutheran Church.
Set December 13, 2020 as a congregation meeting to approve the 2021 Proposed Budget and to elect
members to fill terms on the Congregation Council, the 2021 Nominating Committee, and voting members
to the 2021 synod assembly.
Approved a request to restart Hope Seeds on Monday, October 26.
Approved the ECLC to apply for the Sarasota CARES Grant to cover lost revenue because of closures
due to Covid-19.
Approved a proposal to engage a firm to study the present ECLC structure and estimate the cost of
repairs to it from the ECLC Building Needs Task Force at a cost of $14,125.00.
Approved the use of the Fellowship Hall to prepare and distribute Thanksgiving dinners by an outside
group, following all St. Paul Guidelines for Covid-19.
Motion to approve the solicitation of members of the congregation to purchase books for the students of
the ECLC. (more details elsewhere in this newsletter)
Approved one Advent Worship Service on Wednesday, December 16, at 7:00p with the “Blue Christmas”
theme.
Approved Christmas Eve services at 4:00p and 7:00p with reservations required through the church
office. To accommodate all attending the services, the Fellowship Hall may serve as an overflow area.
Weather permitting, Holy Communion will be celebrated outside following each service.

The September minutes, pastor’s report, and financial information may be found in the binder in the narthex.
The October minutes will be available after approval at the November 19, 2020 meeting.

To my wonderful and loving St. Paul
family,
I was truly overwhelmed by your
outpouring of love and well wishes at my
surprise 96th drive-by birthday
celebration. Thank you from the bottom
of my heart to everyone who planned, decorated,
drove cars and motorcycles by my condo, brought
food, gifts, balloons, signs and cards.
Your generosity of spirit is something I will always
treasure.
Much love to you all,

Ethel Hamilton
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Please remember in your prayers…
All those serving in the U.S. Military. The homeless in our neighborhood, our city, our nation and the world. The Florida Bahamas
Synod Office of the Bishop Staff: Bishop Pedro, Assistants to the Bishop Pastors Khader, Rob C., Rob R., and Deacon Connie,
Specialists Jim and Marina, Support Staff Tina, Yuliet, Kim, and Ileana. SURE – Sarasota United for Responsibility and Equity
Our Members, especially, Stella Reynolds, Blake, Kendall, Mark, Nicole, and Tyler Riley, Hank and Judy Roberts, Collen and John
Ryan
Our preschool teachers and students, especially, Miss Amy, Miss Sierra, Kayla, Eliasen, Marina.

Members
Beetle Family
John Beyer
Henry Blosser
Susan Burmaster
Sue Fisher
Bob Fong
Jane French
Barbara and Ed Hahne
Brian McCulley
Cecilia Morvick
Ann Olsen
Jean Panthana
James Paulsson
John Puckhaber
Doris Schlotterback
Susy Scholl
Curt Swenson
Ginger Webb
Karin Zukowski
Homebound Members
Sharyn Brodnax
Carol Chambers
Charles Kistner
Olive Lehman
June Manselle
Virginia McQuaig
Michael Reiter
Carole Wilson
Bettie Zuknick

Friends and Family
Dustin – family friend of Carol Chambers
Karen and Mark – friends of Marty Hillerich
LaShonda – friend of John Beyer
Martin, Ernest, and Tricia- friends of Puckha-

ber’s

Clinton Allen – friend of Jim Paulsson
Susan, Kaleigh, and Devon Boller – family of

Dorothy Boller

Franklin Boyer – friend of Puckhaber’s
Sherri and Rebecca Buete – family of Brian

McCulley

Esther Davis – friend of Puckhaber’s
Skylar Dickey – friend of Ethel Hamilton
Stephanie Diehl – daughter of community

meal guests

Cody Eddleman – husband of John Beyer
Dick Fahrney – friend of Hillerich’s
Kathy Gbur – friend of Ethel Hamilton
Freddie Greer – friend of Jim Paulsson
Terri Hancock – friend of Marthe Hildreth
David Jackerson – son of Susy Scholl
Linda Jones – friend of Ethel Hamilton
Kenny Manselle—son of June Manselle
Ginny Marraccini – sister of Kathie Snyder
Tiffany Merrill – daughter of Christine Merrill
Pam Mills – sister of Daniel Mills John Morrow – family of Brian McCulley
Karen Paulsson – sister of Jim Paulsson
Terry Panthana – niece of Jean Panthana
Olivia Philips – family of Judy Roberts

Cory Putnam – grandson of Janice Kruse
Manny Rebas – friend of Ethel Hamilton
Candy Reimer – godmother of PrAshley
Steven Roberts – son of Judy Roberts
Rose Sajevic – family friend of Pr. Ashley.
Brian & Tommy Schlotterback—sons of Doris

Schlotterback

Cynthia Lu Scholl – sister of Susy Scholl
Jim Scianni – son of Scianni’s
Timothy Smith—grandson of Ginny McQuaig
Dave Spitler – former St. Paul member
Susan Sullivan – friend of John Ferreira
Dan Torrence – friend of Marty Hillerich
Elaine & Mark Vanderweight- friends of Jim

Paulsson

Amy Zuccarello—daughter of Dcn. Michele Hil-

ton

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all
comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble, with the comfort
we ourselves have received from God.” 2 Corinthians 1:3-4

St. Paul Lutheran Church
& Early Childhood Learning Center

2256 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota FL 34239
941-955-6479 Preschool 941-955-6480
941-955-8600
www.StPaulSarasota.org
Rev. Ashley Nicolls, Pastor
Sunday Schedule
9:30a Service of Worship
9:30a Service of Worship on Facebook Live

Happy Anniversary
St. Paul
Lutheran Church
November 20
Advent Begins
November 29

