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The 40 days of Lent is upon us. A time of preparation; of fasting, praying, and giving. Beginning with 
Ash Wednesday, we walk the path of renewal, each in our own way. Below are the many 

opportunities at St. Paul to help you with your Lenten journey. This information and more are found 
inside this newsletter and will also be on our website: www.StPaulSarasota.org. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preparing our hearts and minds in Lent 

Shrove Tuesday Dinner 

& Show 

(it’s on Saturday)  

March 2 • 6p 

Ash Wednesday 

March 6  
• 7:30-9:30a preschool 

•12p-12:30p sanctuary 

•12:30p-1p drive-thru 

•7p Worship 

Wednesdays in Lent 

Mar 13, 20, 27, Apr 3, 10 

 • 6:15p Supper Bar 

• 7p Worship 

Palm Sunday 

April 14 • 9:30a Worship 

Holy Week begins 

Maundy Thursday 

April 18 • 7p Worship 

Good Friday 

April 19 • 7p Worship 

Children’s Easter Egg 

Hunt & Celebration 

April 20 • 1:30-3:30p 

Easter Sunday 

April 21 • 7a, 8:30a, 10:30a Worship 
An Easter Breakfast Buffet 

will be served beginning at 7:30a. 



 

 OUR MISSION AT ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH    As a Holy Spirit-led family of God, we are called through Baptism to proclaim 

and bear witness to God’s reconciling grace in Jesus Christ to all; so that by joyfully sharing God’s Word and encouraging each other to service 

for the sake of others, our lives together make a difference for Christ and His kingdom. 

The Messenger is the 
newsletter of St. Paul 
Lutheran Church.  
 

Mailing address: 
2256 Bahia Vista St.,  

         Sarasota FL 34239-2499 
 
 

Telephone: 941-955-6479 Fax: 941-955-8600 
ECLC Preschool 941-955-6480 
Email: StPaul-Admin@verizon.net 
Preschool email: StPaul-ECLC@verizon.net 

Council email: StPaul-Council@verizon.net 

Pastor email: prashley1010@gmail.com  

Web site: www.StPaulSarasota.org 

Editor: Debi Rado 

St. Paul Lutheran Church is a member of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and 
the Florida-Bahamas Synod, ELCA. 

Pastor: Rev. Ashley Nicolls 
 

Synod Parish Deacon: Michele Hilton 
 

Executive Committee 
George Hutfilz, president    
Sandy Tull, vice president 
Sharon Wittren, secretary 
Marty Hillerich, treasurer 
 

Congregation Council 
Marty Hillerich, George Hutfilz, John McAuliffe, 
Brian McCulley, JD Miller, Daniel Mills, Debi 
Rado, Colleen Ryan, Gail Seyfarth, Sandy Tull, 
Sharon Wittren, Carol Zimmerrman, Pastor 
Ashley Nicolls 
 

Ministry Team Leaders 
Sharing & Caring – Betty Smowton 
Christian Education – Seeking volunteer leader 
Communications – Debi Rado 
Early Childhood Learning Cntr – Marilyn Hutfilz 
Evangelism – Marty Hillerich 
Fellowship – Seeking volunteer leader(s) 
Finance – John McAuliffe 
Food Pantry – George Hutfilz 
Outreach Ministry Fund – Curt Swenson 
Property – Seeking volunteer leader 
Social  – Cindy Paxton 
Stewardship – George & Marilyn Hutfilz 
Worship and Music – Sharon Wittren 
Parish Secretary – Dorrie Parsons 
Director of Music –  John Ferreira 
 

The Messenger is published monthly and  
distributed without charge to St. Paul Lutheran 
congregation members and friends. 
 

Copyright © 2019 St. Paul Lutheran Church, 
Sarasota FL. Permission granted for 
reproduction of individual articles with credit to 
source. 
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Welcome new families 
 

 

Erin, Matt & Ethan Sykes Ron & Julie Miller 

Emily, Chris, Aubrey & Vivienne Savoca 

New members were 

received in worship on 

February 17, and 

during social hour with 

a special cake and 

refreshments. 

mailto:davelilnwerley@gmail.com
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Greetings St. Paul Lutheran Church! 
 

