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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
9:30a Service of Worship  

Pastor ~ Reverend Ashley Nicolls 

Welcome!  

May God’s grace continue to 
overflow to and through you. 

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church.  

We hope you will use this bulletin during the week to have a song to 

sing, prayers to pray and give comfort, whether you are worshipping 

in person or from home on your electronic devices. 

Please know that although not all of us are physically together to 

worship, our Lord is still with us. We give thanks for those who do 

attend in-person, but also this technology that allows us to share the 

bulletin, record the service of worship and post to our website. 

Our Tuesday community meals are still on and so are the Saturday 

Food Pantrys. Please continue to bring in supplies for these ministries. 

Your offerings during this time are especially appreciated as our 

ministries still continue. They can be made via online giving, given on 

Sunday morning, mailed to the church or dropped off during our 

normal office hours Monday-Friday • 9a-12noon.  

May God bless you and give you peace.   
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Welcome/Announcements 
 

Prelude 
                                        Andante and Allegro on “Nettleton”                music by J. Wyeth 

John Ferreira 
                                         

Confession and Forgiveness 
Pastor: Let us before the God of tenderness and of love offer the prayers of who we are, 

and name those times when we have not responded to God’s love. 

A silence is kept 

Pastor: Jesus Christ, the face of God to us, in you we see God's love reflected: 

Lord, have mercy. Response: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor: Jesus Christ, peace from God to us, you bring reconciliation to the whole world: 

Christ, have mercy. Response: Christ, have mercy. 

Pastor: Jesus Christ, our life and unity through the Spirit poured out on us: 

Lord, have mercy. Response: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor: Have mercy on us, Lord, in your compassion and lead us to the joys of 

everlasting life. Response: Amen. 

Pastor: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 

us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy 

Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  Response: Amen.  

 

Gathering Hymn 
Almighty God, Your Word is Cast 

Verses 1, 2, 4 
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Prayer of the Day 
O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into 

yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in 

need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Special Music 
                                             “I Will Arise and Go to Jesus”                 arr. Austin Lovelace 
                                            Members of the St. Paul Choir 
 
I will arise and go to Jesus, 
he will embrace me with his arms. 
In the arms of my dear savior, 
Oh! There are ten thousand charms 
 
Come, thou Fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 
 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above; 
Praise the mount I’m fixed upon it, 
Mount of thy redeeming love. 
 
I will arise and go to Jesus, 
he will embrace me with his arms. 
In the arms of my dear savior, 
Oh! There are ten thousand charms.

Scripture ~ Ezekiel 17:22-24 
Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the Lord will choose someone from 
Judah’s royal family (the cedar tree) to reign over all creation. This tree will be planted on Mount 
Zion, the location of the holy temple.  

22Thus says the Lord God: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; I will set 
it out. I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; I myself will plant 
it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it, in order 
that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar. Under it every 
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kind of bird will live; in the shade of its branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. 
24All the trees of the field shall know that I am the Lord. I bring low the high tree, I make 
high the low tree; I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. I the Lord have 
spoken; I will accomplish it. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life.  Response: Thanks be to God. 
 

Scripture ~ Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15 
1It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praise to your name, O Most High; 
2to herald your love in the morning and your faithfulness at night; 
3on the psaltery, and on the lyre, and to the melody of the harp. 
4For you have made me glad by your acts, O Lord; and I shout for joy because of 
the works of your hands.  
12The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, and shall spread abroad like a cedar of 
Lebanon. 
13Those who are planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our 
God; 
14they shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall be green and succulent; 
15that they may show how upright the Lord is, my rock, in whom there is no 
injustice. 

Scripture ~ 2 Corinthians 5:6-17 
Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider Jesus from a 
human perspective but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for all and was raised. All who 
are in Christ are now in God’s new creation. 
 

