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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
9:30a Service of Worship  

Pastor ~ Reverend Ashley Nicolls 

Welcome!  

May God’s grace continue to 
overflow to and through you. 

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church.  

We hope you will use this bulletin during the week to have a song to 

sing, prayers to pray and give comfort, whether you are worshipping 

in person or from home on your electronic devices. 

Please know that although not all of us are physically together to 

worship, our Lord is still with us. We give thanks for those who do 

attend in-person, but also this technology that allows us to share the 

bulletin, record the service of worship and post to our website. 

Our Tuesday community meals are still on and so are the Saturday 

Food Pantrys. Please continue to bring in supplies for these ministries. 

Your offerings during this time are especially appreciated as our 

ministries still continue. They can be made via online giving, given on 

Sunday morning, mailed to the church or dropped off during our 

normal office hours Monday-Friday • 9a-12noon.  

May God bless you and give you peace.   
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Welcome/Announcements 
 

Prelude 
                                                               “Picardy”                                   arr. Albert Adcock 

John Ferreira 
 

World Hunger Litany for Advent 
Pastor:  In these days, we wait.  We open our hearts and adjust our lives. 

Response:  For the King of Kings, the Lord of Lords is coming. 

Pastor:  We wait with joy and faith filled anticipation, for the coming of Christ. 

Response: For we know who this One is, what He brings, even how to prepare. 

Pastor:  Jesus taught us to see him in the midst of the hungry and thirsty. 

Response:  Come Lord Jesus, and inspire us to see and serve you. 

Pastor: The coming Christ taught us to share our extra shirts with those who have 

none, and our food with those who have need.  

Response: Come Lord Jesus, and inspire us to see and serve you. 

Pastor: The babe of Bethlehem came to love, forgive, and challenge us to share 

His grace, blessings and hope. 

Response: Come Lord Jesus and inspire us to see and serve you this Advent. 

Pastor: Gracious and wise God, thank you for the gift of the ELCA World Hunger 

Ministry, and the local food pantries and food ministries which have 

blessed your church.  

Response: Help us to prepare for your holy coming by serving you this Advent.  

AMEN. 

 

Gathering Hymn 
Light the Advent Candle 

(verse 1) 
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Words and Music by Mary Lu Walker Copyright ©2001, Mary Lu Walker 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Pastor:   Gracious God, we enter this Advent season filled with hope and 

anticipation. 

Response:   Come Lord Jesus and restore us to new life. 

Pastor:   For many, we open our refrigerators and kitchen cabinets and find so 

many options for our meals.  We are so fortunate.   
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Response: We are so blessed, YET we do not always respond to those who 

have so little, whose pantries are empty.  Come Lord Jesus and 

restore us to new life. 

Pastor: We live in a world where one in eight people are food deprived, and 

insecure. 

Response: Yet we confess, our attention and awareness is less concentrated 

on those in need, and more on personal pursuits and enjoyments. 

Come Lord Jesus, open our eyes and hearts and restore us to new 

life. 

Pastor: Gracious God, your Son came and comes again and again, to love, 

forgive and inspire us to serve those in need, especially those who are 

hungry and thirsty, sick and lonely. 

Response: Come Lord Jesus, restore us to new life. 

Pastor: Children of God, heirs to the Kingdom, Christ came to forgive us, to 

renew us, and bless us with grace and purpose.  Through our honest 

confession and sincere repentance, God announces, that we are all 

forgiven.  Go now, and serve Him who saves us. 

Response:  Amen.   

 

Hymn 
When the Poor Ones 

(verses 1 & 2) 

 

 



5 
 

 

 

 

 
Prayer of the Day 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to 

the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Special Music 
                                                   ”A Canticle for Advent”                        Martin J. Schaefer 

St. Paul Singers 

Scripture ~ Jeremiah 33:14-16 
In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in relationship. God acts 
righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today’s reading, 
Jerusalem’s future name—“The Lord is our righteousness”—proclaims that God is even now 
working salvation for Israel. 
14The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a 

righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness 

in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And 

this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 

Word of God.  Word of Life. Response: Thanks be to God.   
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Scripture ~ Psalm 25:1-10 
1To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my enemies 

triumph over me. 
3Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame who are 

treacherous. 
4Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths.  
5Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I 

trusted all the day long. 
6Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting.  
7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me according to 

your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 
8You are gracious and upright, O Lord; therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
9You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way. 
10All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast  love and faithfulness to those who keep 

your covenant and your testimonies.  
 

Scripture ~ 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with gratitude for 
them. In this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy, and blessings for the 
people of this growing church. 
9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our 

God because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face 

to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.11Now may our God and Father 

himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And may the Lord make you 

increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for 

you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless 

before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 

Word of God.  Word of Life. Response: Thanks be to God.  
 