     It has been over a year since our congregational 
retreat that helped set some goals for us. Do you 
remember the goals we set? If not, here they are… 

1. Build Membership  

2. Show people a balanced budget  

3. Develop effective internal and external 
communication (signs, online, preserve history) 

4. Develop a welcoming process (hospitality)  

5. Explore worship (creative options) and match 
with resources  

6. Continue community outreach   

7. Create a process where all in the congregation 
can share “pinches” and resolve broken 
expectations with respect/love   

8. Explore and develop additional 
youth ministry   

9. Have Christian education and 
faith formation for all ages   

10. Build a sense of unity among 
church family   

11. Have year-round stewardship 
guidance; emphasis on time, 
talent, and treasure; building 
and training volunteers  

12.  Initiate a “Fresh Start”  

     We have accomplished many of these goals 
while knowing that some of them are on-going and 
will always be a focus of St. Paul. The annual report 
for the Post-retreat Task Force will give you 
specifics on how we have realized these goals. As 
your pastor, I am extremely happy with where we 
are at now almost 17 months into my time here. We 
have done a lot in this short time.  Because of the 
work we have done, we are now a place we can 
happily invite people to join us in our mission of 
making a difference in Christ’s kingdom. I believe 
we are now in a healthy place and ready to tackle 
the number one goal from our congregational 

retreat: Build Membership.   

     Most Christian churches want to follow Matthew 
28:18-20 where Jesus says, “All authority in heaven 
and earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you.  And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” We are commanded 
to make disciples, not members of churches. The 
church is one way God has said he will be present 
and that we can live out our calling as Christians. I 
believe church is important and we have a voice in 
our society to tell the Good News of Jesus and we 
need to use it. As one pastor puts it, “Lead the 
church to be clearly focused on the mission of God 

in Christ for the sake of the world.”   

     That’s what this year of our Lord, 
2019, and hopefully beyond will be 
about for St. Paul Lutheran Church. 
We want to build our membership 
by making more disciples. As we 
focus on growing disciples, 
membership will grow. They go 
hand in hand. Our Post-retreat Task 

Force and council are going to be focusing on 
growth this year. We want to hear your thoughts on 
why and how you want St. Paul to grow, because 
growth doesn’t happen without intentional prayer 
and everyone’s participation. It’s not just about what 
I do or don’t do as a pastor. We’re in this together, 
working side by side, making a difference in Christ’s 
kingdom by sharing about God’s grace and 
encouraging people to serve. I’m excited where God 
through Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit is 
leading St. Paul. I hope you are, too.  

     Take care and God bless 

   

Pr.ashley  Page 
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Shrove Tuesday 
(will be on a Saturday, don’t ya 
know) 

 

 

     This year our Shrove Dinner & Show is again on the Saturday before Ash Wednesday, so mark your 

calendar for Saturday, March 2, at 6p. This is being done to accommodate our Tuesday Community Meal 

guests as their numbers have grown and there is not enough room in the Education Building to accommodate 

them now. 

     Back by popular demand is another Murder Mystery show that will be performed before and after a 

delicious meal. It is great fun and tickets are only $9 per person. Where can you have quality entertainment 

and a great meal included in one low, did I say low ticket price? All are welcome! 

     Tickets are going fast and can be purchased in the Fellowship Hall after Sunday worship, or contact Rick 

Barry: 941-735-4668. Volunteers are also greatly needed and you can sign up to help for these positions: set 

up, food prep, serving, clean up. 

 

 

 

Gods Work. Our Hands2.    
 

     Put March 24 on your calendar for another opportunity to use your hands to do God’s work on another 

community outreach project. We will work in conjunction with our Confirmation Youth Group.  

     Join us after worship in the Fellowship Hall and assemble homeless care bags full of snacks, juice boxes, 

candy, water and more. It’s a beautiful effort! 