6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the 
body we are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have 
confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So 
whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For all of us must 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for 
what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 11Therefore, knowing the fear of 
the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are well known to God, and I hope 
that we are also well known to your consciences. 12We are not commending ourselves to 
you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to 
answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. 13For if we are 
beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14For the love of 
Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all 
have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for 
themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. 16From now on, therefore, we 
regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a 
human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, 
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there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become 
new! Word of God. Word of Life.  Response: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel ~ Mark 4:26-34 
Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear and understand. 
Images of sowing and growing show the vitality of God’s kingdom.  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 4th chapter.  
Response: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 
ground,27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, 
he does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then 
the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, 
because the harvest has come.” 30He also said, “With what can we compare the 
kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, 
when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is 
sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, 
so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 33With many such parables he 
spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34he did not speak to them except 
in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Response: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon ~ Pastor Ashley Nicolls 

 

Hymn of the Day 
As Rain from the Clouds 
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Apostles’ Creed 

Pastor: Living together in trust and hope, we confess together the Apostles’ Creed. 

Response: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
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died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Church 
Assisting Minister: Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 
A brief silence. 
Assisting Minister: Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your 
church, so that the good news of your grace may root and grow throughout the 
world. Lord, in your mercy, Response: hear our prayer.   
Assisting Minister: Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. 
From the depths of the soil to the highest mountain, bring forth new plants. Restore 
growth to places suffering drought. Lord, in your mercy, Response: hear our prayer.   
Assisting Minister: Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Grant 
them the ability to regard those under their charge with humility, dedicating their lives in 
service to others. Lord, in your mercy, Response: hear our prayer.   
Assisting Minister: Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide 
relief to those who call on you. Bless all who suffer, especially people trapped in cycles 
of poverty and homelessness. Be with all in need, especially those we name now aloud 
or in our hearts (pause). Lord, in your mercy, Response: hear our prayer.   
Assisting Minister: Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks 
and pray for our church musicians.  We dedicate to you the joyful noise that comes from 
this place; the cries of children, the melody of voice and instruments, and the songs from 
our hearts. Lord, in your mercy. Response: hear our prayer.   
Assisting Minister: Loving God, be with our members, especially…and our preschool 
teachers and students, especially…  
Lord in your mercy. Response: hear our prayer.   
Assisting Minister: Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are 
now at home with you. We look forward to that day when we are reunited in your new 
creation.  Lord, in your mercy, Response: hear our prayer.   
Assisting Minister: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 
Response: Amen.  

 

The Peace 
(We will omit the physical sharing of the peace) 

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Response: And also with you. 
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Offering 
(The collection plates can be found at the back of the sanctuary.   

Please place your offerings there as you leave worship 
Online giving at www.stpaulsarasota.org is also available.) 

 

Offering Prayer 
Pastor: Jesus, Bread of life, you have given us your very self, and called us to the feast 

of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make 

us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. Response: Amen. 

 

Spiritual Communion Prayer 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament. I love You 

above all things and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive 

You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were 

already there, and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from 

You. Amen. 

 

Holy Communion 

Pastor: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great 

love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who 

preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. In the 

night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave 

it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 

all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. Remembering, 

therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 

Response: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 

heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the 

Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Response: Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer  
Pastor: Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray.   

http://www.stpaulsarasota.org/
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Response:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 

Pastor:  The risen Christ invites us to come, eat and be satisfied. 

Response: Thanks be to God.  

 
 

Post Communion Blessing   
Pastor: Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace now and forever. Response: Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn 
I Love to Tell the Story 
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Blessing 

Pastor: The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be 

upon you now and forever. 
Response: Amen
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Dismissal 
Pastor:  Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. Response: Thanks be to God.  
Pastor: And all God’s children say, Response: Amen 
 

Postlude 
                                         “We Plow the Fields and Scatter”        music by Johann Schutz 

John Ferreira 
 

Attendance for Last Sunday: 51 in-person; 80 views (as of 6/7/21) 
Flowers are given by Ron Zimmerman in memory of long time St. Paul member Elsie 
Zimmerman. 
Eternal candle is given by Jim Paulsson in remembrance of the 3rd anniversary of mother Janet 
Paulsson’s passing.   
Bulletins are given by Dorrie Parsons.  

 

St. Paul Mission Statement 
As a Holy Spirit-led family of God, we are called through baptism to proclaim and bear witness to 

God’s reconciling grace in Jesus Christ to all so that by joyfully sharing God’s Word and 
encouraging each other to service for the sake of others, our lives together make a difference for 

Christ and His kingdom. 

