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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
9:30a Service of Worship  

Pastor ~ Reverend Ashley Nicolls 

Welcome!  

May God’s grace continue to 
overflow to and through you. 

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church.  

We hope you will use this bulletin during the week to have a song to 

sing, prayers to pray and give comfort, whether you are worshipping 

in person or from home on your electronic devices. 

Please know that although not all of us are physically together to 

worship, our Lord is still with us. We give thanks for those who do 

attend in-person, but also this technology that allows us to share the 

bulletin, record the service of worship and post to our website. 

Our Tuesday community meals are still on and so are the Saturday 

Food Pantrys. Please continue to bring in supplies for these ministries. 

Your offerings during this time are especially appreciated as our 

ministries still continue. They can be made via online giving, given on 

Sunday morning, mailed to the church or dropped off during our 

normal office hours Monday-Friday • 9a-12noon.  

May God bless you and give you peace.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

Worship 
Assistants 

 
 

Assisting Minister 
And Reader 

Dcn. Michele Hilton 
 

 

Signing Leader 
Susy Scholl 

 

Musician 
Susy Scholl 

 

Sound 
John Beyer 
Mike Scherr 

 

Screen Operator 
Ron Zimmerman 

 

Camera Operator 
Daniel Mills 

 

Usher 
Pete Gulliksen & Jim 

Paulsson 
 

Greeter 
Jan Kruse 

6th Sunday of Easter | May 9, 2021 



2 
 

Prelude 
                                            “Jesu, the Very Thought of You”           music by Eric Thiman 

John Ferreira  
                                

Easter Proclamation 
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
Response: He is Risen indeed! Alleluia! (soft)  
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
Response: He is Risen indeed! Alleluia! (louder) 
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
Response: He is Risen indeed Alleluia! (louder) 
 

Hymn 
Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 

verses 1-3 
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Spiritual Communion Prayer 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament. I love You 
above all things and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive 
You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were 
already there, and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from 
You. Amen. 
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Holy Communion 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:    
Response: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

 

Lord’s Prayer  
Pastor: Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray.   
Response:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.     

 

 

Invitation to Communion   
Pastor:  The risen Christ invites us to come, eat and be satisfied. 
Response: Thanks be to God.  
 
 

Post Communion Blessing   
Pastor: Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace now and forever. Response: Amen. 
 

Hymn 
Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 

verses 4 & 5 
See page 2-3 

 
 

(Walk Inside)  
 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen. Response: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! (sign) 
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Pastor: Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the 
gift of baptism. We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit 
comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like 
streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers. Breathe 
your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and 
forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us one, 
risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To you be given all praise, with the 
Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. Response: Amen. (sign) 

 

Hymn 

A  New Commandment 
(sing though once and repeat first two lines) 
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Prayer of the Day  
Pastor: Let us pray. 
Response: O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond 
understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all 
things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through 
Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (sign) 
 

Scripture ~ Acts 10:44-48 
While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy Spirit 
comes upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both Jews and 
Gentiles, Peter commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 
 

44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The 
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy 
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in 
tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for 
baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he 
ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay 
for several days. Word of God. Word of Life. Response: Thanks be to God. (sign) 
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Scripture ~ Psalm 98 
1Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things, whose right hand and 
holy arm have won the victory. 2O Lord, you have made known your victory, you have 
revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 3You remember your steadfast 
love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the 
victory of our God. 4Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, 
and sing. 5Sing to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song. 6With 
trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before the king, the Lord. 7Let the sea 
roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell therein. 8Let the rivers clap their 
hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who comes to judge the earth. 
9The Lord will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. Response: Thanks be to God. (sign) 
 

Scripture ~ 1 John 5:1-6 
God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s 
commandments. Thus the world is conquered not through military might but through love and 
faith. 
 

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone 
who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, 
when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we 
obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is 
born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our 
faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son 
of God? 6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water 
only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit 
is the truth. Word of God. Word of Life. Response: Thanks be to God. (sign) 
 

 

Special Music 
                                              “My Song is Love Unknown”               music by John Ireland 

Susy Scholl, soloist 
 

My song is love unknown, 
my Savior's love to me, 
love to the loveless shown 
that they might lovely be. 
Oh, who am I that for my sake 
my Lord should take frail flesh and die? 

He came from his blest throne 
salvation to bestow; 
the world that was his own  
would not its Savior know. 
But, oh, my friend, my friend indeed, 
who at my need his life did spend! 

In life no house, no home my Lord on earth might have; 
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in death no friendly tomb 
but what a stranger gave. 
What may I say? Heav'n was his home 
but mine the tomb wherein he lay. 
 