Gospel ~ Matthew 25:34-40 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 25th chapter.  
Response: Glory to you, O Lord. 
34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 'Come, you that are blessed by my 

Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was 

hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 

stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and 
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you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.' 37Then the righteous will 

answer him, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and 

gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 

welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick 

or in prison and visited you?' 40And the king will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you 

did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.' 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.  Response: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Children’s Message 
(For the young and young at heart) 

ELCA World Hunger Video – The Lingson Family Story 
Song – Star-Child (verses 1 & 2) 
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Sermon ~ Rev. Fred Melton 

 

Hymn of the Day 
Here I Am Lord 
(verses 1 & 3)  
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Prayers of the Church 

Assisting Minister: In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and 

places that yearn for God’s presence. 

A brief silence. 

Assisting Minister: God of presence and peace, strengthen your church around the globe 

to proclaim the message of your love coming to the world. Open our hearts to 

recognize your face in all people and in all of creation.  

Assisting Minister: Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great. 

Assisting Minister: God of mighty redwoods and microscopic plants, fields and city parks, 

the wind and the waves, be a healing balm to our wounded planet. May we nurture 

what you have lovingly created.  

Assisting Minister: Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great. 

Assisting Minister: God of equity and compassion, bring righteousness and goodness to 

all peoples of the earth. Give a heart of discernment and integrity to leaders in our 

communities. Assisting Minister: Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great. 

Assisting Minister: God of comfort and care, be present with those who watch and wait. 

Come to all who await births, deaths, divorces, new unions, new jobs, retirements, 
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healing, and life transitions of every kind. Assisting Minister: Be especially with those 

we name aloud now or in our hearts (pause)  

Assisting Minister: Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great. 

Assisting Minister: God of promises kept and new dreams awakened, shelter your 

people from destructive storms and provide for those who are hungry. We pray for 

those whose lives have been upended by natural disasters and hunger and for the 

work of Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran World Relief, and ELCA World 

Hunger.  

Assisting Minister: Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great. 

Assisting Minister: God of companionship and community, we give you thanks for the 

saints who journeyed with us and now abide in you. Even in distress and uncertainty, 

make us confident that your promises endure forever. 

Assisting Minister: Hear us, O God.Response: Your mercy is great. 

Assisting Minister: God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. 

Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.  

Response: Amen.  
 

The Peace 
(We will omit the physical sharing of the peace) 

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.   

Response: And also with you. 

Offering 
(The collection plates can be found at the back of the sanctuary.   

Please place your offerings there as you leave worship 
Online giving at www.stpaulsarasota.org is also available.) 

 

Offering Prayer 

Assisting Minister: God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and 

our lives to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in 

this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 

Response: Amen. 

Spiritual Communion Prayer 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament. I love You 

above all things and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive 

You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were 

already there, and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from 

You. Amen. 

http://www.stpaulsarasota.org/
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Holy Communion 
Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 

me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until he comes. 

Response: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Lord’s Prayer  
Pastor: Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray.   

Response:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

 

Invitation to Communion 

Pastor:  Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace. 

Response: Thanks be to God. 

  

Post Communion Blessing 

Pastor: Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace now and forever. Response: Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
Assisting Minster: Most High God, you have come among us. By the Spirit’s power, form 

us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ 

Jesus, our host and our guest. 

Response: Amen. 
 

Blessing 

Pastor: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 

Response: Amen
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Sending Hymn 
Canticle of the Turning 

(verses 1 & 3) 
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Dismissal 
Pastor:  Go in peace. Christ is near. Response: Thanks be to God.   
Pastor:  And all God’s children say, Response: Amen 
 

Postlude 
                                               “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”               setting by Paul Manz 

John Ferreira 
 

Attendance for Last Sunday: 59 in-person; 64 views (as of 11/22/21) 
Flowers are given by Don and Marty Hillerich in thanksgiving for our spirit filled St. Paul Family.  
Also in thanksgiving for our loving, inspiring parents, Clarence & Mrea Burckle and Henry & 
Catherine Hillerich.   
Bulletins are given by Dorrie Parsons in thanksgiving and appreciation for all the friends and 
members of my St Paul family. Each and every one of you will be remembered and missed. 
God’s Peace. 
Eternal Candle is given by  Bonnie Zipf in appreciation of the volunteers of Community Meals.   
 

St. Paul Mission Statement 
As a Holy Spirit-led family of God, we are called through baptism to proclaim and bear witness to 

God’s reconciling grace in Jesus Christ to all so that by joyfully sharing God’s Word and 
encouraging each other to service for the sake of others, our lives together make a difference for 

Christ and His kingdom. 
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Please remember in your prayers… 
All those serving in the U.S. Military. The homeless in our neighborhood, our city, our nation and the world. The 
Florida Bahamas Synod Office of the Bishop Staff:  Bishop Pedro, Assistants to the Bishop Pastors Khader, Rob C., 
Rob R., and Deacon Connie, Specialists Kennedy and Kim, Support Staff Tina, Yuliet , and Ileana.  
SURE – Sarasota United for Responsibility and Equity.  
Our members, especially, Avery, Colleen, Liam, Maren, and Robert Miller, and Helen and John  Miller  
Our preschool teachers and students, especially Lorraine, Stella, and Ellis.  Ms. Sierra and Mrs Gail. 

