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online-only worship will 
continue thru August 

The guidelines on Church Reopening Best Practices from the Florida-Bahamas Synod office continue to 
recommend delaying in-person worship until at least Phase 3. And with the rise in cases locally, and after 
much discussion at the Congregation Council meeting on Thursday, July 16, it was decided St. Paul will 
continue to remain closed to in-person worship through the month of August.  

This decision will again be the topic of discussion at the August 20 council meeting. 

 
 

 

St. Paul fellowship fantasy football  
 

Our league will be starting a new season in September! We are inviting new owners and coaches to join our 

league. Please email Barry Smith at generals58owls59@aol.com if you are interested in joining for the 2020 

season.  

altar flowers  
Flowers are still adorning the altar area on Sundays for our Facebook Live worship. You may continue to sign 
up for flower donations by calling the church office - 941.955.6479. They are $25 per vase. 

mailto:generals58owls59@aol.com?subject=Fantasy%20Football%20League
mailto:owls59@aol.com


 

 OUR MISSION AT ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH    As a Holy Spirit-led family of God, we are called through Baptism to proclaim 

and bear witness to God’s reconciling grace in Jesus Christ to all; so that by joyfully sharing God’s Word and encouraging each other to service 

for the sake of others, our lives together make a difference for Christ and His kingdom. 

The Messenger is the 
newsletter of St. Paul 
Lutheran Church.  
 

Mailing address: 
2256 Bahia Vista St.,  

         Sarasota FL 34239-2499 
 
 

Telephone: 941-955-6479 Fax: 941-955-8600 
ECLC Preschool 941-955-6480 
Email: StPaul-Admin@verizon.net 
Preschool email: StPaul-ECLC@verizon.net 

Council email: StPaul-Council@verizon.net 

Pastor email: prashley1010@gmail.com  

Web site: www.StPaulSarasota.org 

Editor: Debi Rado 

St. Paul Lutheran Church is a member of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the 
Florida-Bahamas Synod, ELCA. 

Pastor: Rev. Ashley Nicolls 
 

Synod Parish Deacon: Michele Hilton 
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Sharon Wittren, secretary 
Marty Hillerich, treasurer 
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Marty Hillerich, George Hutfilz, John McAuliffe,  
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Colleen Ryan, Sue Scherr, Gail Seyfarth, Sandy 
Tull, Sharon Wittren, Pastor Ashley Nicolls 
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Sharing & Caring – Betty Smowton 
Christian Education – Seeking volunteer leader 
Communications – Debi Rado 
Early Childhood Learning Cntr – Marilyn Hutfilz 
Evangelism – Gail Seyfarth 
Safety & Emergency Preparedness - TBA 
Fellowship – Sandy Tull, Sue Scherr, Nancy Neff 
Finance – John McAuliffe 
Food Pantry – George Hutfilz 
Outreach Ministry Fund – Curt Swenson 
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Social  – Colleen Ryan 
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Worship and Music – Sharon Wittren 
Parish Secretary – Dorrie Parsons 
Director of Music –  John Ferreira 
 

The Messenger is published monthly and  
distributed without charge to St. Paul Lutheran 
congregation members and friends. 
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online giving is an easy & safe way to 
support the ministries of st. paul 
 

From regular giving to special donations, many appreciate the ease of 

online giving, and the added bonus of credit card points. This option is 

now available on the St. Paul website. You may use a credit/debit card or 

the ACH check option. You may choose to donate to your regular giving 

or choose from several ministry options. 

Go to: www.StPaulSarasota.org 

Click: Giving Page on the top menu bar (it may be under More) 

Click: I’d like to Give now (green box) 

Fill in: All the requested info (it’s not much) 

You will receive an immediate confirmation followed by an emailed 

receipt for your records. 

Thank you in advance for being faithful and generous stewards by giving 

to the missions that make St. Paul the face of God in our community! 

 

FROM YOUR FINANCE COMMITTEE  

Report for year-to-date as of May 31, 2020 

 Actual Budget 

Income received:  $ 154,017.19 $ 158,217.95 

Expenses:  $ 166,713.85   $ 173,667.79 

St. Paul net $ (12,696.66) $ (15,449.84)  

ECLC net position $ 1,880.53 $ 30,349.24 

mailto:davelilnwerley@gmail.com
https://www.StPaulSarasota.org
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Greetings St. Paul Lutheran Church! 
  

