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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
9:30a Service of Worship (Facebook Live Only) 

Pastor ~ Reverend Ashley Nicolls 

Welcome!  

May God’s grace continue to 
overflow to and through you. 

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church.  

We hope you will use this bulletin during the week to have a song to 

sing, prayers to pray and give comfort during this time away from in-

person worship.   

Please know that although we are not physically together to worship, 

our Lord is still with us. We give thanks for this technology that 

allows us to share the bulletin, record the abbreviated service of 

worship and post to our website.   

Our Tuesday community meals are still on and so are the Saturday 

Food Pantrys. Please continue to bring in supplies for these ministries. 

Your offerings during this time are especially appreciated as our 

ministries still continue. They can be made via online giving, mailed 

to the church or dropped off during our normal office hours Monday-

Friday • 9a-12noon.  

May God bless you and give you peace.   
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Prelude 
                                                      “Bless This House”                   music by May H. Brahe 
                                             Christine Earp, Trumpet Soloist 
 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
Response: Amen. 
Pastor: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. Silence is kept for reflection. 
Pastor: Reconciling God, 
Response: we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your 
presence in our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for 
our own benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have 
welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and 
serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
Pastor: Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with 

God through ☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our 

sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. 
Response: Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn 

O Beautiful for Spacious Skies 
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Prayer of the Day 
Congregation: You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us 
for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may 
believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.Amen. 
 
 

Scripture ~ Psalm 145:8-14 
8The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 
love. 9Lord, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your works. 10All your 
works shall praise you, O Lord, and your faithful ones shall bless you. 11They shall tell of 
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the glory of your kingdom and speak of your power, 12that all people may know of your 
power and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 13Your kingdom is an everlasting 
kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all ages. You, Lord, are faithful in all your 
words, and loving in all your works. 14The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up 
those who are bowed down.  

 

Scripture ~ Romans 7:15-25a 
Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things 
we know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence. 
 

15I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing 
I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17But in fact it is no 
longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells 
within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. 19For I do not do 
the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it 
is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 21So I find it to be a law that when I 
want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22For I delight in the law of God in my 
inmost self, 23but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, 
making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I 
am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25aThanks be to God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord! 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. Response: Thanks be to God.   
 

Gospel ~ Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He thanks 

God that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer.The Holy 
Gospel according to St. Matthew the 11th chapter.   
 

Response: Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16“To what will I compare this generation? It is like 
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 17‘We played the flute for 
you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 18For John came neither 
eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19the Son of Man came eating and 
drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 25At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise 
and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes, Father, for such was your 
gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows 
the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are 
carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
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from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For 
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. Response: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Special Music 
                                                  “I Will Heal Their Land”                            arr. Tom Fettke 
                                         Susy Scholl, American Sign Language 

 

Sermon ~ Pastor Ashley Nicolls 
 

Hymn of the Day 
This is My Song 
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Apostles’ Creed 
Pastor:  Living together in trust and hope, we confess together the Apostles’ Creed.  
Response:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Cares Chorus 
Pastor: I cast all my cares upon You. I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet. 
And anytime that I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You. 

 

Prayers of the Church 
Assisting Minister: Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray 
for our shared world. A brief silence. 
Assisting Minister: We pray for the church. Sustain us as we share your word. Embrace 
us as we struggle to find our common ground. Lift up leaders with powerful and 
prophetic voices. Free us from stagnant faith. Hear us, O God.   
Response: Your mercy is great. 
Assisting Minister: We pray for the well-being of creation. Protect the air, water, and land 
from abuse and pollution. Free us from apathy in our care of creation and direct us 
toward sustainable living. Hear us, O God.  Response: Your mercy is great. 
Assisting Minister: We pray for the nations (especially the United States and Canada, 
celebrating their nationhood). Guide leaders in developing just policies and guide difficult 
conversations. Free us from patriotism that hinders relationship-building. Lead us to 
expansive love for our neighbor. Hear us, O God.  Response: Your mercy is great. 
Assisting Minister: We pray for all in need. For all who are tired, feeling despair, sick, or 
oppressed, especially those we name aloud or in our hearts (pause). Take their yoke 
upon you and ease their burdens. Give your consolation and free us from all that keeps 
us bound. Hear us, O God.  Response: Your mercy is great. 
Assisting Minister: We pray for this congregation. Bless pastors, deacons, and 
congregational leaders. Energize volunteers, church administrators, and those who 
maintain our building. Shine in this place that we might notice the ways your love 
transforms our lives. Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great. 
Assisting Minister: We pray for our members, especially…and our preschool teachers 
and students, especially…Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great. 
Assisting Minister: We give thanks for those who have died in faith. Welcome them into 
your eternal rest and comfort us in our grief until we are joined with them in new 
life.Response: Your mercy is great.  
Assisting Minister: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Response: Amen. 
 

Cares Chorus 
Pastor: I cast all my cares upon You. I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet. 
And anytime that I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
 

Blessing 

Pastor: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God the creator, Jesus, the Christ, and 
the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  
Response: Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn 
Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory 
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Verse 4: In the stillness of the morning, while the dew on lilies shine; 
Jesus Christ was resurrected; took our sins, both yours and mine. 

He has promised us forgiveness and His peace to all mankind, 
His truth still marches on. Refrain 

Text: Howard H. Walker, 1915-2005 
 

Dismissal 
Pastor: Go in peace. Christ is with you.   
Congregation: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
Pastor: And all God’s children say  
Congregation: Amen.  

