
An Up-date from your Pastor 

 

March 27, 2020 

 

Dear friends in Christ, 

I have a free app on my phone that gives me a daily devotional.  It’s called d365.  I encourage you to use it if you don’t 

already have a devotional that you use regularly.  Today it encouraged me and I want to base my update to you on it.  It 

said,  

Take a moment just now 

To step away from the worries of illness and isolation 

Hear the stories of resurrection and life 

And let those stories speak to you 

I’ve been hearing stories of resurrection and life and I want to share some of them.   These are ways we are being the 

church.  As our Director of Evangelical Mission, Pr. Khader El-Yateem posted on his Facebook page, the church is not 

empty, it is deployed! We are still out in the world giving life to people.   

Our homebound members received their cards that were signed by people who were at our last in-person 

worship on March 15.  I’ve received phone calls from them saying thank you.  They said they didn’t realize all of 

these people were praying for them.  The appreciation in their voices gives us life.  We are still the church 

visiting those who are in need even though we cannot physically be there. 

I hear of our members making face masks for hospitals and others who need them.  What a gift that can actually 

save a life.   

A family who just lost their jobs saw the sign for our food pantry and stopped in to get food.  The community 

meal guests heard that last week our campus was left pretty messy after the first attempt at to-go meals only.  

They policed themselves and after the dinner this week it was clean.  The guests don’t just take for themselves 

but bring meals to others that can’t get to the church.  Even our own members are making meals and bringing 

them to others who may not be able to get food as easily.  What a way to live out Matthew 25:35 “For when I 

was hungry, you gave me something to eat.”   

Our first attempt at Facebook Live only worship was met with not only our own members watching and sending 

thanks for doing it, other people around the country were watching and sharing their appreciation of it, too.  We 

are continuing to be a community even amidst isolation.   

And these are just a few of the ministries I’ve heard about.   I want to remind you that our office remains open, Ricardo, 

our custodian, is still cleaning, and the property team continues to meet.  One of the things that may go unnoticed 

during these times when people aren’t coming here as often is maintaining our property.  A big thanks to those who are 

continuing to keep our campus beautiful.  A special shout out to Rick Barry and John McAuliffe for fixing the education 

building roof when a hole was discovered probably due to a tree branch.  Pictures are available of Rick on the roof if you 

want to see it.  ☺ 

During this time of suspended in-person worship, giving financially may be more difficult, but please continue to 

faithfully give, by dropping your offerings off at the office, calling the office to set up direct debit, or contacting your 

bank to have checks sent directly to the church.  We are working on getting online giving available through our website.   



I ask for prayers especially for our Early Childhood Learning Center.  Even though we were asked by the county to stay 

open and we did, the enrollment has dropped considerably.  Layoffs have occurred.  Our directors are working diligently 

to help laid off teachers.  If you would like to email your public official to make sure they vote for bills that will help Early 

Childhood Education, please follow this link.  

https://zerotothree.secure.force.com/actions/TakeActionOne?actionId=AR00339 

 

I’m sure many of you are wondering about ministries after April 1.  The congregation council will be meeting early next 

week to discuss plans for after April 1, including Holy Week and Easter.  Once those decisions are made, we will let you 

know.   

I would like to end this message with the ending from d365 today.  Listen to these words: “I have called you by name, 

you are mine.” (Isaiah 43:1)  Go now, knowing that God calls you by name, and claims you with love.  Go now, knowing 

that God draws near when you cry out in sadness and anger.  Go now, ready to live the resurrection life.   

Yes, it says “Go now” and we may not be “going” many places, but in whatever you do, live the resurrection life.  I hope 

to “see” you on Facebook Live worship on Sunday at 9:30a. 

Take care and God’s peace, 

-PrAshley  
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