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Ministry opportunities
via zoom and mask
We are settling into a new normal, and while it’s not a normal we necessarily like, we know our safety and
the safety of our congregation is first and foremost in everything planned at St. Paul. This has challenged us
all to be more creative and find new ways to meet and do ministry together.
Being good Lutherans, we all miss the fellowship we’ve shared before Covid-19 came into our lives, the face
to face interactions that are good for the soul. Below are ways members are joining in ministry and fellowship
together. If you feel comfortable doing so, the following are suggestions for you to consider. And some
actually need volunteers as a lot of former ones are no longer able to safely do so.

Zoom Story & Study • Wednesday at 7p

This newly formed group is a hit with many already. Deacon Kim Heindl is the moderator of this online group
who get together from the comfort of their own homes to share contact with each other, stories, perhaps a
little Bible study and scripture. You may also join by phone. Email Kim for a Zoom invite:
kaheindl@comcast.net.

Property Ministry • Wednesday at 8a

This group meets weekly and has new safety procedures in place to enable them to do what needs to be
done to maintain our grounds and buildings. Even though there are no face to face meetings going on, our
facilities and grounds still need maintained, are still used by the food pantry and community meals groups.
This group of volunteers also share a snack/beverage time, also while maintaining proper safety and social
distancing. Email the office to volunteer: StPaul-Admin@verizon.net.

Food Pantry • Bagging - Friday at 9:30a

Distribution - Saturday at 9a

Our Food Pantry has experienced an increased number of guests the past couple months as more and more
people are out of work due to the pandemic. With some volunteers not being able to help due to Covid-19,
help is greatly needed. There are safety guidelines and protocols in place for the safe distribution of food to
the needy. If you feel this is something you can do once a week or once a month, please email the office:
StPaul-Admin@verizon.net.

Adopt-A-Road • June 13 at 8:30a

This group of volunteers meet four times a year to pick up trash along Bahia Vista St. between Tuttle Ave.
and US 41. It’s part of a county program Keep Sarasota Beautiful. Anyone over the age of ten is welcome to
participate. Gather at the Memorial Garden fountain and bring gloves if you have them; water bottles are
recommended as it will be hot. Face masks will be required as well as closed toe shoes for safety. For
questions and to volunteer, call Gail Seyfarth: 941.266.5567.
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online giving is an easy & safe way to
support the ministries of st. paul
From regular giving to special donations, many appreciate the ease of
online giving. This option is now available on the St. Paul website. You
may use a credit/debit card or the ACH check option. You may choose to
donate to your regular giving or choose several ministry options.
Go to: www.StPaulSarasota.org
Click: Giving Page on the top menu bar (it may be under More)

Click: I’d like to Give now (green box)
Fill in: All the requested info (it’s not much)
You will receive an immediate confirmation followed by an emailed
receipt for your records.

Thank you in advance for being faithful and generous stewards by giving
to the missions that make St. Paul the face of God in our community!

FROM YOUR FINANCE COMMITTEE
Report for year-to-date as of April 30, 2020

Actual

Budget

Income received:

$ 105,256.10

$ 107,975.69

Expenses:

$ 111,888.59

$ 108,812.30

St. Paul net

$ (6,632.49)

$ (836.61)

ECLC net position

$ 6,799.83

$ 15,025.00
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OUR MISSION AT ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH As a Holy Spirit-led family of God, we are called through Baptism to proclaim
and bear witness to God’s reconciling grace in Jesus Christ to all; so that by joyfully sharing God’s Word and encouraging each other to service
for the sake of others, our lives together make a difference for Christ and His kingdom.
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PrAshley’s Page
Greetings St. Paul Lutheran Church!
As I am writing this it is still the Easter Season. So,
I’m going to say one last time, Alleluia, Christ is
Risen. He is Risen Indeed, Alleluia. When times get
tough that’s something we can hold onto. Christ is
Risen. I also go back to the words of Jesus to the
disciples toward the end of his earthly life, from John
16:33, “I have told you these things, so that in me

you may have peace. In this world you will have
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
During this time of COVID-19 stress and other stress
we encounter, we can use scripture to help us and
also song. Here are a couple of songs I like during
stressful times.
The first is from the band, Need to Breathe. The
chorus of the song, “Washed in the Waters” goes,

“Even when the rain falls / Even when the flood
starts rising / Even when the storm comes / I am
washed by the water / Even when the Earth
crumbles under my feet / I won’t fall as long as
you’re around me.”