 Serving Next Week ~ June 20, 2021 
Assisting Minister: Sue Scherr 
Camera Operator: Debi Rado 
Greeter: Brian McCulley    
Reader: Sue Scherr 

Screen Operator: Rick Barry 
Sound: John Beyer and Mike Scherr 
Ushers: Hank & Judy Roberts and Kathie 
Snyder 

 

Preparing for Next Week 
Monday— Psalm 52; Ezekiel 31:1-12; Galatians 6:11-18 

Tuesday—  Psalm 52; Jeremiah 21:11-14; Revelation 21:22-22:5 
Wednesday— Psalm 52; Jeremiah 22:1-9; Luke 6:43-45 

Thursday –  Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32; Job 29:1-20; Acts 20:1-16 
Friday – Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32; Job 29:21-30:15; Acts 21:1-16 
Saturday— Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32; Job 37:1-13; Luke 21:25-28 

Sunday—Job 38:1-11; Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32; 2 Corinthians 6:1-13; Mark 4:35-41 
 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2052;%20Ezekiel%2031:1-12;%20Galatians%206:11-18
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2052;%20Jeremiah%2021:11-14;%20Revelation%2021:22-22:5
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2052;%20Jeremiah%2022:1-9;%20Luke%206:43-45
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20107:1-3,%2023-32;%20Job%2029:1-20;%20Acts%2020:1-16
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20107:1-3,%2023-32;%20Job%2029:21-30:15;%20Acts%2021:1-16
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20107:1-3,%2023-32;%20Job%2037:1-13;%20Luke%2021:25-28
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This week at St. Paul ~ June 14-20 
Mon 6/14 
 
 
Tues 6/15 
 
Wed 6/16 
Thurs 6/17 
Fri 6/18 
Sat 6/19 
 
 
Sun 6/20 

11:00a 
  6:00p 
  7:15p 
   
  5:30p 
  8:00a 
  6:30p 
  9:30a          
  9:00a   
10:00a 
2:00p 

  9:30a 

Prayer meeting - Zoom 
ECLC Board meeting - Zoom 
W&M/S&E meeting - Zoom 
Newsletter Deadline (send news to: debirado@gmail.com) 
Community Meal 
Property meeting 
Council meeting - Zoom 
Food Pantry bagging 
Food Pantry distribution 
Musician Rehearsal 
Curt Swenson memorial service & reception 
Worship 

 
 

Upcoming Ministries 
Celebration of Life for Curt Swenson – Saturday, June 19, 2p, with a reception 
following the service in the Fellowship Hall. If you are available to help set up or clean up 
please see Sandy Tull.   
 

A Taste of Disney Worship – Sunday, June 27, 9:30a.  Dress up in your Disney attire 
and accessories.  An outdoor Disney ice cream fellowship will follow the service. Due to 
copyright restrictions, the bulletin will not be available online, nor will there be screens 
shown during the service. Bulletins will be available in-person. For those who watch at 
home, if you want a bulletin sent to you, please let PrAshley know. We will try to stream 
online as normal, but it may not work.   
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Please remember in your prayers… 
All those serving in the U.S. Military. The homeless in our neighborhood, our city, our nation and the world. The 
Florida Bahamas Synod Office of the Bishop Staff:  Bishop Pedro, Assistants to the Bishop Pastors Khader, Rob C., 
Rob R., and Deacon Connie, Support Staff Tina, Yuliet, Kim, and Ileana.  
SURE – Sarasota United for Responsibility and Equity.  
Our Members, especially, Betty and Dave Smowton, Kathie Snyder, Joyce and Ted Swartzbaugh. 
Our preschool teachers and students, especially, Zelda, Summer, Nola, Miss Jamie, Miss Amy, and Miss Sierra.     