Scene - it! 
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By filling out a Praise and Pinch form, we 

keep our communication healthy.  So don’t 

keep those good feelings all to yourself, nor 

hold those pinches inside. Use this form or 

pick one up at church (in the narthex or 

Fellowship Hall). It’s good to share! 

Praise and Pinch Form 
As a congregation, we are committed to voicing our “praises” and “not sitting on our pinches!” To be a healthy and 

faithful community, we need to be open with one another about what we expect in all areas of our life together. If there is 

anything in our community life that brings you joy (a praise) or causes you to be concerned (a pinch), please share your 

feelings and questions here. Thank you for taking the time to communicate about the ways we are doing well in our 

ministry together at St. Paul, as well as the areas that need attention. Please place this form in the box in the narthex or 

Fellowship Hall, or mail to the church office.  

 

I have a Praise: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
I have a Pinch: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
I believe the desired outcome (solution) should be: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Here is a specific question I would like answered: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Write your name below if you would like a direct response to your Praise or Pinch. 

Name________________________________________  

 

We will be sharing Praises and Pinches, along with any solutions, with the congregation. Please indicate your choice 
below. 

 

I authorize the use of my name if my Praise or Pinch is published in The Messenger newsletter. 

I prefer that my name be omitted from publication if my Praise or Pinch is published in the newsletter. 
 

 

Thank you for sharing your feedback with us so we can be more effective in the ministry of Jesus Christ that we do together!  
Every form will be evaluated by Mutual Ministry on a monthly basis. 

Mutual Ministry team members are: Jan Kruse, Mike Scherr, Barry Smith, and Pastor Ashley Nicolls (Jane French, alternate). 
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Helping our neighbors during this season 
of Lent 
 

     The 40 Days of Lent begin on March 6, and as we have done in the past, the Social 

Ministry team is sponsoring a Lenten project to help our neighbors in need. This year’s 

endeavor will be to enhance the supplies our weekly St. Paul Food Pantry clients receive 

with personal care items.  

     When a guest comes to the Food Pantry, they are allowed one personal care 

item. These are items that cannot be bought with Food Stamps and we keep them in a separate closet.  When 

Jan Kruse asks these clients if they would like a personal care item and opens the door to that closet, there is 

often relief on their faces knowing they can wash their clothes this week or be able to have appropriate 

hygiene when they go to work. 

     Donations of the following would be most appreciated: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    Collections of the above items will begin on Wednesday, March 6, through Palm Sunday, April 14.  Bins for 

these items will be available in both the Narthex and the Fellowship Hall during this time. 

     If you would like to help but cannot shop for these supplies, please consider a monetary donation.  Make 

checks payable to: St. Paul Lutheran Church and write Lenten Project in the memo line or on your offering 

envelope. Cash donations towards toilet paper and paper towels would also be helpful. 

     Many of us take for granted how easily we obtain these simple items, but for many the cost is out of reach. 

Anything we can do to help these brothers and sisters during their time of trouble is a blessing to all of us. 

Please also consider donations of these items throughout the year. 

 Cindy Paxton, Chair ~ Social Ministry team 

 

 

 
 

March 9 
Pet Memorial Garden 

 
Our pets are a blessing to us and on this day we will be able 
to show them how much they mean to us as we bless them. 
All pets are welcome. Please be considerate of others and 

have your pet leashed or caged as appropriate. 

Dish washing soap – most needed 

Laundry detergent – most needed 

Kleenex 

Bar soap 

Shaving cream 

Razors 

   Toothpaste 

Deodorant 

Shampoo 

Combs 

Hairbrushes 
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St. Paul Early Childhood Learning Center Art Show 
& Silent Auction 
 April 25 ~ 6p to 7p 

     Please join us as we celebrate the art work collected throughout the school 
year from the children at our school.  

     To help make this event the success it has been in the past, we are asking for 
donations of gift cards and/or gift baskets that we can use at our silent auction. 
Any donations can be brought to the school office Monday through Friday 
between 9a and 2p. You may also turn them into Pastor Ashley before or after  
worship each Sunday before the event. Thank you for your participation in this ministry of St. Paul and we 
hope you will attend!  ~ Christine Merrill, ECLC Director 

 

    

    Bible study 
The Wednesday Bible Study will be suspended for the 
duration of Lent and Holy Week. A notice will go out 

regarding the date it will resume. 
 