Here might I stay and sing— 

no story so divine! 
Never was love, dear King, 
never was grief like thine. 
This is my friend, in whose sweet praise 
I all my days could gladly spend!

Gospel ~ John 15:9-17 
On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in the days 
ahead. Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they love one another. 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter.  
Response: Glory to you, O Lord. (sign) 
[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If 
you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 12“This is my commandment, that you 
love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not 
call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is 
doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I 
have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed 
you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you 
ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love one 
another.” 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. Response: Praise to you, O Christ. (sign)
 

Sermon ~ Pastor Ashley Nicolls 
 

Hymn of the Day 
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

Verses 1 & 3 
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Prayers of the Church 
Assisting Minister: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our 
prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
A brief silence. 
Assisting Minister: Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen 
the bonds among all Christian churches. Today we pray for the Moravian Church, giving 
thanks for the life and witness of Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church 
and hymnwriter. Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great.   
Assisting Minister: Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing 
for joy. Fill the earth with your love so that by their song, all creatures of land and sea 
and sky, burrowing and soaring, may call us to join with them in praise.  
Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great. 
Assisting Minister: Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with 
undying love. Plant your word in the hearts of the nations’ leaders and give them your 
Spirit, so that the peoples of the world may live in peace.  
Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great. 
Assisting Minister: Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Provide 
for those needing homes or medical care and point us towards life-changing responses 
to these needs in our own communities. Be with the dying.  Be present with those who 
are sick or suffering, especially those we name now aloud or in our hearts (pause).  
Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great. 
Assisting Minister: Loving God, be with our members, especially…and our preschool 
teachers and students, especially…  Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great. 
Assisting Minister: Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless 
mothers and mothering people in our lives. Comfort those who miss their mothers, 
mothers who grieve, those who grieve because they cannot be mothers, and those who 
have never known a loving mother. Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great. 
Assisting Minister: Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. 
We remember with thanksgiving those who shared your love throughout their lives. Keep 
us united with them in your lasting love. Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is 
great. 
Assisting Minister: In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting 
in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Response: Amen.  

 
 

Lord’s Prayer (sung and signed) 
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Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen.  Amen.   

Blessing 

Pastor: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen 

Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Response: Amen (sign) 
 

Sending Hymn 

What Wondrous Love is This 
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Announcements
 

Dismissal  
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen. Response: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! (sign) 
Pastor: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!  
Response: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! (sign) 
Pastor: And all God’s children say and sign, Response: Amen (sign) 
 
 

Postlude 
                                            “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”                            music by                    
                                                            John Ferreira                          Charles C. Converse 

 
 

St. Paul Mission Statement 
As a Holy Spirit-led family of God, we are called through baptism to proclaim and bear witness to 

God’s reconciling grace in Jesus Christ to all so that by joyfully sharing God’s Word and 
encouraging each other to service for the sake of others, our lives together make a difference for 

Christ and His kingdom. 
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Attendance for Last Sunday: 50 in-person; 75 views (as of 5/4/21) 
 
Flowers are given by Dorrie Parsons in honor and thankfulness to all the moms for all 
you do.    
 
Eternal candle is given by Ethel Hamilton in  memory of her husband Bruce for their 
anniversary.   
 
Bulletins are given by Dorrie Parsons.  
  

Information about Upcoming Worship Changes 
The Safety and Emergency Preparedness Committee and the Worship and Music 
Committee, which met Monday, May 3, agree that it is time to make some adjustments 
to our Worship guidelines. 
  
Therefore, starting on Pentecost Sunday, May 23, it is planned to hold the entire service 
in the sanctuary.   
 
                • Short phrases and the Lord’s Prayer will be spoken. 
                • Holy Communion will be celebrated using the communion kits. 
                • A small choir and the bells will be participating. 
  
The committees have also agreed on plans going forward which Worship and Music will 
share at the council meeting on May 20 and some additional logistics about the 23rd. 
  
The protocol of wearing face masks and distancing will continue but we are excited to 
begin the steps forward. 
  
Thank you for the confidence you have placed in our committees to ensure we can have 
a safe return to indoor worshipping. 
  
-Pastor and Sharon (chair of Worship and Music) 
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Please remember in your prayers… 
All those serving in the U.S. Military. The homeless in our neighborhood, our city, our nation and the world. The 
Florida Bahamas Synod Office of the Bishop Staff:  Bishop Pedro, Assistants to the Bishop Pastors Khader, Rob C., 
Rob R., and Deacon Connie, Specialists Jim and Marina, Support Staff Tina, Yuliet, Kim, and Ileana.  
SURE – Sarasota United for Responsibility and Equity.  
Our Members, especially, Blake, Kendall, Mark, Nicole, and Tyler Blake and Hank and Judy Roberts. 
Our preschool teachers and students, especially, Miss Christine and Miss Lisa, Finley and Dinah. 

