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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
9:30a Service of Worship  

Pastor ~ Reverend Ashley Nicolls 

Welcome!  

May God’s grace continue to 
overflow to and through you. 

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church.  

We hope you will use this bulletin during the week to have a song to 

sing, prayers to pray and give comfort, whether you are worshipping 

in person or from home on your electronic devices. 

Please know that although not all of us are physically together to 

worship, our Lord is still with us. We give thanks for those who do 

attend in-person, but also this technology that allows us to share the 

bulletin, record the service of worship and post to our website. 

Our Tuesday community meals are still on and so are the Saturday 

Food Pantrys. Please continue to bring in supplies for these ministries. 

Your offerings during this time are especially appreciated as our 

ministries still continue. They can be made via online giving, given on 

Sunday morning, mailed to the church or dropped off during our 

normal office hours Monday-Friday • 9a-12noon.  

May God bless you and give you peace.   
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Prelude 
                                           “Now Comes the Gentle Savior”                    arr. David Lasky 

John Ferreira 
 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
Pastor: We praise you, O God, for this crown that marks our days of preparation for 
Christ’s advent. As we light the first candle on this wreath, rouse us from sleep, that we 
may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes with all the saints and angels. Enlighten 
us with your grace, and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. Grant this through 
Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 
Response: Amen. 

 

Gathering Music 
                                                            “El-Shaddai”                            Music by Amy Grant 
El-Shaddai, El-Shaddai, El-Elyon na 
Adonai 
Age to age You're still the same 
By the power of the name 
El-Shaddai, El-Shaddai, Erkahmka na 
Adonai 
We will praise and lift You high, El-Shaddai 
 

Through Your love and through the ram 
You saved the son of Abraham 
Through the power of Your hand 
Turned the sea into dry land 
 

To the outcast on her knees 
You were the God who really sees 
And by Your might 
You set Your children free 
 

El-Shaddai, El-Shaddai, El-Elyon na 
Adonai 
Age to age You're still the same 
By the power of the name 
El-Shaddai, El-Shaddai, Erkahmka na 
Adonai 
We will praise and lift You high, El- 

Through the years You made it clear 
That the time of Christ was near 
Though the people couldn't see 
What Messiah ought to be 
 

Though Your Word contained the plan 
They just would not understand 
Your most awesome work was done 
Through the frailty of Your Son 
 

El-Shaddai, El-Shaddai, El-Elyon na 
Adonai 
Age to age You're still the same 
By the power of the name 
El-Shaddai, El-Shaddai, Erkahmka na 
Adonai 
I will praise You till I die, El-Shaddai 
 

El-Shaddai, El-Shaddai, El-Elyon na 
Adonai 
Age to age You're still the same 
By the power of the name 
El-Shaddai, El-Shaddai, Erkahmka na 
Adonai 
I will praise You till I die, El-Shaddai 

Shaddai
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Prayer of the Day 
Congregation:  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful 
protection awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us 
blameless until the coming of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. (sign for Amen) 

 

Special Music 
“My Lord What a Mornin” arr. Jay Althouse 

Judy Carnal, Marthe Hildreth, and Marilyn Hutfilz, Susy Scholl 
                                                   

Scripture ~ Isaiah 64:1-9 
This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The visions of a rebuilt 
Jerusalem and a renewed people of God, spoken of in Isaiah 40–55, have not been realized. 
Instead, the people experience ruin, conflict, and famine. This lament calls God to account—to be 
the God who has brought deliverance in the past. 
 

1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would 
quake at your presence—2as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to 
boil—to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at 
your presence! 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, 
the mountains quaked at your presence. 4From ages past no one has heard, no ear has 
perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. 
5You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you 
were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. 6We have all 
become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all 
fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7There is no one who calls 
on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, 
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we 
are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. 9Do not be 
exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are 
all your people. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. Response: Thanks be to God. (sign for thanks be to God) 
 

  Scripture ~ Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
 

1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; shine forth, you that are 
enthroned upon the cherubim. 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
stir up your strength and come to help us. 3Restore us, O God; let your face shine upon 
us, and we shall be saved. 4O LORD God of hosts, how long will your anger fume when 
your people pray? 5You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have given them 
bowls of tears to drink. 6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, and our 
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enemies laugh us to scorn. 7Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, 
and we shall be saved. 17Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one you 
have made so strong for yourself. 18And so will we never turn away from you; give us 
life, that we may call upon your name. 19Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; let your face 
shine upon us, and we shall be saved.  
 