 
 
 
 

Your ad here… 
     Congregation members who would like to advertise their business can purchase an inexpensive business 
card sized Ad in The Messenger newsletter. The cost is $20/monthly issue with a discount for upfront 
payment of 12 monthly issues. Please note it must be your business. Contact Debi Rado for a copy of the 
contract and for more info: debirado@gmail.com. 

FROM YOUR FINANCE COMMITTEE  

Report for year-to-date as of January 31, 2019 

 Actual Budget 

Income received:  $ 25,164.49 $ 21,264.62 

Expenses:  $ 25,170.93   24,335.24 

St. Paul net $(6.44)  $(3,070.62)  

ECLC net position $  14,695.12 $    7,673.12 
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Worship and Music 
Ministry notes 
 

     The Worship and Music Committee discussed 

how to provide a sanctuary for worshipers wanting to 

meditate, or just to have a quiet space as they 

prepare to worship.  

     In anticipation of new procedures, a credenza 

was purchased for the narthex. Pastor Ashley chose 

the credenza and we are grateful to John and Helen 

Miller for underwriting the cost.   

     You may have noticed that there is a new Sunday 

procedure, which was implemented on the first 

Sunday in February, as you 

enter the church. We thank 

you ahead of time for your 

patience as we may need to 

work out some kinks.  

     Presently, a greeter is at 

the main door, and two 

greeters are stationed by the 

credenza on the west (left) 

side of the narthex. The 

credenza will be utilized for displaying materials, etc. 

Two ushers are on the east (right) side of the 

narthex to distribute bulletins. The doors into the 

sanctuary will be kept closed and an usher will be 

there to open the door for you.   

     Because we are a friendly bunch, the rear of the 

sanctuary in front of the doors was getting clogged.  

We are encouraging you to keep socializing; 

however, we are also encouraging it to take place in 

the narthex.   

     Keep those Praises and Pinches coming. Mutual 

Ministry welcomes your feedback each month and 

we look forward to addressing any concerns or 

suggestions you may desire to share. 

     The Worship and Music Committee will be 

meeting on the first Monday of the month at the 

request of our new Director of Music. It previously 

met on the first Tuesday.  

~ Sharon Wittren, chair 
 
 
 

 

LENTEN INTENTIONS 
     During Lent, we invite you to set a daily intention 

to spend time with God. 

     Sign up to receive a daily Lenten intention in 

your email inbox starting on Ash Wednesday. Each 

week’s Intentions are drawn from the Revised 

Common Lectionary Psalm for the week. 

      Once you sign up, beginning March 6, clicking 

on each image will take you to the daily intention 

(Monday-Saturday). If you follow St. Paul on 

Facebook, we will also be sharing the daily 

intention there. 

 

I intend to spend this day with all 

the curiosity and imagination 

that God gave me. 

I intend to live this day with God. 

I intend to share it. 

 

     Thank you for traveling this path. May you 

continue to spend your days with God.  

http://waytolead.org/lent-intentions-email/
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Camp Sunday  
 

March 17 

     During worship on this Sunday we will have a representative from 

NovusWay speak to us about all the wonderful camp opportunities that 

are available to us, youth through senior. Be sure to bring all your youth 

as the rep will also be leading a special class just for them after worship. 

     Located in the southeastern United States, the retreat centers located 

in North Carolina, Georgia, and Florida offer programmed retreats and 

camps for all ages, and also provide event and meeting spaces. 

     People of all ages need time away to build relationships, to connect with peers and co-workers, 

to rest and find refreshment for life, to re-connect with nature and God’s creation, and to be 

equipped as leaders. Whether attending our programs or planning your own retreat, you will find 

these opportunities at NovusWay. Their staff is highly trained in team building, group process, and 

faith formation. Their facilities encourage community building and provide the level of comfort and 

amenity you need to accomplish your goals in your time away. 