The second is from the band, Mercy Me. If you know
the song, “I Can Only Imagine,” this band is the one
that started that song. One of their other songs is
“Move.” “I'm not about to give up / Because I heard

you say / There's gonna be brighter days / I won’t
stop / I’ll keep my head up / No, I'm not here to
stay / There's gonna be brighter days / I just might
bend but won’t break / As long as I can see your
face / When life won’t play along / And right keeps
going wrong / And I can’t seem to find my way / I
know where I am found / So I won’t let it drag me
down / Oh, I'll keep dancing anyway / I'm gonna
move / I’ve got to hold 'er steady / Keep my head in
the game / Everything is about to change / This hurt
is getting heavy / But I'm not about to cave /
Everything is about to change / There's gonna be
brighter days / I just might bend but won’t break /
As long as I can see your face / No matter what may
come / Gotta move to a different drum / No matter
what life brings / Gotta move gotta move to a
different beat / I just might bend but won’t break /
As long as I can see your face.”

A few comments on that song. As most of you know,
I love palm trees. Psalm 92:12 is one of my favorite
verses. The righteous will flourish like a palm tree.
They are also one of the most resilient trees as they
can withstand hurricanes. When the FloridaBahamas Synod hosted the ELCA Churchwide
Assembly several years ago, they gave out small
palm trees as gifts to every voting member,
symbolizing the church’s resiliency. We may bend
but we won’t break. I knew I loved palm trees for
some reason.
The songs in this article are just a couple that have
been playing in my head lately. So if you see/hear
me humming, you know what it may be.

Take care and God bless,

-PrAshley
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Congregation Council Synopsis • May
At a Called Congregation Council Zoom meeting on April 27:
• Approved a motion to suspend the public worship services on Sunday
morning through May 24, anticipating the possibility of returning to inperson worship on May 31. Evaluation of the schedule from May 31 and
going forward will be made by the Congregation Council at its May 21
meeting. No activities will be held on campus, except for the Community
Meal and the Food Pantry.
• Approved ratifying the April 25, 2020 email vote to authorize President
George Hutfilz to sign a loan agreement on behalf of St. Paul Lutheran
Church and Ready Cap Funding, LLC in the amount of $81,0000 per the
terms of the Payroll Protection Program of the CARES act; the funds to
be deposited in a new account at Liberty Savings Bank opened and
designated to receive them. These funds will be used (at least 75%) for
salaries and possibly ECLC utilities. The loan will be forgiven, if utilized
properly. ECLC is at full enrollment for the summer
At the May Congregation Council Zoom meeting on May 21:
• Reviewed the planned safety procedures for the Food Pantry,
Community Meal, and in-person worship when it resumes.

Jun 1 - Kendall Riley
Jun 6 - Ruby Williamson
Jun 6 - Jason Neff
Jun 6 - Ted Hadjian
Jun 9 - Thad Masters
Jun 11 - Marthe Hildreth
Jun 13 - Jay Eckert
Jun 14 - Olivia Williamson
Jun 16 - Ted Swartzbaugh
Jun 19 - Jordan Masse
Jun 20 - Cecilia Morvick
Jun 21 - Daniel Mills
Jun 23 - June Manselle
Jun 28 - Cindy Schlotterback
Jun 29 - Linda Knight
Jun 30 - Marilyn Hutfilz

Jun 11 - Nicole & Mark Riley
Jun 17 - Marthe & Keith Hildreth
Jun 17 - Missy & Robert Masse
Jun 20 - Joan & Conrad Hellwege, Jr.
Jun 24 - Marty & Don Hillerich
Jun 27 - Linda & Dennis Knight

• Approved a motion to celebrate confirmation of our three confirmands
at the May 31 Pentecost worship service, if our lighting situation is
resolved. This service is limited by invitation only to the family of the
confirmands, their mentors, and the skeleton worship team. An all
church reception for the confirmands will be held later.
• Approved a motion to suspend in-person worship through June 28.
Evaluation of the schedule after June 28 will be addressed by the council
at its June 18 meeting.
• Moved to remove two members from the membership rolls.
• Approved an agreement with Meisner Electric to rent up to 40 parking
spaces at $100 per space, per month.
• The congregational pastor and president will call a meeting to address
any action needed prior to the scheduled June meeting.
The April minutes, pastor’s report, and financial information may be
found in the binder in the narthex. The May minutes will be available
after approval at the June 18, 2020 meeting.

