
Greetings St. Paul Lutheran Church! 

This week in our nation has been somber. We have crossed the threshold of 100,000 deaths due to COVID-19 and also 

another black man was killed while in police custody in my home state of Minnesota. This isn’t political, so please do 

keep reading. Jesus weeps for our nation. With every family whose tears fall, Jesus holds and cries with them. With 

every person searching for cures, vaccines, and justice, Jesus pushes us on to continue to pray and work toward a 

country where every single life matters and is treated equally. In every single city, county, and state, where officials are 

trying to weigh opening up for the sake of the economy and staying closed for the sake of physical health, Jesus is there, 

giving wisdom and understanding. This can become a polarizing time in our nation, state, county, city, and even in our 

congregation. But we don’t have to let it tear us apart. Martin Luther’s explanation to the 8th commandment -  

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. What does this mean? We should fear and love God 

so that we do not tell lies about our neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation, but defend him, 

speak well of him, and explain everything in the kindest way. 

We are to look at each person as another child of God whom Jesus loves. We are to speak well of people, give them the 

benefit of the doubt, and see their actions and words in the best possible light. Of course, when one proves to not be 

trustworthy it is also our calling to speak out against those who do harm in words or deeds. When I question how I 

should react or even better respond to a situation, I try to remember the words of Mother Teresa that I have shared 

before, but was reminded of by Ron Zimmerman in a card he wrote in honor of his late sister Carol’s birthday.  

 People are often unreasonable, irrational, and self-centered. Forgive them anyway. 
    If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives. Be kind anyway. 

If you are successful, you will win some unfaithful friends and some genuine enemies. Succeed anyway. 
       If you are honest and sincere people may deceive you. Be honest and sincere anyway. 
       What you spend years creating, others could destroy overnight. Create anyway. 
       If you find serenity and happiness, some may be jealous. Be happy anyway. 
       The good you do today, will often be forgotten. Do good anyway. 
              Give the best you have, and it will never be enough. Give your best anyway. 
              In the final analysis, it is between you and God. It was never between you and them anyway. 
 
I love the last line. It’s between you and God. It’s not between you and them anyway. This really hit home with me with 
what seems to be the mask controversy. We wear a mask to protect the other. It’s about us trying to love the other. I 
see no reason not to wear a mask while in public, even though you’ll notice my acne being worse now because of it. 
Even when I visit in homes or someone in my office, I try to wear a mask and ask that others would too. Please protect 
me, your pastor, and if you are willing to protect your pastor, protect others just as much.  
 
I also wanted to give you a few updates on folks who have had health issues.  

Doris Schlotterback is out of rehab and staying at her son Ken’s house as she continues to recover from her 
broken leg.  
Ann Olsen is at Sunnyside for rehab for recovery of her broken leg. Her cell is 374-1123. She is in room 1112.  
Mae Noll remains at her daughter’s house in Wisconsin recovering from her car accident. 
Barbara Hahne continues to recover here in Sarasota from her car accident. She and her husband Ed are 
expected to go back up north soon.  
 

Remember to watch Facebook Live on Sunday morning at 9:30a for our Confirmands’ Affirmation of Baptism! Congrats 

Ruby Williamson, Emi Miller, and Addi Miller. 

Take care and God bless 

-PrAshley 