     The combination of quality staff, excellent facilities, the unique 1,900 acres of land, and your 

participation will lead you to “Get Inspired.” 

     A special offering will be taken. Your congregational financial gift, as well as support from synods, 

and grants enable us to keep camp affordable and cover the remaining 20% of camper expenses. 

Some youth need financial assistance, in the form of camper scholarships, to go to camp, and no 

one is turned away from camp due to financial reasons.        

Joke of the month 

     Anonymous Pinch 

received via one of the 

Praise & Pinch boxes on 

the church campus: 

   • In bulletin prayers for 

members, homebound 

and family and friends… I 

do not like distinction of 

short term , and long 

term feels like we are 

saying you haven't been 

here long.  Use 

members, homebound, 

and Family and Friends. 

     The Mutual Ministry 

team says: Thank you for 

your feedback and 

hopefully you have 

noticed the change in the 

bulletin. 

Here’s a pinch… 
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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR OF EVENTS • MARCH 2019 

 
9:30A 
1:00P 
6:30P 

 
 

9:00A 
10:00A 

6:00P 
 
 

1:00P 
5:15P 

 
 

10:00A 
5:30P 
6:30P 
7:00P 

 
 

8:00A 
 
 
 

7:00P 
 
 

9:30A 
1:00P 

 
 

9:00A 
10:00A 
11:00A 

 
2:00P 
7:00P 

 
 

5:00P 

MAR 1 FRI 
FOOD PANTRY PACKING 
MAH JONGG 
DOMINOES GAME NIGHT 
 
MAR 2 SAT 
FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
MUSICIAN REHEARSAL 
SHROVE SATURDAY DINNER/SHOW 

 
MAR 4 MON 
SHARING AND CARING MEETS 
WORSHIP & MUSIC MEETS 
 
MAR 5 SHROVE TUESDAY 
PRESCHOOL CHAPEL 
COMMUNITY MEAL 
ST. PAUL RINGERS REHEARSE 
CHOIR REHEARSAL 
 
MAR 6 ASH WEDNESDAY 
PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS 
ASHES/PRESCHOOL/7:30-9:30A 
ASHES/SANCTUARY/12-12:30P 
ASHES/DRIVE-THRU12:30-1P 
ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 
 
MAR 8 FRI 
FOOD PANTRY PACKING 
MAH JONGG 
 
MAR 9 SAT 
FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
MUSICIAN REHEARSAL 
PET BLESSING 
 
MAR 10 SUN 
GUITAR SARASOTA 
LIL & LOUIS PLAY 
 
MAR 11 MON 
GIRL SCOUT TROOP MEETS 

 
 

10:00A 
5:30P 
6:00P 
7:00P 

 
 

8:00A 
10:45A 
6:15P 
7:00P 

 
 

2:30P 
3:30P 

 
 
 

9:30A 
1:00P 

 
 

9:00A 
10:00A 
11:00A 

 
 

10:30A 
 
 

7:00P 
 
 

5:30P 
6:00P 
7:00P 

 
 

8:00A 
6:15P 
7:00P 

MAR 12 TUES 
MINISTRY REPORTS DUE 
PRESCHOOL CHAPEL 
COMMUNITY MEAL 
ST. PAUL RINGERS REHEARSE 
CHOIR REHEARSES 
 
MAR 13 WED 
PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS 
PEO MEETS 
LENTEN SUPPER BAR 
LENT WORSHIP 
 
MAR 14 THURS 
COMMUNICATIONS MEETS 
EXECUTIVE TEAM MEETS 
 
MAR 15 FRI 
MESSENGER DEADLINE 
FOOD PANTRY PACKING 
MAH JONGG 
 
MAR 16 SAT 
FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
MUSICIAN REHEARSAL 
CONG. COUNCIL RETREAT 
 
MAR 17 CAMP SUNDAY 
SPECIAL YOUTH CAMP ACTIVITY 
 
MAR 18 MON 
GUITAR SARASOTA 
 
MAR 19 TUES 
COMMUNITY MEAL 
ST. PAUL RINGERS REHEARSE 
CHOIR  REHEARSES 
 
MAR 20 WED 
PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS 
LENTEN SUPPER BAR 
LENT WORSHIP 

