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9h Sunday after Pentecost | July 25, 2021

Welcome!
May God’s grace continue to
overflow to and through you.
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Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church.
We hope you will use this bulletin during the week to have a song to
sing, prayers to pray and give comfort, whether you are worshipping
in person or from home on your electronic devices.
Please know that although not all of us are physically together to
worship, our Lord is still with us. We give thanks for those who do
attend in-person, but also this technology that allows us to share the
bulletin, record the service of worship and post to our website.
Our Tuesday community meals are still on and so are the Saturday
Food Pantrys. Please continue to bring in supplies for these ministries.
Your offerings during this time are especially appreciated as our
ministries still continue. They can be made via online giving, given on
Sunday morning, mailed to the church or dropped off during our
normal office hours Monday-Friday • 9a-12noon.
May God bless you and give you peace.
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Welcome/Announcements
Prelude
“Thy Name We Praise”
John Ferreira

music by Lowell Mason,
arr. Pedersen

Confession and Forgiveness
Pastor: Let us before the God of tenderness and of love offer the prayers of who we are,
and name those times when we have not responded to God’s love.
A silence is kept
Pastor: Jesus Christ, the face of God to us, in you we see God's love reflected:
Lord, have mercy. Response: Lord, have mercy.
Pastor: Jesus Christ, peace from God to us, you bring reconciliation to the whole world:
Christ, have mercy. Response: Christ, have mercy.
Pastor: Jesus Christ, our life and unity through the Spirit poured out on us:
Lord, have mercy. Response: Lord, have mercy.
Pastor: Have mercy on us, Lord, in your compassion and lead us to the joys of
everlasting life. Response: Amen.
Pastor: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy
Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Response: Amen.

Gathering Hymn
Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ
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Prayer of the Day
Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for
your word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be the
true bread of heaven and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.Amen.

Special Music
“The Lamb”
music by Gerald Coleman
Members of the St. Paul Vocal Choir

Scripture ~ 2 Kings 4:42-44
Today’s reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings that describes the miracles of Elisha, the
successor to Elijah. Here the prophet gives food to a hungry crowd. Though there is not enough
food to go around, Elisha trusts God, who provides enough and even more to satisfy the need.
42

A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to [Elisha,] the man
of God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, “Give it to
the people and let them eat.” 43But his servant said, “How can I set this before a hundred
people?” So he repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the Lord,
‘They shall eat and have some left.’ ” 44He set it before them, they ate, and had some
left, according to the word of the Lord.
Word of God. Word of Life. Response: Thanks be to God.

Scripture ~ Ephesians 3:14-21
We have been rooted and grounded in the love of Christ, which surpasses all human knowledge.
Because Christ dwells in our hearts, our lives are continuously strengthened and empowered by
the ongoing presence of the Spirit.
14

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every family in heaven
and on earth takes its name. 16I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may
grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his
Spirit, 17and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted
and grounded in love. 18I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the
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saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19and to know the love of
Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
20
Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far
more than all we can ask or imagine, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
Word of God. Word of Life. Response: Thanks be to God.

Gospel ~ John 6:1-21
In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called “signs,” because they reveal the true character
of God. As such, they remain within the mystery of God and cannot be brought under human
control.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 6th chapter.
Response: Glory to you, O Lord.
1
Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2A
large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the
sick. 3Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4Now the
Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5When he looked up and saw a large crowd
coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to
eat?” 6He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. 7Philip
answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get
a little.” 8One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9“There is a
boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many
people?” 10Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass
in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. 11Then Jesus took the loaves,
and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also
the fish, as much as they wanted. 12When they were satisfied, he told his disciples,
“Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” 13So they gathered them
up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they
filled twelve baskets. 14When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to
say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.”15When Jesus realized
that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he withdrew again
to the mountain by himself. 16When evening came, his disciples went down to the
sea, 17got into a boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and
Jesus had not yet come to them. 18The sea became rough because a strong wind was
blowing. 19When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on
the sea and coming near the boat, and they were terrified. 20But he said to them, “It is I;
do not be afraid.” 21Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat
reached the land toward which they were going.
The Gospel of the Lord. Response: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon ~ Pastor Ashley Nicolls
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Hymn of the Day
You Satisfy the Hungry Heart
Verses 1, 3, 4, 5