Lorraine
Metcalf
April 29, 2020
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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR OF EVENTS • JUNE 2020
JUN 1 MON
11:00A ZOOM PRAYER TEAM
JUN 2 TUES
5:30P COMMUNITY MEAL
JUN 3 WED
8:00A PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS
7:00P ZOOM STORY & STUDY
JUN 5 FRI
9:30A FOOD PANTRY PACKING

JUN 11 THURS
NOON ZOOM FINANCE MEETING
3:30P ZOOM EXECUTIVE TEAM MTG

JUN 20 SAT
9:00A FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION
10:00A MUSICIAN REHEARSAL

JUN 12 FRI
9:30A FOOD PANTRY PACKING

JUN 22 MON
11:00A ZOOM PRAYER TEAM

JUN 13 SAT
8:30A ADOPT-A-ROAD CLEAN UP
9:00A FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION
10:00A MUSICIAN REHEARSAL
JUN 15 MON

JUN 6 SAT
9:00A FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION
10:00A MUSICIAN REHEARSAL
JUN 8 MON

MINISTRY REPORTS DUE

2:00P ECLC BOARD MEETING
5:30P COMMUNITY MEAL
JUN 10 WED
8:00A PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS
2:00P ZOOM EVANGELISM MEETING
7:00P ZOOM STORY & STUDY

JUN 24 WED
8:00A PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS
7:00P ZOOM STORY & STUDY

MESSENGER DEADLINE

JUN 26 FRI
9:30A FOOD PANTRY PACKING

11:00A ZOOM PRAYER TEAM
JUN 16 TUES
8:00A COMMUNITY MEAL

11:00A ZOOM PRAYER TEAM
JUN 9 TUES

JUN 23 TUES
5:30P COMMUNITY MEAL

JUN 17 WED
6:30P PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS
7:00P ZOOM STORY & STUDY
JUN 18 THURS
6:30P ZOOM COUNCIL MEETING

JUN 27 SAT
9:00A FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION
10:00A MUSICIAN REHEARSAL
JUN 29 MON
11:00A ZOOM PRAYER TEAM
JUN 30 TUES
5:30P COMMUNITY MEAL

JUN 19 FRI
9:30A FOOD PANTRY PACKING

altar flowers
Flowers are still adorning the altar area on Sundays for our Facebook Live worship. You may continue to sign
up for flower donations by calling the church office - 941.955.6479. They are $25 per vase.

St. Paul Mission Prayer
Pray with us,

Congratulations new grandparents
Mike & Sue Scherr
Baby Scherr was born to son and
daughter-in-law Chad & Courtney
Scherr.

God of grace and love, you created us as your
children and have brought us to St. Paul Lutheran
Church. We are not perfect people, but this church
is the perfect place for imperfect people. Thank
you for your grace through Christ given to us. You
call us to proclaim to everyone we meet that your
grace is for them too. As a Holy Spirit-led family of
God, we ask you to help us joyfully share your
word and serve your people, so that together our
lives make a difference in your kingdom here on
earth. Strengthen us in our mission together;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen
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Bishop Suarez's Response to President Trump's Announcement— 5.22. 2020
This afternoon, President Donald Trump declared that all governors should open churches immediately and
said that churches should be considered essential businesses. I want to offer some reflection on this and how
it affects us in the Florida-Bahamas Synod.
I want to remind you that churches are already listed as essential businesses in Florida. Governor DeSantis
does not prevent any of us from worshipping. Because of the separation of church and state, the government
cannot prevent us from worshipping, or compel us to worship, at any time. However, it is strongly
recommended by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and the Florida Department of Health that in this
“Phase 1” of our reopening, we limit public gatherings as much as possible.