Members 

Beetle Family 
John Beyer 
Henry Blosser 
Susan Burmaster 
Judy Carnal 
Donna Casala 
Sue Fisher 
Bob Fong 
Jane French 
Barbara and Ed Hahne 
Carolyn and Thad Masters 
Carolyn Mele 
Cecilia Morvick 
Jean Panthana 
Euder Paul 
James Paulsson 
John Puckhaber 
Susy Scholl 
Dave and Betty Smowton 
Karin Zukowski 
Homebound Members 
Sharyn Brodnax 
Carol Chambers 
Charles Kistner 
Olive Lehman 
June Manselle 
Virginia McQuaig 
Ann Olsen 
Michael Reiter 
Carole Wilson 
Bettie Zuknick  
Friends and Family  
Dustin – family friend of Carol 
Chambers 
Jason & Samantha – Debi Rado’s 
son and daughter-in-law 
LaShonda – friend of J. Beyer 
Mark K. – friend of Cindy Paxton 
Patty – friend of community meal 
guest Jessica Hester 
Martin, Ernest, and Tricia- friends of 
Puckhabers 
Susan – friend of Cindy Paxton 
Clinton Allen – friend of Jim 
Paulsson  
 

Geri Bandauski – sister of Dave 
Smowton 
Franklin Boyer – friend of 
Puckhabers 
Pam and David Brett – family of 
Puckhabers 
Sherri and Rebecca Buete – family 
of Brian McCulley 
Kathleen Cannon – friend of 
Puckhabers 
Alice Chanover – friend of 
Puckhabers 
Rusty Corner and family- friend of 
Susan Burmaster 
Peter Craig – son of Missy Craig 
Esther Davis – friend of Puckhabers 
Skylar Dickey – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
Stephanie Diehl – daughter of 
community meal guests 
John Dolittle – family friend of Brian 
McCulley 
Cody Eddleman – husband of John 
Beyer 
Kathy Gbur – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
Auggie Glasgow – grandson of 
Cindy Paxton 
Freddie Greer – friend of Jim 
Paulsson 
Terri Hancock – friend of Marthe 
Hildreth 
Eli Harshman – ECLC student 
David Jackerson – son of Susy 
Scholl 
Linda Jones – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
Jim & Kathleen Logan – family of 
Judy Carnal  
Kenny Manselle—son of June 
Manselle 
Ginny Marraccini – sister of Kathie 
Snyder 

Dan Martin - friend of Susy Scholl 
Marsha McKinney- former member 
Melissa Meyers and family – sister 
of Marthe Hildreth 
Pam Mills – sister of Daniel Mills 
John Morrow – family of Brian 
McCulley 
Karen Paulsson – sister of Jim 
Paulsson 
Terry Panthana – niece of Jean 
Panthana 
Cory Putnam – grandson of Janice 
Kruse 
Manny Rebas – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
Candy Reimer – godmother of 
PrAshley 
Rose Sajevic – family friend of Pr. 
Ashley 
Brian & Tommy Schlotterback—
sons of Doris Schlotterback  
Cynthia Lu Scholl – sister of Susy 
Scholl 
Jim  and Robert Scianni – sons of 
Sciannis 
Clint Shantz- former member 
Donna Shepherd  - sister of Gail 
Seyfarth 
Timothy Smith—grandson of Ginny 
McQuaig 
Dave Spitler – former St. Paul 
member 
Elaine & Mark Vanderweight- 
friends of Jim Paulsson 
Joan Weihrauch – friend of Anna 
Mathisen 
Judith Wismer – community meal 
guest 
Amy Zuccarello—daughter of Dcn. 
Michele Hilton 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
and Early Childhood Learning Center 

 

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

and the Florida-Bahamas Synod, established 1955 

2256 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota, Florida 34239 

Phone: 941.955.6479   Fax: 941.955.8600   ECLC Phone: 941.955.6480 

Website: www.StPaulSarasota.org 

 

Reverend Ashley Nicolls, Pastor – PrAshley1010@gmail.com 

 Dorrie Parsons, Parish Administrator—StPaul-admin@verizon.net 

John Ferreira, Director of Music Ministries—sjrnmd@comcast.net 

Christine Merrill, ECLC Director--StPaul-eclc@verizon.net 

 

Executive Committee 
George Hutfilz, President  John McAuliffe, Vice President      

 Marty Hillerich, Treasurer      Sharon Wittren, Secretary  
 

Council Congregation 
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