Reception of New Members
Theresa “Lindy” Lindemann and Carol Grosch
Pastor: Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for Carol and Lindy one
with us in the body of Christ, who are making public affirmation of their baptism. Let us
pray. Merciful God, we thank you for Lindy and Carol whom you have made your own by
water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened them with
the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold your
servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have
brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. Response: Amen.
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Pastor: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of
the church. Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of
this world that rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Response: I renounce them.
Pastor: Do you believe in God the Father?
Response: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Pastor: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
Response: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Pastor: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
Response: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.
Pastor: You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the
covenant God made with you in holy baptism: to live among God’s faithful people, to
hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God
in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
Lindy and Carol: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
Pastor: People of God, do you promise to support Carol and Lindy and pray for them in
their lives in Christ?
Response: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit
you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in Lindy
and Carol the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in
your presence, both now and forever.
Response: Amen.
Pastor: Let us rejoice with these sisters in Christ.
Response: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks
and praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world.
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Prayers of the Church
Assisting Minister: Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for
the church, the world, and all of creation.
A brief silence.
Assisting Minister: We pray for the church. Bless the ministries of our neighboring
congregations. Empower churches throughout the world and encourage missionaries
who accompany global neighbors. Kindle in us a spirit of collaboration, that all people
may know your loving works. Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great.
Assisting Minister: We pray for creation. Send rain to lands experiencing drought and
come to the aid of those enduring sweltering heat. Nurture wheat and barley crops
grown for the nourishment of your people and conserve aquatic habitats and fish
populations. Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great.
Assisting Minister: We pray for those who govern. Cast out arrogance, selfishness, and
corruption and instruct those who lead to practice compassion and humility. Inspire them
with a vision of the common good and a commitment to ensure that all who hunger are
fed. Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great.
Assisting Minister: We pray for those bowed down by heavy burdens: those who are
unemployed or underemployed, those unable to find affordable housing, and those
without health insurance. Console those who grieve and hear the cries of those who call
to you for healing, especially those we name now aloud or in our hearts (pause). Hear
us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great.
Assisting Minister: We pray for this assembly. Deepen our resolve to use what we have
to serve those in need. When we worry that we do not have enough resources for
ministry, assure us of your abundance. Hear us, O God.. Response: Your mercy is
great.
Assisting Minister: We pray for our members, especially…and our preschool teachers
and students, especially… Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great.
Assisting Minister: We give thanks for those who have died. As you sustained them
through all their days, so dwell in our hearts, that we may have the power to
comprehend, with all the saints, the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge. Hear us, O
God. Response: Your mercy is great.
Assisting Minister: We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the
promise of your saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Response: Amen.

The Peace
(We will omit the physical sharing of the peace)

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.
Response: And also with you.
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Offering
(The collection plates can be found at the back of the sanctuary.
Please place your offerings there as you leave worship
Online giving at www.stpaulsarasota.org is also available.)

Offering Prayer
Assisting Minister: Jesus, Bread of life, you have given us your very self, and called us to
the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this
meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.
Response: Amen.

Spiritual Communion Prayer
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament. I love You
above all things and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive
You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were
already there, and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from
You. Amen.

Holy Communion
Pastor: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great
love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. In the
night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave
it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for
all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. Remembering,
therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
Response: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Response: Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
Pastor: Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray.
Response: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Pastor: The risen Christ invites us to come, eat and be satisfied.
Response: Thanks be to God.

Post Communion Blessing
Pastor: Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep
you in his grace now and forever. Response: Amen.

Prayer after Communion
Assisting Minster: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we
could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the
world with your own life. In your name we pray. Response: Amen.

Blessing
Pastor: The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be
upon you now and forever. Response: Amen.

Sending Hymn
Break Now the Bread of Life
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Dismissal
Pastor: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Response: Thanks be to God.
Pastor: And all God’s children say, Response: Amen

Postlude
“Allegro”
John Ferreira

music by Vandall Steeves

Attendance for Last Sunday: 51 in-person; 83 views (as of 7/20/21)
Flowers are given by Gail Seyfarth in memory of husband Bob and our wedding anniversary.
Eternal candle is given by Mike and Debi Rado with love and in memory of our fathers Lenny
and Luther.
Bulletins are given by Dorrie Parsons.