     As most of you know already, we 
continue to suspend in-person 

worship through the end of August with the council 
discussing and deciding about September at the 
August 20 council meeting. This time of the 
pandemic is difficult, to say the least. Most of our 
normal routines are changed. I even catch myself 
smiling and laughing less often. It’s one of the 
reasons I wanted to do a taste of the Disney-style 
worship service on the 26th of July. It’s not the same 
as doing the full service with fellowship time after, but 
it is a taste, and helps me at least, keep moving 
forward in joy.     

     Another way I have joy is in receiving “The Joyful 
Noiseletter” (TJN) newsletter in the mail. It is the best 
resource I have found for Holy Humor. Their website 
(www.joyfulnoiseletter.com) gives a lot of information 
that we have used for Holy Humor Sunday. 
A now retired United Methodist pastor from 
my hometown got me started looking at TJN 
as they had a Holy Humor Sunday every 
year. When he retired, he gave me all of his 
copies of TJN dating back to the 1970s. 
This same pastor even had an article written 
in TJN about him when he retired. In most 
congregations he served he brought Holy 
Humor Sunday with him and they were very well 
received. I’ve now been quoted in The Joyful 
Noiseletter for different Holy Humor services I have 
done including, Disney-style worship.    

     One of my favorite articles from TJN was about a 
stand-up comedian who became a pastor. Rev. 
Susan Sparks claims that she is “America’s only 
female stand-up comedian with a pulpit.” (I laughed 
and remembered the times folks told me I should go 
into stand-up comedy because of my sermons). Rev. 
Sparks is the senior pastor at Madison Avenue 
Baptist Church in New York City. She is the author of 
“Laugh Your Way to Grace: Reclaiming the Spiritual 
Power of Humor” (I haven’t read it yet, but it is on my 
list to get). Her story from stand-up comedian to 
pastor is an extraordinary one. She writes, “In my 
home galaxy, God had one face (Jesus) and Jesus 
had one expression (a frown). Didn’t matter where he 
was or what he was doing, he was frowning. Healing 
a leper: frowning. Holding a baby lamb; frowning. 
Drinking wine: frowning.” After graduating law school 
she traveled around the world finding laughter and 

humor everywhere she went (Mother Teresa in 
Calcutta, Buddhist monks in Nepal, Jewish and 
Muslim in Israel). She said, “Honored by the ancients 
as a spiritual healing tool, celebrated by the great 
world religions, laughter is a deeply spiritual gift that 
we’ve lost somewhere along the way.” She wanted to 
bring it back to congregations and what better way 
than to enter seminary and become a pastor, “for 
ministers, like comedians, stand in solidarity with 
their audience…in the places of greatest pain.” She 
says, “We bring laughter and humor into just about 
every other aspect of our life. Yet, in our most 
intimate place, our spiritual search, we tend to check 
our humor at the doors of our houses of worship like 
we check our coats.” Geliophobia is the fear of 
laughter. She calls the fear of laughing in the 
presence of God “spiritual geliophobia.” She 
continued, “I believe that humor can empower us to 
live with elegance and beauty and a generosity of 
spirit. It is a tool that can enable us to live our daily 
lives, our spiritual lives, with grace.” 

    TJN also includes jokes, funny church 
signs, cartoons, and other ways to keep us 
laughing. Another one of my favorite articles 
was written by Betty C. Hatcher. She asked 
the question if the disciples ever had fun and 
laughed. Did Peter ever trip and fall and 
then the others tease him for “falling from 
grace?” Did they ever have foot-races and 

the winner get an extra wine at supper? Did they sing 
Psalms as they walked? Law of averages says at 
least one of them would have been teased for being 
off-key. Did they snore? Is that why Jesus drew apart 
from them at night? Or did Jesus heal the snorer? 
And did Jesus ever turn their wine back into water? 
We are created in God’s image. The laughter we are 
born with is His also. She will ask the disciples when 
she gets to heaven, “What happened [that was] funny 
when you were with Jesus on earth, and did you all 
laugh?”  

     Remember, especially in this unusual time, 
laughter is good for the soul.  
 
Take care and God bless, 

 

-PrAshley      

 

PrAshley’s Page 



 

Page 4 T H E  M E S S E N G E R  

 
 

 

Congregation Council Synopsis • juLy 
 

At the July 16 Congregation Council Zoom meeting: 

 Approved a motion to suspend in-person worship through August 31. 
Evaluation of the schedule after August will be addressed by the 
council at its August 20 meeting.  

 Approved a resolution to name Dorrie Parsons as an official 
representative of the church on all financial activities, except those 
requiring authorized signatures, beginning August 1, 2020. 

 Approved a motion to authorize a Task Force Charter to gather data 
on the ECLC ministry going forward and the feasibility of housing 
that ministry. The Task Force will report to the Congregation Council 
prior to a congregation discussion. 