Word of God. Word of Life. Response: Thanks be to God. (sign for thanks be to God) 
 

Gospel ~ Mark 13:24-37 
Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in power and glory to 
end all suffering.  
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 13th chapter.  
Response: Glory to you, O Lord. (“sign for glory”) 
 

[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the 
moon will not give its light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in 
the heavens will be shaken.26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with 
great power and glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the 
four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 28“From the fig tree learn its 
lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that 
summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is 
near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these 
things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away.  32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will 
come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in 
charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch.   
35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, 
in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you 
asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
 
 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. Response: Praise to you, O Christ. (sign for praise) 
 

Sermon ~ Pastor Ashley Nicolls 
 

Hymn of the Day 
 O Come O Come Emmanuel  
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Nicene Creed 
Pastor: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith together with the Nicene 
Creed.  
Response:  We believe (sign for “we believe”)  in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe (sign for “we 
believe”)  in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe (sign for “we believe”)   in the 
Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe (sign for “we believe”)  in one holy catholic and 
apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. (sign 
for “Amen”) 
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Prayers of the Church 
Assisting Minister: God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to 
this weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 
A brief silence. 
Assisting Minister: We pray for the ministry we share in Christ’s name. Open our hearts 
to your call for justice, peace, and healing. Attune us to the needs of the world as you 
draw near.   Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great. (sign) 
Assisting Minister: We pray for this planet in need of restoration: for devastated habitats, 
polluted waters, thawing ice, blazing fires, swelling floods, and long-lasting droughts. 
Renew the face of the earth and our relationship to it.    Hear us, O God. 
Response: Your mercy is great. (sign) 
Assisting Minister: We pray for all people who care for others in our community and 
around the world. Fill them with compassion and the power to respond with justice for 
those who are oppressed, with welcome for those who are excluded, and with relief for 
those who suffer.  Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great. (sign) 
Assisting Minister: We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: for those 
without homes facing severe weather, for those who are unemployed or underemployed, 
for those in poverty or facing food insecurity, and all those in any need, especially those 
we name now aloud or in our hearts (pause).  Relieve their burdens, sustain their 
bodies, and ease their minds. Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great. (sign) 
Assisting Minister: We pray for the people in our families and congregation who live with 
depression, anxiety, chronic pain, addiction, and other invisible illnesses. Ease their 
suffering and support them when they struggle.  Hear us, O God.  
Response: Your mercy is great. (sign) 
Assisting Minister:  We pray for our members, especially…and our preschool teachers 
and students, especially… Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great. (sign) 
Assisting Minister: We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died while 
waiting for justice, peace, or healing, those whose names we know and those whose 
names are known only to you. Sustain all who still yearn for the completion of your 
redeeming work. Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great. (sign) 
Assisting Minister: Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Response: Amen. (sign) 
 

Lord’s Prayer (sung and signed by Susy Scholl) 
Congregation: Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever, Amen. Amen.
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Blessing 
Pastor: The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill 

you with love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey,☩ now and forever. 

Response: Amen. (sign for Amen) 
 

Sending Song 

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dismissal 
Pastor: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Congregation: Thanks be to God. (sign for thanks be to God) 
Pastor:  And all God’s children say and sign,  Congregation: Amen. (sign for Amen) 
 

Postlude 
Attendance for Last Sunday:  41 in-person; 181 views (as of 11/24/2020) 
 

Flowers are given by Dorrie Parsons with sincere gratitude and appreciation for all the 
work, help and guidance provided by JD, Tonia and the Miller family. 
Eternal candle is given by John and Colleen Ryan to celebrate one of God’s many 
blessings. Our marriage of 51 years on November 8 at St. Paul Lutheran Church, as well 
as daughter Meghann and son-in-law Steve Bickel’s wedding of 12 years.   
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Small Group Holy Communion Cluster Schedule 10:30a Fellowship Hall 

November 29 – Clusters 3 and 12 (Jan Kruse and Sue Scherr Shepherds;  
up to 12 households) 

December 6 – For guests or others that missed their scheduled time (up to 12 households) 
 

Ministry Opportunities 
Monday Zoom Prayer, 11a  (contact office, Kim Heindl or PrAshley for invite) 
 
Wednesday Zoom Study and Story, 7p (contact office, Kim Heindl or PrAshley for invite) 
 
Thursday In-Person Bible Study, 6p (contact office or Michele Hilton for more information) 
 
Hope Seeds December 21, 1p 
 

St. Paul Mission Statement 
As a Holy Spirit-led family of God, we are called through baptism to proclaim and bear 

witness to God’s reconciling grace in Jesus Christ to all so that by joyfully sharing God’s 
Word and encouraging each other to service for the sake of others, our lives together 

make a difference for Christ and His kingdom. 
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Please remember in your prayers… 
All those serving in the U.S. Military. The homeless in our neighborhood, our city, our nation and the world. The 
Florida Bahamas Synod Office of the Bishop Staff:  Bishop Pedro, Assistants to the Bishop Pastors Khader, Rob C., 
Rob R., and Deacon Connie, Specialists Jim and Marina, Support Staff Tina, Yuliet, Kim, and Ileana. SURE – 
Sarasota United for Responsibility and Equity. Our Members, especially, Anna, Olivia, Rachel and Ruby 
Williamson, Carole Wilson,  Alexandra Wise, Sharon Wittren, and Larry Wolfe.  Our preschool teachers and 
students, especially, Mr. Cayden and Miss Christine, Finley, Cash, Ethan, and Dinah.    

