
Greetings St. Paul Lutheran Church! 
 
Last week I wrote about the Outreach Ministry Fund and how you are making a difference in the community, nation, and 
world with your financial gifts to St. Paul. Now today I want to share a bit about another fund that is used for making a 
difference in individual people’s lives: The Good Samaritan Fund.   
 
Hopefully you know where the name of the fund comes from – the story of the Good Samaritan from Luke 10:25-37.  
25 Just then a religion scholar stood up with a question to test Jesus. “Teacher, what do I need to do to get eternal life?” 
26 He answered, “What’s written in God’s Law? How do you interpret it?” 27 He said, “That you love the Lord your God 
with all your passion and prayer and muscle and intelligence—and that you love your neighbor as well as you do 
yourself.” 28 “Good answer!” said Jesus. “Do it and you’ll live.” 29 Looking for a loophole, he asked, “And just how would 
you define ‘neighbor’?” 30-32 Jesus answered by telling a story. “There was once a man traveling from Jerusalem to 
Jericho. On the way he was attacked by robbers. They took his clothes, beat him up, and went off leaving him half-dead. 
Luckily, a priest was on his way down the same road, but when he saw him he angled across to the other side. Then a 
Levite religious man showed up; he also avoided the injured man. 33-35 “A Samaritan traveling the road came on him. 
When he saw the man’s condition, his heart went out to him. He gave him first aid, disinfecting and bandaging his 
wounds. Then he lifted him onto his donkey, led him to an inn, and made him comfortable. In the morning he took out 
two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take good care of him. If it costs any more, put it on my bill—
I’ll pay you on my way back.’ 36 “What do you think? Which of the three became a neighbor to the man attacked by 
robbers?” 37 “The one who treated him kindly,” the religion scholar responded. Jesus said, “Go and do the same.” (The 
Message paraphrase) 
 
We want to be the Good Samaritan (as Jesus said, Go and do the same) and help those who come across our path. A 
church building is known to be a place where people can come for financial help. We, at St. Paul, have a fund that is 
specifically designed for this purpose.  When someone calls or comes in looking for their electric bill to be paid, I know I 
can help the person. The relief in that person’s voice or face, knowing that they will be able to cook a meal for their 
family makes me so happy to serve a congregation that has a fund like this. During the hot summer months, those who 
live in their cars need to have the AC running more and that takes more gas. We’ve been able to give out gas gift cards 
to those individuals. I think I’m even known at a local motel when I call saying I’m going to pay for someone’s room for 
the night, so a couple could get off the streets for a night so they don’t get in trouble with the law for trying to stay in a 
park overnight. Medical bills have been paid so needed procedures could be done. Prescriptions have been filled so 
people can heal correctly. Water and phone bills have been paid to give people the peace of mind that these services 
won’t be disconnected on them. All of these show Jesus’ love for our neighbor.  
 
Of course, there is the chance that this fund gets taken advantage of, but I am very careful in who I help and how many 
times I help a person. It does get difficult to say, “No,” but St. Paul is not the place they are to come for regular help. I 
want to be able to help as many people as possible in emergencies rather than just a few people all the time. I will offer 
other options of other organizations that can help.  
 
As COVID-19 continues, the need for help continues, too. I have seen 
an increase in people calling, emailing, and coming in during this time. I 
continue to be grateful for your financial support of this fund. It truly 
makes a difference in this community.  
 
Take care and God bless, 
 

-PrAshley 


