
Greetings St. Paul Lutheran Church! 

When I was driving into the office today, I heard 

an advertisement for a Christmas song station 

on Sirius radio.  The song they sang to advertise 

it was, “It’s the most wonderful time of the year.”  

Of course they meant Christmas but as I walked 

into the office, I was thinking it’s more like 

Stewardship time right now.  So, I started 

singing, “It’s the most wonderful time of the year, 

with budgets and pledges and everyone saying 

let’s plan for next year, it’s the most wonderful 

time of the year.”  And I know I’m weird, but I like 

stewardship time.  To me it is a wonderful time 

of the year.  I love thinking about how to give 

back to God from what God has given me.  I am 

also weird that I like to pay bills and give thanks 

for what I have done in the past month that I’m 

paying for now or what I will be getting if I am 

paying ahead, all the while giving thanks to God 

that I have money to pay the bills.   

So that being said, Sunday is 

Stewardship Sunday.  You 

should have received in the 

mail a letter with a reflection 

on where we are as a 

congregation and where we 

want to go from here and the 

invitation for you to be a part of the 2022 

Stewardship Appeal with the Statement of Intent 

card to fill out and return, either in the mail or on 

Sunday morning.  As part of the Stewardship 

Appeal this year, you are encouraged to consider 

increasing your offering for the coming year. It is 

a unique opportunity for those who will be 

receiving a significant social security increase. 

This may be a year that those individuals could 

increase their giving. While we know that the 

Social Security increase was to help alleviate the 

cost of living increase, some may be able to use 

it to also give back to God and neighbor through 

St. Paul. Just as supply expenses have gone up in 

homes, they have increased at church too. We 

have also lost strong financial givers in 2021 due  

 

to death and know of other strong givers’ life 

changes that will affect their giving to St. Paul in 

the coming year. Please pray about this request 

to increase your offering and do your best to 

respond generously as the Lord leads you. 

On Sunday, November 28, we 

will start the Advent ELCA 

World Hunger Good Gifts 

Fundraiser.  We will hear 

from Rev. Fred Melton who 

serves in the Maryland-

Delaware Synod on the World 

Hunger Table.  He will share 

stories about where our 

monies go when we give to the Good Gifts 

program.  On Sunday, December 5, the 

ornaments will be available on the Christmas 

Tree in the Fellowship Hall to take as a tangible 

remembrance of your gift.  We will collect money 

through the Advent Season.  Please make a note 

of “ELCA Good Gifts” on your offering envelope, 

check, or online when you give.    

Advent is a time we prepare for Jesus’ 

birth. We know Jesus was born in 

Bethlehem.  Bethlehem is in 

Palestine.  There is an ELCA resource 

called, “Advent Pilgrimage in 

Palestine: The Way to Bethlehem.”  The Advent 

Pilgrimage in Palestine is a four-week virtual 

pilgrimage from the ELCA’s Peace Not Walls and 

Young Adult Ministry teams featuring young 

adult voices from the ELCA and the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land. 

This resource is available to everyone, regardless 

of age. You can use this resource as an individual 

or as a leader for a group gathering during 

Advent.  The website for this resource is 

https://sites.google.com/view/advent-pilgrimage-

in-palestine/2021-content. 

Our Christmas event for the 

community, Breakfast with Santa 

https://sites.google.com/view/advent-pilgrimage-in-palestine/2021-content
https://sites.google.com/view/advent-pilgrimage-in-palestine/2021-content


ministry, has changed this year to a more Covid-

friendlier, A Visit with Santa, on Saturday, 

December 18, 2-4p.  Each child will receive a 

goodie bag and other individually bagged treats.  

On Sunday, December 5 we will put these bags 

together after worship in the Fellowship Hall. 

Please join us.  And if you want to help with the 

actual event itself, please let me know.   

Have a great weekend. 

Take care and God bless, 

-PrAshley 
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