 Approved a future gathering of Shepherd Clusters to meet to share 
Holy Communion. The program will begin when the circumstance 
allows. 

 June minutes, pastor’s report, and financial information may be 

found in the binder in the narthex. The July minutes will be available 

after approval at the August 20, 2020 meeting.   

 

Zoom Story & Study • Wednesdays @ 7p 
 

This group is a hit with many already! Deacon Kim Heindl is the 

moderator of this online group who get together from the comfort of their 

own homes to share contact with each other, stories, perhaps a little 

Bible study and scripture. You may also join by phone. Email Kim for a 

Zoom invite: kaheindl@comcast.net. 

  

Zoom prayer team • each monday @ 11a 
 
You are invited to join this small group who meet each 
Monday to share a devotion, pray for our church, each 
other, the community, the world. Contact Kim Heindl for 
the Zoom invite: kaheindl@comcast.net. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Aug 6 - Bonnie Zipf 
Aug 12 - Miriam Blosser 
Aug 12 - Susy Scholl 
Aug 14 - Daniel Eckert 
Aug 14 - Matthew Miller 
Aug 15 - Colleen Miller 
Aug 15 - Pastor Ashley Nicolls 
Aug 18 - Larry Wolfe 
Aug 19 - Alison Mills 
Aug 21 - Nancy Neff 
Aug 24 - Jane French 
Aug 27 - Brenda Smith 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Aug 8 - Eileen & Dale Everhart 
Aug 12 - Debi & Mike Rado 
Aug 19 - Cecilia & Bruce Morvick 
Aug 20 - Emily & Chris Savoca 
Aug 23 - Sue & Mike Scherr 
Aug 24 - Julie & Michael Reiter 
Aug 30 - Margaret & James Bull 

 

mailto:kaheindl@comcast.net?subject=Zoom%20Story%20&%20Study
mailto:kaheindl@comcast.net?subject=Zoom%20Story%20&%20Study


 

AUGUST 2020 Page 5 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR OF EVENTS • AUGUST 2020 

 
9:00A 

10:00A 
 
 

11:00A 
 
 
 

5:30P 
 
 

8:00A 
7:00P 

 
 

9:30A 
 
 
 

9:00A 
10:00A 

 
 

11:00A 
 
 
 
 

5:30P 

AUG 1 SAT 
FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
MUSICIAN REHEARSAL 
 
AUG 3 MON 
PRAYER TEAM VIA ZOOM 
(CALL OFFICE FOR INVITE LINK) 
 
AUG 4 TUES 
COMMUNITY MEAL 
 
AUG 5 WED 
PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS 
STORY & STUDY VIA ZOOM  
(CALL OFFICE FOR INVITE LINK) 
 
AUG 7 FRI 
FOOD PANTRY PACKING 
 
AUG 8 SAT 
FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
MUSICIAN REHEARSAL 
 
AUG 10 MON 
PRAYER TEAM VIA ZOOM 
(CALL OFFICE FOR INVITE LINK) 
 
AUG 11 TUES 
MINISTRY REPORTS DUE 
COMMUNITY MEAL 

 
8:00A 
2:00P 
7:00P 

 
 
 

9:30A 
NOON 
3:30P 

 
 

9:30A 
 
 
 

9:00A 
10:00A 

 
 

11:00A 
 
 
 

6:00A 
5:30P 

 
 

8:00A 
7:00P   

 AUG 12 WED 
PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS 
EVANGELISM MINISTRY 
STORY & STUDY VIA ZOOM  
(CALL OFFICE FOR INVITE LINK) 
 
AUG 13 THURS 
ELECTION EQUIPMENT DELIVERY 
FINANCE MEETING 
EXECUTIVE TEAM MEETS 
 
AUG 14 FRI 
FOOD PANTRY PACKING 
 
AUG 15 SAT 
MESSENGER DEADLINE 
FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
MUSICIAN REHEARSAL 
 
AUG 17 MON 
PRAYER TEAM VIA ZOOM 
(CALL OFFICE FOR INVITE LINK) 
 
AUG 18 TUES 
PRIMARY ELECTION VOTING 
COMMUNITY MEAL 
 
AUG 19 WED 
PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS 
STORY & STUDY VIA ZOOM  
(CALL OFFICE FOR INVITE LINK) 

 
6:30P 

 
 

9:30A 
 
 

9:00A 
10:00A 

 
 

11:00A 
 
 
 

5:30P 
 
 

8:00A 
7:00P 

 
 
 

9:30A 
 
 

9:00A 
10:00A 

 
 