St. Paul Mission Statement
As a Holy Spirit-led family of God, we are called through baptism to proclaim and bear witness to
God’s reconciling grace in Jesus Christ to all so that by joyfully sharing God’s Word and
encouraging each other to service for the sake of others, our lives together make a difference for
Christ and His kingdom
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Please remember in your prayers…
All those serving in the U.S. Military. The homeless in our neighborhood, our city, our nation and the world. The
Florida Bahamas Synod Office of the Bishop Staff: Bishop Pedro, Assistants to the Bishop Pastors Khader, Rob C.,
Rob R., and Deacon Connie, Specialists Kennedy and Kim, Support Staff Tina, Yuliet , and Ileana.
SURE – Sarasota United for Responsibility and Equity.
Our Members, especially, John Beyer, Henry and Miriam Blosser, Dorothy Boller, and Kathy Bricker
Our preschool teachers and students, especially, Jacob, Daniel, and Romanni, Miss Jamie and Miss Addi.
Members
Geri Bandauski – sister of Dave
Dan Martin - friend of Susy Scholl
Smowton
Marsha McKinney- former member
Beetle Family
Bruce Boller – son of Dorothy Boller
Pam Mills – sister of Daniel Mills
John Beyer
Franklin Boyer – friend of
John Morrow – family of Brian
Henry Blosser
Puckhabers
McCulley
Susan Burmaster
Pam and David Brett – family of
Karen Paulsson – sister of Jim
Judy Carnal
Puckhabers
Paulsson
Sue Fisher
Sherri and Rebecca Buete – family
Terry Panthana – niece of Jean
Bob Fong
of Brian McCulley
Panthana
Jane French
Kathleen Cannon – friend of
Cory Putnam – grandson of Janice
Evelyn Gulliksen
Puckhabers
Kruse
Barbara and Ed Hahne
Alice Chanover – friend of
Manny Rebas – friend of Ethel
Carolyn and Thad Masters
Puckhabers
Hamilton
Carolyn Mele
Rusty Corner and family- friend of
Candy Reimer – godmother of
Cecilia Morvick
Susan Burmaster
PrAshley
Jean Panthana
Peter Craig – son of Missy Craig
Brian & Tommy Schlotterback—
Euder Paul
Esther Davis – friend of Puckhabers
sons of Doris Schlotterback
James Paulsson
Skylar Dickey – friend of Ethel
Cynthia Lu Scholl – sister of Susy
John Puckhaber
Hamilton
Scholl
Susy Scholl
John Dolittle – family friend of Brian
Clint Shantz- former member
Doris Schlotterback
McCulley
Donna Shepherd - sister of Gail
Dave and Betty Smowton
Cody Eddleman – husband of John
Seyfarth
Karin Zukowski
Beyer
Timothy Smith—grandson of Ginny
Homebound Members
Kathy Gbur – friend of Ethel
McQuaig
Sharyn Brodnax
Hamilton
Dave Spitler – former St. Paul
Donna Casala
Freddie Greer – friend of Jim
member
Carol Chambers
Paulsson
Elaine & Mark VanderweightCharles Kistner
Terri Hancock – friend of Marthe
friends of Jim Paulsson
Olive Lehman
Hildreth
Joan Weihrauch – friend of Anna
June Manselle
Eli Harshman – ECLC student
Mathisen
Virginia McQuaig
David Jackerson – son of Susy
Judith Wismer – community meal
Ann Olsen
Scholl
guest
Michael Reiter
Carolyn Jacobson – regular attender Amy Zuccarello—daughter of Dcn.
Carole Wilson
Linda Jones – friend of Ethel
Michele Hilton
Bettie Zuknick
Hamilton
Friends and Family
Jim & Kathleen Logan – family of
Alexander – Robyn Wood’s
Judy Carnal
grandson
Kenny Manselle—son of June
Dustin – family friend of Carol
Manselle
Chambers
Ginny Marraccini – sister of Kathie
Jason & Samantha – Debi Rado’s
Snyder
son and daughter-in-law
LaShonda – friend of J. Beyer
Martin, Ernest, and Tricia- friends of
Puckhabers
Clinton Allen – friend of Jim
Paulsson
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St. Paul Lutheran Church
and Early Childhood Learning Center
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
and the Florida-Bahamas Synod, established 1955
2256 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota, Florida 34239
Phone: 941.955.6479 Fax: 941.955.8600 ECLC Phone: 941.955.6480
Website: www.StPaulSarasota.org
Reverend Ashley Nicolls, Pastor – PrAshley1010@gmail.com
Dorrie Parsons, Parish Administrator—StPaul-admin@verizon.net
John Ferreira, Director of Music Ministries—sjrnmd@comcast.net
Christine Merrill, ECLC Director--StPaul-eclc@verizon.net

Executive Committee
George Hutfilz, President John McAuliffe, Vice President
Marty Hillerich, Treasurer
Sharon Wittren, Secretary

Council Congregation
Marthe Hildreth
John McAuliffe
Nancy Parmakian
Sue Scherr

Marty Hillerich
George Hutfilz
Daniel Mills
Pr. Ashley Nicolls
Debi Rado
Colleen Ryan
Gail Seyfarth
Susy Scholl
Sharon Wittren
Michele Hilton, Synod Parish Deacon

Church Copyright License #2262644
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24141
One License # A-727949
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