
Greetings St. Paul Lutheran Church! 

I hope most of you have heard by now that the City of Sarasota has put in effect a 

mask ordinance. This is a reminder that the church is in the city (I know the 

boundaries of the city and county can be confusing. If I look at the map my last 

rental house was right on the corner of Sunnyside Ln. and Sunnyside St., off of 

Shade Ave. It almost looked like part of the house was in the city and part in the 

county but it was considered county). I, personally, am happy about the mask 

ordinance. It’s a thing we can do to help stop the spread of COVID-19. As Christians, 

Jesus asks us to love one another. This is a way we can share God’s love. We’ll even have on 

the church sign, Love One Another. Wear a Mask. It’s a simple way we can witness to our faith. I like having crosses or 

sayings on mine to show my Christianity and calling as a pastor. Some Christians believe wearing a mask is a sign of 

faithlessness or not believing in God’s protection. I’ve said it before, I believe this is one way God has given us protection 

and we are called to use it. I even got a mask this week that has the white clergy collar on it. I look forward to wearing it 

on Sunday.   

I wanted to share a couple stories about what members have done or are doing recently and some member updates.  

Marthe Hildreth wrote a book called, “Bright Blessed Day: Slices of life in America from 

1895-1967.” While the book tells the story of her family, it shares insights about the time 

and places, including Sarasota. She wrote the book in 2014. I was given a copy when I 

arrived here and enjoyed reading it to learn more about the town I moved into and a 

member of the congregation. I would recommend this book to others to read. Marthe has 

donated copies of the book to the church if anyone wants to have one. There is no cost, 

however a donation to the food pantry would be accepted. Great job Marthe, and thank you 

for sharing your story with the church.  

Ted and Joyce Swartzbaugh leave Sarasota each summer to be Mission 

Builders. It’s a great Lutheran organization that helps ministries 

construct or improve facilities. https://elca.org/Our-Work/Related-

Ministries/Mission-Builders/What-we-do Joyce and Ted have been doing this so long based out of 

Carol Joy Holling Camp, Conference and Retreat Center, when they showed up this year at the end 

of April, their names were even on the welcome sign and their room redecorated, with fresh 

cookies waiting for them. St. Paul is proud to have them representing us when they are there. We 

miss them when they aren’t here though.  

Ron Zimmerman is a chauffeur, well maybe not officially, but he has a van with a lift from when he cared for his late 

sister Carol. He didn’t sell the van after her death. He was part of the Meals on Wheels crew that John McAuliffe and 

Michele Hilton organized, delivering many meals to our members. He is still available and wanting to serve those in 

need. If anyone you know needs a ride to appointments, groceries, etc., especially if a lift is needed, please let him 

know, or if you don’t have his number, let me know and I can get you in touch with him.  

Even while we are not worshiping in person, we still have had a couple people join St. Paul. You may know Robyn Wood. 

She had been singing in the choir before our suspension of in-person worship. She was officially accepted into 

membership by the council on March 15. We haven’t been able to recognize her yet but I wanted to say a welcome to 

her in this letter. Welcome Robyn! A man named Euder Paul has joined the congregation by council action on June 18. 

He is originally from Haiti. He was studying to be a Roman Catholic priest but now is looking at becoming an ELCA pastor. 

He is already jumping in at St. Paul, helping with the road clean up and taking part of the Wednesday evening 

Study/Story zoom ministry. Welcome Euder! A seasonal couple, Jim and Margaret Bull, asked to join as seasonal 

members right before they left for the season. While we couldn’t welcome them as a congregation, the council accepted 

their membership on February 20. Welcome Margaret and Jim! 

https://elca.org/Our-Work/Related-Ministries/Mission-Builders/What-we-do
https://elca.org/Our-Work/Related-Ministries/Mission-Builders/What-we-do


Many of you had heard that Betty and Dave Smowton were expected to move to Jacksonville. They had originally 

planned to move in April but due to COVID-19 their move was delayed until July. But now with the latest increases in the 

virus, the move is delayed again for another month. We have more time to call and share our love and appreciation of 

their service of 48 years at St. Paul.  

Michael Reiter moved into ManorCare Health Services in February. He is doing well even though shortly after his move 

the care facility no longer allowed any visitors due to COVID-19.  He always appreciates short phone calls or cards. The 

address is 5511 Swift Rd., #216, Sarasota, FL 34231.  

St. Paul is still being church in many and various ways. May God bless you! 

-PrAshley 
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Happy Independence Day 