Postlude 
                                              “Let There Be Peace on Earth”                 music by Jackson 
                                             Christine Earp, Trumpet Soloist 
 

Attendance for Last Sunday: 178 views (as of 6/30/2020) 
 

Flowers are given by the Smowtons in appreciation and love for St. Paul Lutheran 
Church and the 48 years St. Paul has been a part of our lives. You have meant so much 
to us. We will miss you. 
Bulletins are given by Cliff and Joann Flanigan in honor of Pastor Ashley and all those 
who keep St. Paul moving forward during the corona virus problem.  
Eternal candle is given by Cindy Paxton in loving memory of her mother Betty and in 
thankfulness for her example of dedication to her faith and our church.  
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St. Paul Mission Statement 
As a Holy Spirit-led family of God, we are called through baptism to proclaim and bear 

witness to God’s reconciling grace in Jesus Christ to all so that by joyfully sharing God’s 
Word and encouraging each other to service for the sake of others, our lives together 

make a difference for Christ and His kingdom.  
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Please remember in your prayers… 
All those serving in the U.S. Military. The homeless in our neighborhood, our city, our nation and the 
world. The Florida Bahamas Synod Office of the Bishop Staff: Bishop Pedro, Assistants to the Bishop 
Pastors Khader and Rob, Deacons Michele and Connie, Specialists Jim and Marina, Support Staff 
Yuliet, Kim, and Ileana. 
SURE – Sarasota United for Responsibility and Equity 
Our members, especially, Missy Craig, Ashley Dennis, Myrna Dority, Jay, Kelley, and Daniel Eckert. 
Our Early Childhood Learning Center students and teachers especially, Eloise, Jacob, Kayla, Miss 
Amy and Miss Katherine 
 

Members 

Beetle Family 
John Beyer 
Susan Burmaster 
Sue Fisher 
Bob Fong 
Barbara and Ed Hahne 
Daniel Mills 
Brian McCulley 
Cecilia Morvick 
Ann Olsen 
Jean Panthana 
James Paulsson 
John Puckhaber 
Doris Schlotterback 
Susy Scholl 
Karin Zukowski 
 
Homebound Members 
Sharyn Brodnax 
Evelyn Gulliksen 
Pr. Loren Hoch 
Charles Kistner 
Olive Lehman 
June Manselle 
Virginia McQuaig 
Michael Reiter 
Carole Wilson 
Bettie Zuknick  
 

Friends and Family  
LaShonda – friend of John 
Beyer 
Martin, Ernest, and Tricia-
friends of Puckhaber 

Selah – friend of Marty Hillerich 
Clinton Allen – friend of Jim 
Paulsson 
Alice Bishop – friend of Doris 
Schlotterback 
Susan, Kaleigh, and Devon 
Boller – family of Dorothy Boller 
Franklin Boyer – friend of 
Puckhaber’s  
Sherri and Rebecca Buete – 
family of Brian McCulley 
Esther Davis – friend of 
Puckhaber’s 
Skylar Dickey – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
Stephanie Diehl – daughter of 
community meal guests 
Nicole, Shane, and Brodie 
Dietrich – friends of 
Puckhaber’s  
Cody Eddleman – husband of 
John Beyer 
Freddie Greer – friend of Jim 
Paulsson 
Terri Hancock – friend of Marthe 
Hildreth 
David Jackerson – son of Susy 
Scholl 
Kenny Manselle—son of June 
Manselle 
Ginny Marraccini – sister of 
Kathie Snyder 
Tiffany Merrill – daughter of 
Christine Merrill 
Pam Mills – sister of Daniel Mills 

 

John Morrow – family of Brian 
McCulley 
Mae Noll – seasonal attender 
Karen Paulsson – sister of Jim 
Paulsson 
Terry Panthana – niece of Jean 
Panthana 
Olivia Philips – family of Judy 
Roberts 
Cory Putnam – grandson of 
Janice Kruse 
Manny Rebas – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
Candy Reimer – godmother of 
PrAshley 
Steven Roberts – son of Judy 
Roberts 
Brian & Tommy Schlotterback—
sons of Doris Schlotterback  
Cynthia Lu Scholl – sister of 
Susy Scholl 
Jim Scianni – son of Scianni’s 
Timothy Smith—grandson of 
Ginny McQuaig 
Susan Sullivan – friend of John 
Ferreira 
Dan Torrence – friend of Marty 
Hillerich 
Elaine & Mark Vanderweight- 
friends of Jim Paulsson 
Ed Wittren – former St. Paul 
member 
Amy Zuccarello—daughter of 
Dcn. Michele Hilton 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
and Early Childhood Learning Center 

 

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

and the Florida-Bahamas Synod, established 1955 

2256 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota, Florida 34239 

Phone: 941.955.6479   Fax: 941.955.8600   ECLC Phone: 941.955.6480 

Website: www.StPaulSarasota.org 

 

Reverend Ashley Nicolls, Pastor – PrAshley1010@gmail.com 

 Dorrie Parsons, Parish Secretary—StPaul-admin@verizon.net 

John Ferreira, Director of Music Ministries—sjrnmd@comcast.net 

Christine Merrill, ECLC Director--StPaul-eclc@verizon.net 

 

Executive Committee 
George Hutfilz, President       Sandy Tull, Vice President 

Marty Hillerich, Treasurer      Sharon Wittren, Secretary  
 

Congregation Council 
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