Members 

Beetle Family 
John Beyer 
Henry Blosser 
Susan Burmaster 
Donna Casala 
Sue Fisher 
Bob Fong 
Jane French 
Barbara and Ed Hahne 
Carolyn Mele 
Cecilia Morvick 
Jean Panthana 
James Paulsson 
John Puckhaber 
Susy Scholl 
Dave and Betty Smowton 
Curt Swenson 
Karin Zukowski 
Homebound Members 
Sharyn Brodnax 
Carol Chambers 
Charles Kistner 
Olive Lehman 
June Manselle 
Virginia McQuaig 
Ann Olsen 
Michael Reiter 
Carole Wilson 
Bettie Zuknick  
Friends and Family  
Dustin – family friend of Carol 
Chambers 
Jason & Samantha – Debi Rado’s 
son and daughter-in-law 
LaShonda – friend of J. Beyer 
Mark K. – friend of Cindy Paxton 
Martin, Ernest, and Tricia- friends of 
Puckhabers 
Susan – friend of Cindy Paxton 
Clinton Allen – friend of Jim 
Paulsson  
Geri Bandauski – sister of Dave 
Smowton 
 

Franklin Boyer – friend of 
Puckhabers 
Pam and David Brett – family of 
Puckhabers 
Sherri and Rebecca Buete – family 
of Brian McCulley 
Kathleen Cannon – friend of 
Puckhabers 
Alice Chanover – friend of 
Puckhabers 
Rusty Corner and family- friend of 
Susan Burmaster 
Esther Davis – friend of Puckhabers 
Skylar Dickey – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
Stephanie Diehl – daughter of 
community meal guests 
John Dolittle – family friend of Brian 
McCulley 
Cody Eddleman – husband of John 
Beyer 
Kathy Gbur – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
Auggie Glasgow – grandson of 
Cindy Paxton 
Freddie Greer – friend of Jim 
Paulsson 
Brian Grogan – son-in-law of 
Hillerichs 
Terri Hancock – friend of Marthe 
Hildreth 
Eli Harshman – ECLC student 
David Jackerson – son of Susy 
Scholl 
Linda Jones – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
Kenny Manselle—son of June 
Manselle 
Ginny Marraccini – sister of Kathie 
Snyder 

Dan Martin - friend of Susy Scholl 
Marsha McKinney- former member 
Melissa Meyers and family – sister 
of Marthe Hildreth 
Pam Mills – sister of Daniel Mills 
John Morrow – family of Brian 
McCulley 
Karen Paulsson – sister of Jim 
Paulsson 
Terry Panthana – niece of Jean 
Panthana 
Cory Putnam – grandson of Janice 
Kruse 
Manny Rebas – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
Candy Reimer – godmother of 
PrAshley 
Rose Sajevic – family friend of Pr. 
Ashley 
Brian & Tommy Schlotterback—
sons of Doris Schlotterback  
Cynthia Lu Scholl – sister of Susy 
Scholl 
Jim  and Robert Scianni – sons of 
Sciannis 
Clint Shantz- former member 
Donna Shepherd  - sister of Gail 
Seyfarth 
Timothy Smith—grandson of Ginny 
McQuaig 
Dave Spitler – former St. Paul 
member 
Elaine & Mark Vanderweight- 
friends of Jim Paulsson 
Amy Zuccarello—daughter of Dcn. 
Michele Hilton 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
and Early Childhood Learning Center 

 

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

and the Florida-Bahamas Synod, established 1955 

2256 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota, Florida 34239 

Phone: 941.955.6479   Fax: 941.955.8600   ECLC Phone: 941.955.6480 

Website: www.StPaulSarasota.org 

 

Reverend Ashley Nicolls, Pastor – PrAshley1010@gmail.com 

 Dorrie Parsons, Parish Administrator—StPaul-admin@verizon.net 

John Ferreira, Director of Music Ministries—sjrnmd@comcast.net 

Christine Merrill, ECLC Director--StPaul-eclc@verizon.net 

 

Executive Committee 
George Hutfilz, President  John McAuliffe, Vice President      

 Marty Hillerich, Treasurer      Sharon Wittren, Secretary  
 

Council Congregation 
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