11:00A   

AUG 20 THURS 
COUNCIL MEETING 
 
AUG 21 FRI 
FOOD PANTRY PACKING 
 
AUG 22 SAT 
FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
MUSICIAN REHEARSAL 
 
AUG 24 MON 
PRAYER TEAM VIA ZOOM 
(CALL OFFICE FOR INVITE LINK) 
 
AUG 25 TUES 
COMMUNITY MEAL 
 
AUG 26 WED 
PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS 
STORY & STUDY VIA ZOOM  
(CALL OFFICE FOR INVITE LINK) 
 
AUG 28 FRI 
FOOD PANTRY PACKING 
 
AUG 29 SAT 
FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
MUSICIAN REHEARSAL 
 
AUG 31 MON 
PRAYER TEAM VIA ZOOM 
(CALL OFFICE FOR INVITE LINK) 

St. Paul Mission Prayer 
 

Pray with us, 

    God of grace and love, you created us as your children and have brought us to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church. We are not perfect people, but this church is the perfect place for imperfect people. Thank 

you for your grace through Christ given to us. You call us to proclaim to everyone we meet that your 

grace is for them too. As a Holy Spirit-led family of God, we ask you to help us joyfully share your 

word and serve your people, so that together our lives make a difference in your kingdom here on 

earth. Strengthen us in our mission together; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen 
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Latest update from sure 
 

 
SURE has made efforts to reform the criminal 

justice system in Sarasota for many years. 
Here is a summary of some of our recent 

victories: 
  

•   In 2016, SURE pressed local officials to secure 
$2.4 million over the next three years for a 
Comprehensive Treatment Court. This court helps 
homeless people with mental illness get into 6 months 
of housing and wrap around services. This court 
keeps them out of the jail cycle in which so many 
homeless individuals are caught. 120 people per year 
will benefit from this court.  

•   In early 2015 SURE got the local stakeholders - the 
State Attorney, Public Defender, and Chief Judge - to 
support the implementation of Civil Citation in 
Sarasota for the first time ever. In the fall of 2015 the 
Sheriff implemented Civil Citation. In 2014 Sarasota 
arrested more kids for first time, non-serious 
misdemeanors than Miami-Dade - a county 5 times 
our size. These kids have trouble getting into the 
military, qualifying for college scholarships, and 
getting good jobs. In the first three months of the Civil 
Citation program, youth arrests dropped by 
77%. Keeping kids out of the juvenile justice system 
breaks the cycle of poverty, results in a lower crime 
rate, and keeps kids' futures in tact.  

•   In 2009, SURE won an Addiction Recovery Pod in 
the County Jail. This program costs taxpayers nothing 
as it is fully run by the Salvation Army. To date this 
program has reduced recidivism by over 60%, and 
more than 2000 inmates have benefited from the 
program.  

•   During the fall of 2019, 300 SURE leaders 
gathered in small home meetings to share stories of 
what challenges they face in the community. We 
heard dozens of stories related to the criminal justice 
system. 300 leaders gathered at our fall assembly 
and voted to, once again, tackle criminal justice 
reform in Sarasota. After a period of initial research 
and data gathering, our committee learned that 
thousands of people are arrested every year in 
Sarasota for non-violent offenses. We know that 
running these non-violent offenders through the court 
system and housing them in jail is a great cost to 
Sarasota tax-payers, but we also know that carrying a 
criminal record takes an expensive toll on the human 
life that is impacted. As our research continued, we 
found that many counties in Florida have already 

implemented an adult civil citation program for non-
violent offenders to receive an alternative to arrest, 
saving millions of tax-payer dollars and keeping first 
time non-violent offenders from receiving a life-long 
label. Since learning of this program, SURE leaders 
have begun working with local law enforcement 
officials to draft an adult civil citation program in 
Sarasota. Over the coming year, we will continue 
pressing for this program, as well as gathering more 
information on the racial disparities that plague our 
criminal justice system. If you are interested in 
learning more about our current work on criminal 
justice, please contact Reverend Dr. Laurie Etter 
at laurietter@gmail.com. 

 
EXCITING NEWS: 
     As many of you know, SURE has been working to 
implement restorative practices in our county schools 
for well over a decade. This effort came as we 
discovered the alarming rate of out of school 
suspension in Sarasota; Sarasota suspends more 
children every year from our public schools than all of 
Miami-Dade County! Restorative practices is a set of 
strategies that seek to change the culture of a school 
from one where children are punished and kicked out 
of the classroom for misbehavior, to one where 
children are taught how to treat others in a way that 
values human dignity. 
 