 
11:00A 
6:30P 

 
 

9:30A 
1:00P 

 
 

9:00A 
10:00A 

 
 

10:30A 
 
 
 

5:00P 
 
 

10:00A 
4:35P 
5:30P 
6:00P 
7:00P 

 
 

8:00A 
1:00P 
6:15P 
7:00P 

 
 

9:30A 
1:00P 

 
 

9:00A 
10:00A 

MAR 21 THURS 
CONFIRMATION 
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETS 
 
MAR 22 FRI 
FOOD PANTRY PACKING 
MAH JONGG 
 
MAR 23 SAT 
FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
MUSICIAN REHEARSAL 
 
MAR 24 SUNDAY 
GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS 
COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJ. 
 
MAR 25 MON 
GIRL SCOUT TROOP MEETS 
 
MAR 26 TUES 
PRESCHOOL CHAPEL 
ECLC BOARD MEETS 
COMMUNITY MEAL 
ST. PAUL RINGERS REHEARSE 
CHOIR REHEARSES 
 
MAR 27 WED 
PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS 
POST RETREAT TASK FORCE 
LENTEN SUPPER BAR 
LENT WORSHIP 
 
MAR 29 FRI 
FOOD PANTRY PACKING 
MAH JONGG 
 
MAR 30 SAT 
FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
MUSICIAN REHEARSAL 

St. Paul Mission Prayer 
 

     God of grace and love, you created us as your children and have brought us to St. Paul Lutheran Church. 
We are not perfect people, but this church is the perfect place for imperfect people. Thank you for your grace 
through Christ given to us. You call us to proclaim to everyone we meet that your grace is for them too. As a 
Holy Spirit-led family of God, we ask you to help us joyfully share your word and serve your people, so that 
together our lives make a difference in your kingdom here on earth. Strengthen us in our mission together; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
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Mar 2 - Ann Olsen 
Mar 8 - Colleen Ryan 
Mar 9 - Rick Barry 
Mar 10 - Soren Weber 
Mar 12 - Donna Casala 
Mar 18 - John Beyer 
Mar 18 - James Mele 
Mar 20 - George Hutfilz 
Mar 23 - Helen Miller 
Mar 31 - Nancy Parmakian 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Children’s Easter Egg Hunt & 
Celebration is in planning phase 

       This year is the 27th annual children’s celebration! I will 

be coming around with my sign-up poster for volunteers, so 

be ready! There are lots of fun things to do. Thank you! 

 ~ Barry Smith, Coordinator  

 
   
 
 

 

Missy Craig retires! 
 
     Congratulations to our very own 
Missy Craig as she is counting down 
the days to her official retirement 
date of March 29! Missy is in the 
choir and has just served a term on 
the church council. Shown here with 
her newest granddaughter, Daniela, 
the perks of retirement is getting to 
do whatever she wants, and travel 
more and get to see all her family 
(especially those grandchildren)! 

     Have fun Missy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church bus driver needed 

     We are looking for a volunteer to drive the church bus one or more 
Sundays a month and pick up a couple of 
homebound members for worship. If you 
can spare a small amount of time before 
and after worship, and can be added to our 
insurance, please see Rick Barry or call him 
at 941-735-4668! We presently have only 
one driver volunteering for every week.  

     Please prayerfully consider being a part 
of this ministry. 

 

Apr 13 -  Easter egg stuffing 

(preschool office) 

Apr 25 -  ECLC Art Show & Silent 

Auction 



 
St. Paul Lutheran Church 
  & Early Childhood Learning Center 

2256 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota FL 34239 
Phone 941-955-6479 Fax 941-955-8600 
Preschool 941-955-6480 
Website www.StPaulSarasota.org 
Rev. Ashley Nicolls, Pastor 
 

Sunday Schedule 
9:30a  Service of Worship 
      with Children’s Message 
 

Even now, Says the Lord, 
Return to me with your whole heart. 

Joel 2:12      