In the Florida-Bahamas Synod, my recommendation is that congregations wait until at least “Phase 3” of
statewide reopening before they return to in-person worship. When we are finally able to gather, we
recommend continuing to follow safe distancing practices, including wearing masks, staying six feet apart, and
cleaning and disinfecting the sanctuary after services. The ELCA and our Synod's guidelines are available on
our webpage www.fbsynod.com.
We do not recommend our congregations begin to gather at this time, but legally, you can. Most of our
congregations have decided not to have in-person services out of concern for the health and safety of their
members. Those that have decided to try and have services are encouraged to use social distancing
procedures and avoid practices which can contribute to the spread of the virus, such as singing, shaking
hands, passing the peace, or distributing Holy Communion.
COVID-19 is a national emergency, but returning to in-person services is not yet a priority at this time. We
urge you to continue doing services online for the time being, until we are in “Phase 3” or upon
recommendation from the CDC.
I am longing for us to be able to gather together and worship in our sanctuaries. It would be a blessing for us
to be together, but as we have seen across the country, congregations who gather become super spreader
events where large percentages of the congregation contract the virus. This has happened in worship
services, choir rehearsals, and general meetings.
My ultimate recommendation is that we continue to hold off on in-person worship until, at least, “Phase 3” of
reopening. For those who have decided to try and have services, we strongly recommend following the safe
meeting practices and continuing to uphold social distancing. In all of this we continue to encourage you to
pray for each other, for our communities, for our nation and world as we struggle with this pandemic.
The President’s announcement could encourage people to want to follow his advice and open the
congregations this weekend. I would strongly recommend against that. I think there is too much risk for a
congregation to safely gather this weekend unless they have had a proper amount of time to put policies and
procedures in place to protect their members. It would be dangerous to rush in when we have time to plan
and make the best decisions for our congregations.
Sisters and Brothers, I continue to thank God for you. Thank you for the way you care for each other and for
your congregations in this time.
May God be with you.
Peace and health,
+ Bp. Pedro
Rev. Pedro Suarez, Bishop
Florida-Bahamas Synod, ELCA
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Members

Friends and Family

Beetle Family
Susan Burmaster
Sue Fisher
Bob Fong
Evelyn Gulliksen
Ed Hahn
Brian McCulley
Cecilia Morvick
Ann Olsen
Jean Panthana
James Paulsson
John Puckhaber
Doris Schlotterback
Susy Scholl
Ginger Webb
Karin Zukowski

Selah - friend of Marty HIllerich
Clinton Allen - friend of Jim Paulsson
Alice Bishop – friend of Doris

Olivia Philips - family of Judy Roberts
Cory Putnam – grandson of Jan Kruse
Manny Rebas – friend of Ethel

Schlotterback

Hamilton

Susan, Kaleigh, Devon Boller - family

Candy Reimer – godmother of

of Dorothy Boller

PrAshley

Franklin Boyer - friend of Puckhabers
Sherri and Rebecca Buete; John
Morrow – family of Brian McCulley
Esther Davis - friend of Puckhabers
Stephanie Diehl - daughter of

Courtney, Chad, and baby Scherr -

Homebound Members
Joanne Austin
Sharyn Brodnax
Pr. Loren Hoch
Charles Kistner
Olive Lehman
June Manselle
Mary Marshall
Virginia McQuaig
Michael Reiter
Carole Wilson
Bettie Zuknick

daughter-in-law and son of Scherrs
Brian & Tommy Schlotterback—sons
of Doris Schlotterback
Cynthia Lu Scholl – sister of Susy
Scholl
community meal guests
Jim Scianni - son of Sciannis
Nicole, Shane, and Brodie Dietrich Timothy Smith—grandson of Ginny
friends of the Puckhabers
McQuaig
Cody Eddleman – husband of John
Susan Sullivan – friend of John
Beyer
Freddie Greer – friend of Jim Paulsson Ferreira
David Jackerson – son of Susy Scholl Dan Torrence - friend of Marty Hillerich
Elaine & Mark Vanderweight - friends
Kenny Manselle—son of June
of Jim Paulsson
Manselle
Amy Zuccarello—daughter of Dcn.
Ginny Marraccini – sister of Kathie
Michele Hilton
Snyder
Tiffany Merrill - daughter of Christine
Merrill
Pam Mills – sister of Daniel Mills
Mae Noll - seasonal attender
Karen Paulsson - sister of Jim
Paulsson
Terry Panthana – niece of Jean
Panthana

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble, with the comfort we
ourselves have received from God.” 2 Corinthians 1:3-4

St. Paul Lutheran Church

& Early Childhood Learning Center

2256 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota FL 34239
941-955-6479 Preschool 941-955-6480
941-955-8600
www.StPaulSarasota.org
Rev. Ashley Nicolls, Pastor
Sunday Schedule
9:30a Service of Worship on Facebook Live
(until further notice)

We Are Still Here!
Even though we are not gathering at this time,
remember the church office remains open:
Monday—Friday, 9a to Noon.

941-955-6479
StPaul-Admin@verizon.net
www.StPaulSarasota.org