Members 

Beetle Family 
John Beyer 
Henry Blosser 
Susan Burmaster 
Linda Case 
Sue Fisher 
Bob Fong 
Barbara and Ed Hahne 
Brian McCulley 
Cecilia Morvick 
Ann Olsen 
Jean Panthana 
James Paulsson 
John Puckhaber 
Susy Scholl 
Dave and Betty Smowton 
Curt Swenson 
Karin Zukowski 
Homebound Members 
Sharyn Brodnax 
Carol Chambers 
Charles Kistner 
Olive Lehman 
June Manselle 
Virginia McQuaig 
Michael Reiter 
Carole Wilson 
Bettie Zuknick  
Friends and Family  
Dustin – family friend of Carol 
Chambers 
Karen and Mark – friends of 
Marty Hillerich 
LaShonda – friend of J. Beyer 
Martin, Ernest, and Tricia- 
friends of Puckhaber’s 
Clinton Allen – friend of Jim 
Paulsson 
Susan, Kaleigh, and Devon 
Boller – family of Dorothy Boller 

Franklin Boyer – friend of 
Puckhaber’s 
Pam and David Brett – 
nephew/niece-in-law of 
Puckhaber’s 
Sherri and Rebecca Buete – 
family of Brian McCulley 
Kathy Cassel – Hellwege’s 
niece 
Esther Davis – friend of 
Puckhaber’s 
Skylar Dickey – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
Stephanie Diehl – daughter of 
community meal guests 
Cody Eddleman – husband of 
John Beyer 
Dick Fahrney – friend of 
Hillerich’s 
Kathy Gbur – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
Freddie Greer – friend of Jim 
Paulsson 
Terri Hancock – friend of Marthe 
Hildreth 
David Jackerson – son of Susy 
Scholl 
Linda Jones – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
Kenny Manselle—son of June 
Manselle 
Ginny Marraccini – sister of 
Kathie Snyder 
Marsha McKinney- former 
member 
Tiffany Merrill – daughter of 
Christine Merrill 
Pam Mills – sister of Daniel Mills 
John Morrow – family of Brian 
McCulley 
 

Karen Paulsson – sister of Jim 
Paulsson 
Terry Panthana – niece of Jean 
Panthana 
Olivia Philips – family of Judy 
Roberts 
Cory Putnam – grandson of 
Janice Kruse 
Manny Rebas – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
Candy Reimer – godmother of 
PrAshley 
Christopher Reiter – son of 
Michael Reiter 
Steven Roberts – son of Judy 
Roberts 
Rose Sajevic – family friend of 
Pr. Ashley 
Clint Shantz- former member 
Brian & Tommy Schlotterback—
sons of Doris Schlotterback  
Cynthia Lu Scholl – sister of 
Susy Scholl 
Jim  and Robert Scianni – sons 
of Scianni’s 
Timothy Smith—grandson of 
Ginny McQuaig 
Dave Spitler – former St. Paul 
member 
Susan Sullivan – friend of John 
Ferreira 
Dan Torrence – friend of Marty 
Hillerich 
Brittany Trautwein-friend of 
Puckhaber’s 
Elaine & Mark Vanderweight- 
friends of Jim Paulsson 
Bethany Weinberger- friend of 
Puckhaber’s 
Amy Zuccarello—daughter of 
Dcn. Michele Hilton 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
and Early Childhood Learning Center 

 

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

and the Florida-Bahamas Synod, established 1955 

2256 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota, Florida 34239 

Phone: 941.955.6479   Fax: 941.955.8600   ECLC Phone: 941.955.6480 

Website: www.StPaulSarasota.org 

 

Reverend Ashley Nicolls, Pastor – PrAshley1010@gmail.com 

 Dorrie Parsons, Parish Administrator—StPaul-admin@verizon.net 

John Ferreira, Director of Music Ministries—sjrnmd@comcast.net 

Christine Merrill, ECLC Director--StPaul-eclc@verizon.net 

 

Executive Committee 
George Hutfilz, President       Sandy Tull, Vice President 

 Marty Hillerich, Treasurer      Sharon Wittren, Secretary  
 

Council Congregation 
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