     At our 2019 Nehemiah Action, we won a 
commitment from the school district to establish a 
restorative practices pilot program in 5 of our county 
elementary schools. This year, at SURE's urging, the 
school district will be further expanding the pilot to 
include 3 more elementary schools. The schools that 
are included in the pilot are: Brentwood Elementary, 
Tuttle Elementary, Atwater Elementary, Venice 
Elementary, Fruitville Elementary, Ashton 
Elementary, Gulf Gate Elementary, and Bay Haven 
Elementary.  

 
 

Please share with others so that we can celebrate 
this huge success together! 
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Members 

Beetle Family 

John Beyer 

Susan Burmaster 

Sue Fisher 

Bob Fong 

Barbara & Ed Hahne 

Daniel Mills 

Brian McCulley 

Cecilia Morvick 

Ann Olsen 

Jean Panthana 

James Paulsson 

John Puckhaber 

Doris Schlotterback 

Susy Scholl 

Curt Swenson 
Karin Zukowski 
 

Homebound Members 

Sharyn Brodnax 

Carol Chambers 

Evelyn Gulliksen 

Pr. Loren Hoch 

Charles Kistner 

Olive Lehman 

June Manselle 

Virginia McQuaig 

Michael Reiter 

Carole Wilson 

Bettie Zuknick 

 

Friends and Family 

Selah - friend of Marty HIllerich 
Clinton Allen - friend of Jim Paulsson 

Alice Bishop – friend of Doris 

Schlotterback 

Susan, Kaleigh, Devon Boller - family 

of Dorothy Boller 

Franklin Boyer -  friend of Puckhabers 

Sherri and Rebecca Buete; John 

Morrow – family of Brian McCulley 

Esther Davis -  friend of Puckhabers 

Skylar Dickey -  friend of E. Hamilton 

Stephanie Diehl - daughter of 

community meal guests 

Nicole, Shane, and Brodie Dietrich - 

friends of the Puckhabers 
Cody Eddleman – husband of John 

Beyer 

Freddie Greer – friend of Jim Paulsson 

Terri Hancock - friend of Marthe 

Hildreth 

David Jackerson – son of Susy Scholl 

Kenny Manselle—son of June 

Manselle 

Ginny Marraccini – sister of Kathie 

Snyder 

Martin, Ernest and Tricia -  friends of 

Puckhabers 

Tiffany Merrill - daughter of Christine 

Merrill 
Pam Mills – sister of Daniel Mills 

Karen Paulsson  - sister of Jim 

Paulsson 

Terry Panthana – niece of Jean 

Panthana 

Olivia Philips -  family of Judy Roberts 

Cory Putnam – grandson of Jan Kruse 

Manny Rebas – friend of Ethel 

Hamilton 

Candy Reimer – godmother of 

PrAshley 

Bill Roach - son-in-law of S. Wittren 

Steven Roberts -  son of Judy Roberts 

Brian & Tommy Schlotterback—sons 

of Doris Schlotterback 

Cynthia Lu Scholl – sister of Susy 

Scholl 

Jim Scianni - son of Sciannis 

Timothy Smith—grandson of Ginny 

McQuaig 

Susan Sullivan – friend of John 

Ferreira 

Dan Torrence - friend of Marty Hillerich 

Elaine & Mark Vanderweight - friends 

of Jim Paulsson 
Ed Wittren - former St. Paul member 

Amy Zuccarello—daughter of Dcn. 

Michele Hilton 

 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all com-
fort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble, with the comfort we 

ourselves have received from God.”    2 Corinthians 1:3-4 



 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
  & Early Childhood Learning Center 

2256 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota FL 34239 

      941-955-6479 Preschool 941-955-6480 

      941-955-8600 

       www.StPaulSarasota.org 

Rev. Ashley Nicolls, Pastor 
 

Sunday Schedule 
9:30a Service of Worship on Facebook Live 
(until further notice) 

 

We Are Still Here! 

 
Even though we are not gathering at this time, 

remember the church office remains open: 
Monday—Friday, 9a to Noon. 

 
  

 

  
 
 
 

 

StPaul-Admin@verizon.net 

941-955-6479 

www.StPaulSarasota.org 

 

 

Making Joyful Noise 

 

Tune in to the St. Paul Facebook page on 
Thursdays where 
our Director of Mu-
sic, John Ferreira, 
will be sharing a 
recorded snippet of 
the up-coming mu-
sic being played at 

Sunday’s live streamed worship service. 

It’s sure to be informative as well as enter-
taining! And at 2-3 minutes, even the short-
est attention span can enjoy it! 