Members 

Earleen Ashbrook 
Beetle Family 
John Beyer 
Henry Blosser 
Susan Burmaster 
Sue Fisher 
Bob Fong 
Jane French 
Barbara Hahne 
Carolyn Mele 
Cecilia Morvick 
Jean Panthana 
Euder Paul 
James Paulsson 
John Puckhaber 
Susy Scholl 
Doris Schlotterback 
Dave and Betty Smowton 
Ginger Webb 
Larry Wolfe 
Karin Zukowski 
Homebound Members 
Sharyn Brodnax 
Donna Casala 
Charles Kistner 
Olive Lehman 
June Manselle 
Virginia McQuaig 
Ann Olsen 
Michael Reiter 
Carole Wilson 
Bettie Zuknick  
Friends and Family  
Cammy – Hellwege’s friends 
daughter 
Dolores – friend of Colleen Ryan 
Dustin – family friend of Carole 
Wilson 
Ian – Michele Hilton’s son 
Jason & Samantha – Debi Rado’s 
son and daughter-in-law 
Judy & Dave – friends of Hilleriches 
LaShonda – friend of J. Beyer 
Clinton Allen – friend of Jim 
Paulsson  

Arleen Austin – former Parish 
Administrator 
Steve Baker – friend of Cindy 
Schlotterback 
Geri Bandauski – sister of Dave 
Smowton 
Karla Benton – niece of the Roberts 
Sherri, Greg, and Rebecca Buete – 
family of Brian McCulley 
Kathleen Cannon – friend of 
Puckhabers 
Alice Chanover – friend of 
Puckhabers 
Jessica Clements – friend of Kathie 
Snyder 
Rusty Corner and family- friend of 
Susan Burmaster 
Skylar Dickey – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
John Dolittle – family friend of Brian 
McCulley 
Cody Eddleman – husband of John 
Beyer 
Kathy Gbur – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
Lily Gibson – Susy Scholl’s niece 
Freddie Greer – friend of Jim 
Paulsson 
Eli Harshman – ECLC student 
David Jackerson – son of Susy 
Scholl 
Carolyn Jacobson – regular attender 
Linda Jones – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
John Logan  - brother of Judy 
Carnal 
Kenny Manselle—son of June 
Manselle 
Ginny Marraccini – sister of Kathie 
Snyder 

Shirley and Dan Martin - friends of 
Susy Scholl 
Marsha McKinney- former member 
Pam Mills – sister of Daniel Mills 
John Morrow – family of Brian 
McCulley 
Karen Paulsson – sister of Jim 
Paulsson 
Terry Panthana – niece of Jean 
Panthana 
John Popielarsky – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
Manny Rivas – friend of Cindy 
Schlotterback 
Candy Reimer – godmother of 
PrAshley 
Brian & Tommy Schlotterback—
sons of Doris Schlotterback  
Cynthia Lu Scholl – sister of Susy 
Scholl 
Rob Scianni – Scianni’s son 
Clint Shantz- former member 
Donna Shepherd  - sister of Gail 
Seyfarth 
Timothy Smith—grandson of Ginny 
McQuaig 
Dave Spitler – former St. Paul 
member 
Brian Sullivan – friend of John 
Ferreira 
Pr. Lyle Truitt – former pastor at St. 
Paul 
Elaine & Mark Vanderweight- 
friends of Jim Paulsson 
David Weinberger – friend of 
Puckhabers 
Judith Wismer – community meal 
guest 
Amy Zuccarello—daughter of Dcn. 
Michele Hilton 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
and Early Childhood Learning Center 

 

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

and the Florida-Bahamas Synod, established 1955 

2256 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota, Florida 34239 

Phone: 941.955.6479   Fax: 941.955.8600   ECLC Phone: 941.955.6480 

Website: www.StPaulSarasota.org 

 

Reverend Ashley Nicolls, Pastor – PrAshley1010@gmail.com 

 Olfa Reyes—StPaul-admin@verizon.net 

John Ferreira, Director of Music Ministries—sjrnmd@comcast.net 

Lisa McLean, ECLC Director--StPaul-eclc@verizon.net 

Olivia Partington-Farrow, ECLC Assistant Director 

 

Executive Committee 
George Hutfilz, President  John McAuliffe, Vice President      

 Marty Hillerich, Treasurer      Sharon Wittren, Secretary  
 

Council Congregation 
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